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‘Musical chairs’ at council as 
new parties flex their muscles 


THE scramble for 
scrutiny chairs at 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) left all 
opposition parties 
with winners and 
losers. 

The issue of scrutiny 
chairs was put sharply 
into focus this year by 
the recent changes at the 
council, which saw a 
number of councillors 
switch sides. 

Two members - for¬ 
mer Liberal Democrat 
Peter Foley and former 
Labour member Allan 
Jones - joined the 
Independent 
Annibynwyr group. 

Also the defection of 
Liberal Democrats Bob 
Burns, Kim Watkins and 
Carol Davies to set up 
their own Independent 
Democrat group resulted 
in the Liberal 
Democrats dropping 
down to seven members 
- making them no 
longer the official oppo¬ 
sition. 

That title went to the 
Annibynwyr group led 
by Coun Jeff Tildesley. 

Up until now, the 
Liberal Democrats held 
all the scrutiny chairs, 
except for health and 
well-being, which had 
been taken by Pat 
Hacking, leader of the 
Conservative Group, 
following the resigna¬ 
tion of Peter Foley as 
chairman after a row 
within the Liberal 
Democrat group. 

The voting for the 
new chairs took place at 


the annual meeting and 
there were some surprise 
results, as many Labour 
members decided to 
take part in the voting 
although their party put 
up no candidates for the 
chairs, as Labour is run¬ 
ning the council. 

Former opposition 
leader Cheryl Green 
held onto the chair of 
Strategic Partnerships 
and Governance scruti¬ 
ny committee by a com¬ 
fortable 28-9 margin 
over Steve Smith from 
the Annibynwyr group. 

There was a three- 
way fight for the chair 
of corporate resources 
between the sitting chair 
Bob Burns, Meryl 
Wilkins from the 
Annibynwyr and Norah 
Clarke from the Liberal 
Democrats. 

Coun Burns won with 
18 votes with Coun 
Clarke polling 13 and 
Coun Wilkins 11. 

The children and 
young people’s scrutiny 
chair went to Peter 
Foley, who has held the 
cabinet post for educa¬ 
tion in two administra¬ 
tions - the previous 
Labour administration 
of Jeff Jones and then 
the Liberal Democrat- 
led Rainbow Alliance 
cabinet, which was oust¬ 
ed by voters last May. 

His election by 35 
votes to the three polled 
by Carol Davies from 
the Independent 
Democrats group means 
that he is back as a 
scrutiny chair - just 
months after walking 
out. 

The Annibynwr group 


secured a second chair 
when Ken Hunt beat 
Kim Watkins by 29 
votes to five for the 
chair of the community 
renewal and environ¬ 
ment scrutiny commit¬ 
tee. She was the sitting 
chairman. 

The health and well¬ 
being chair was uncon¬ 
tested and Pat Hacking 
was returned unopposed 
for the Conservatives. 

The end result has left 
the Liberal Democrats 
with one chair instead of 
the four they previously 
held. Bob Burns’ new 
group has retained his 
chair. The Conservatives 
held onto theirs and the 
Annibynwyr group, 
which had no chairs, 
now have two. 

However, there was a 
disappointment for the 
Conservatives when 
Terry Hacking was 
deposed as chair of the 
audit committee with 
Ella Dodd from the 
Annibynwyr installed in 
his place. He was voted 
in as vice chair. 

Labour took the chair 
and vice chair of other 
committees, with Reg 
Jenkins as chair of the 
appeal panel with 
Marlene Thomas as his 
deputy; Mike Gregory 
as chair of development 
control with Hywel 
Williams as deputy; 
Clive James as chair of 
licensing with Keith 
Edwards as deputy and 
Mel Nott chair of the 
town and community 
council forum and 
David Sage as deputy. 

Coun Jeff Tildesley 
was unanimously elect- 


ed the new mayor for 
the borough with Colin 
Teesdale, Labour, of 
Maesteg as his deputy. 
Both men were due to 
be formally inaugurated 
in a special ceremony 
yesterday (Wednesday). 

Giving his report to 
the annual meeting after 
his first year as leader of 
the council, Coun Mel 
Nott thanked outgoing 
mayor Cleone 
Westwood for all her 
hard work. He wel¬ 
comed Coun Tildesley 
to the chair of the coun¬ 
cil. 

He said there have 
been many challenges 
during the new Labour 
administration’s first 
year and he thanked all 
his cabinet colleagues 
for their support. 

He said: “There have 
been many new begin¬ 
nings in the past year, 
including the opening of 
our first Welsh language 
secondary school at 
Llangynwyd and a new 
comprehensive at 
Maesteg, plus the mar¬ 
vellous new facilities at 
Ynysawdre Pool and fit¬ 
ness centre, of which I 
am proud to be a mem¬ 
ber.” 

He also mentioned 
the success of the new 
customer service centre 
at the civic offices in 
Bridgend, which he said 
made it more convenient 
for people to do busi¬ 
ness with the council. 

He said that his faith 
in the young people of 
the borough had been 
reinforced by his contact 
with many of them, 
especially youth mayor 


Rebecca Newton. She is 
handing over to Lee 
Parkes of Porthcawl, 
with the new deputy 
youth mayor being Liam 
Rose of Ogmore. 

Coun Nott referred to 
the tragic Baby P case 
and said that this had led 
to increased anxiety and 
concern about the pro¬ 
tection of children. 

He said that Bridgend 
had made considerable 
progress in improving 
its children’s services 
and these were being 
monitored constantly. 

The council has also 
prioritised the care of 
looked-after children by 
setting up a parenting 
cabinet committee. 

Referring to the credit 
crunch, Coun Nott said 
that he was conscious of 
the need to maintain 
frontline services and a 
forum had been set up 
with local MPs and 
AMs to help combat the 
economic downturn. 

He added: “We have 
a lot to be proud of in 
Bridgend and I remain 
honoured to lead this 
local authority and look 
forward to the coming 
12 months with antici¬ 
pation and enthusiasm 
for the fresh challenges 
that lie ahead.” 

All of the cabinet 
were re-elected - him¬ 
self as leader; David 
Sage as deputy; Huw 
David for resources; 

John Spans wick for 
communities; Lyn 
Morgan for health and 
well being and Alana 
Davies for children. 


SALE 


WHITE & CREAM painted furniture. 
Bedroom (including wardrobes) and 
living room selection. 
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Elegantly 

styled 
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WAS IT GLORY 
FOR THESE 
PENCOED RFC 
YOUNGSTERS? 



A T T 1h "PT A 01446 776828 

^ A Tues - Sat 

No 1 THE LIMES, EASTGATE, COWBRIDGE 


ABOVE: 

Pencoed under-Ss recently attempted to 
finish a good year with one last tag rugby 
tournament. Read about how they 
got on by turning to page 28. 


The GEM scrutinises Madeleine 
Moon’s expenses - NEXT WEEK 

Bridgend MP angry 
after Telegraph draws 
her into expenses row 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon is 
angry after the 
Daily Telegraph 
printed a story say¬ 
ing that she had 
bought furniture 
which was deliv¬ 
ered to her home in 
Porthcawl. 

Mrs Moon insists that 
the receipts unearthed 
by Telegraph journalists 
on the now-famous CD 
of MPs’ expenses were 
all for items destined for 
her flat in London. 

She told The GEM: 
“When I was elected in 
2005,1 rented a room in 
a house before deciding 
to buy a small flat. 

“I had quite a few 
items at home in 
Porthcawl which I could 
use to furnish it, and I 
bought other pieces 
locally and had them 
delivered to my home. 

“They were all then 
transported to London, 


and The Telegraph had 
the receipt for those 
transported goods. In the 
end, I furnished that flat 
for around £4,000.” 

Mrs Moon said that 
she was far more famil¬ 
iar with local outlets, 
and also wanted to 
spend the money in 
south Wales, rather than 
London. 

She added that she 
continued to support 
local traders whenever 
possible, and said that 
she resented the implica¬ 
tion in the Telegraph 

^^sle told The GEM 
that the events of the last 
two weeks, ever since 
the storm over expenses 
had broken, had been 
“profoundly distressing” 
and that she felt that all 
MPs were being tarred 
with the same brush. 

She also felt that the 
fact that she chairs the 
House of Commons 
Furniture Industry 
Group had coloured the 


media coverage. She 
was also puzzled by the 
claim that she lived in a 
“seafront home”. 

Madeleine Moon told 
The GEM that she want¬ 
ed to get her expenses 
into the public domain 
as soon as possible. 

In fact, she has invit¬ 
ed The GEM to scruti¬ 
nise her expenses in the 
next few days - an offer 
she made last Saturday, 
before the story broke - 
and we will be reporting 
back to our readers next 
week. 

The Telegraph also 
asked what the MP 
intended to do with any 
profit on her second 
home. 

Mrs Moon replied: 
“Having bought at the 
top of the market in 
2005, I am currently 
deeply in debt since tak¬ 
ing up my job as an MP. 

“However, if there is 
any profit, I will return it 
to the public purse.” 


New Mayor 

AS The GEM went to press, 
the new Mayor of Bridgend 
County Borough, Coun Jeff 
Tildesley, was being inaugu¬ 
rated in a ceremony that 
broke with tradition. 

Previous ceremonies have taken 
place in Bridgend, but Coun Tildesley 
took the event back to his home ward 
at Pyle Life Centre. 


- new venue 

Fellow-mayors were expected from 
neighbouring boroughs, including, 
Cardiff, Swansea and the Vale. 

His deputy mayor will be Coun 
Colin Teesdale of Maesteg. 

See next week’s GEM for photo¬ 
graphs of the day. 

(GEM reports on this and any 
other event can now be viewed any¬ 
where in the world via the web 
address on page 2). 


China' China 


This popular National Restaurant Chain 
established: Cwmbran, Newport, Cardiff 
and Swansea 


NOW OPEN in Bridgend 


33 Market Street, 
Bridgend, CF31ILJ 
T 01656 648484 


Restaurant capacity to seat 140 
Party bookings welcome 


LUNCH BUFFET 

12.00pm - 4.30pm 


Adult 

£6.49 

Senior Citizen 

£4.49 


ORiENTAL BUFFET 
“Eat as much as you iike” 

Choose from over 30 dishes which inciude 
soups, saiads and desserts . . . 

Aii in fixed buffet price! 

Under 5’s eat free! 

Children 5-10 eat half price 
(All children must be accompanied by paying adults) 


HAPPY HOUR 
BUFFET 

4.31pm - 6.30pm 


Adult 

£7.99 

Senior Citizen 

£4.99 


GRAND BUFFET 
6.31pm - Close 
Adult 

£8.99* 

Senior Citizen 

£5.99* 


Frida^^& Saturday 


Adult 


,99 Seniors £7.99 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Please note that the price 
of your buffet depends 
upon the time of your 
departure from the 
restaurant and not time 
of entry 


12 noon - Late 
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A DAY BACK IN THE CONSTITUENCY 


H aving 

given an 
example of a 
day in Westminster 
in my last column, 
today’s article will, 
I hope, give an 
insight into a typi¬ 
cal Friday in the 
constituency. 

8.30am Linda, my 
office manager, arrives 
at my home to work 
through the programme 
for the day, with letters 
and emails to respond to 
or sign, and invites to be 
answered. 

9.30am Leave for 
Bridgend to meet with 
the Crown Prosecution 
Service. The Criminal 
Justice System involves 
many agencies working 
together to ensure that 
communities are kept 
safe. The most visible 
are the police and the 
courts. 

For many, the Crown 
Prosecution Service 
(CPS) does not immedi¬ 
ately spring to mind but 
this is the Government 
department responsible 
for prosecuting criminal 
cases investigated by the 
police in England and 
Wales. 

After evidence is 
gathered by the police, 
the CPS decides 
whether a case should 
\be pursued further. If it 


is not pursued, it is 
dropped. 

They prosecute on 
behalf of the state if 
there is enough evidence 
to provide a ‘realistic 
prospect of conviction’ 
against each defendant 
on each charge, and if 
the case is in the public 
interest. 

The CPS acts in the 
interests of victims of 
crime and has a particu¬ 
larly important role to 
play in helping victims 
of domestic violence, 
hate crimes and anti¬ 
social behaviour. 

Domestic violence 
cases are often compli¬ 
cated because the victim 
is intimidated and reluc¬ 
tant to press charges. 

For many years, convic¬ 
tion rates were disap¬ 
pointing, as witnesses 
struggled to cope with 
the judicial system. 

The CPS has played 
an important role in 
turning this situation 
around, with staff 
receiving specialist 
training on domestic 
violence. They now 
work with independent 
domestic violence advis¬ 
ers (who work alongside 
victims from the point 
of crisis through the 
criminal justice system 
and beyond), and a 
number of national and 
local organisations 
which offer support to 


victims throughout the 
proceedings. 

There are now dedi¬ 
cated witness care units 
in all CPS areas, run 
jointly by the CPS and 
the police. Witness Care 
Officers provide a single 
point of contact and 
support for witnesses to 
ensure they are able to 
give their best evidence. 

Support can include 
interpreters for witness¬ 
es with hearing impair¬ 
ments or language diffi¬ 
culties; enabling frail 
older people to give 
their evidence while 
seated; or allowing wit¬ 
nesses to give their evi¬ 
dence via a live link, to 
avoid the need for them 
to be physically present 
in court. 

Special measures can 
also be used to reduce 
intimidation and help a 
victim or witness to give 
evidence. The CPS can 
request that a court sit in 
private to protect the 
identity of the witness, 
ask the judge to exclude 
people from the court 
room or to issue a 
‘reporting direction’ 
which means that noth¬ 
ing will be published 
during a witness’ life¬ 
time that could lead to 
them being identified. 

These measures are 
also available to those 
who have been the vic¬ 
tims of hate crimes 


motivated by sexuality 
or religion. Witnesses in 
such cases are often 
afraid of reprisals, or of 
others finding out 
details of their private 
lives and where they 
live 

One of the major hur¬ 
dles CPS staff can face 
is convincing juries that 
crimes have been com¬ 
mitted - that the drunk¬ 
en, mini-skirted flirta¬ 
tious woman did not 
want to be raped, that 
the confused elderly 
lady did not want her 
money taken or that the 
young man with learn¬ 
ing disabilities was beat¬ 
en and robbed. 

12pm Meeting with 
police officer to look at 
a new initiative explain¬ 
ing to young people the 
risks they face posting 
information on social 
networking sites. This is 
a particular interest of 
mine, and I have infor¬ 
mation leaflets for par¬ 
ents and children avail¬ 
able on my website at 
http://WWW. madeleinemo 
onmp.com. 

The presentation was 
excellent and should be 
rolled out across all 
schools. Frighteningly, 
it showed how informa¬ 
tion posted by a local 
person selected at ran¬ 
dom could be used to 
harm them, and how 
numbers of people in 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
is writing an exclu¬ 
sive monthly report 
from Westminster 
for The GEM. 



the 35-1- age range are 
growing on social net¬ 
working sites, many of 
whom may be pae¬ 
dophiles posing as chil¬ 
dren. 

1.30pm Telephone 
conversation with Coun 
Mel Nott, leader of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council. I have 
been very concerned, 
following a meeting 
with the new coroner, 

Mr Maddox in 
Westminster, that there 
were plans to hold all 
inquests in Aberdare. 

I had sought the help 
of the local council in 
ensuring facilities would 
be available for inquests 
could be heard locally. 
Mel confirmed that this 
would now happen. 

2.30pm Wonderful 
visit to Y Bont to meet 
staff and children there. 
We are so fortunate to 
have this excellent facil¬ 
ity locally. 

4pm Bridgend market 
to buy a birthday pres¬ 
ent; an array of fine 


olive oils and balsamic 
vinegars for a friend 
who loves to cook. 

5pm-6pm Letters and 
emails dealt with. 

7pm-10.15pm 
Porthcawl Rotary Club 
annual dinner; I am the 
guest speaker. I have 
just been offered hon¬ 
orary membership of the 
branch so am especially 
pleased to be invited to 
speak. Few people 
appreciate the work 
Rotary carry out to raise 
funds for an array of 
good causes. 

Porthcawl Rotary has, 
for example, helped pro¬ 
vide a computer and 
other equipment for a 
local safe house for chil¬ 
dren, five ploughs for 
five villages in Zambia, 
shelter boxes for disas¬ 
ter zones as well as 
financial support 
towards fighting polio 
and fellowships for 
health workers to under¬ 
take work in some of 
the poorest conununities 
in the world. > 


Assembly praise after 
Blaengarw TVust’s award 


THE Labour AM 
for Ogmore, Janice 
Gregory and First 
Minister Rhodri 
Morgan have con¬ 
gratulated the 
Blaengarw-based 
Creation 
Development Trust 
on winning first 
place in the British 
Urban 
Regeneration 


Association’s UK¬ 
wide award for 
community-inspired 
regeneration. 

Speaking in First 
Minister’s Questions in 
the Assembly, the AM 
said: “You have visited 
the trust with me. First 
Minister, so you know 
that in less than a decade 
it has launched a series of 
community activities and 
businesses, and built up a 
turnover of £250,000.” 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 28) 

The high tides listed in The GEM are 
those in Barry. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will 
vary. For instance, in Porthcawl, the high 
point will be 15- 20 minutes earlier. 



Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 

DATE 

AM 

M 

PM 

M 

21 Thur 

04.44 

13.1 

17.11 

13.1 

22Fri 

05.35 

13.5 

18.02 

12.3 

23 Sat 

06.21 

13.9 

18.51 

14.1 

24 Sun 

07.11 

14.3 

19.39 

14.5 

25 Mon 

08.07 

14.5 

20.21 

14.6 

26 Tues 

09.01 

14.5 

21.11 

14.8 

27 Wed 

09.49 

14.4 

22.02 

14.5 

28 Thur 

10.34 

14.2 

22.55 

14.2 


Rhodri Morgan 

replied: “I certainly join 
you in congratulating the 
Creation Development 
Trust in Blaengarw. This 
is an area where venture 
capitalists and hedge 
fund brokers would not 
be expected to tread, and 
it is in such areas that you 
would expect to see 
social enterprise being 
the response of the com¬ 
munity. 

“I am really pleased 
that Blaengarw and the 
people involved in the 
Creation Development 
Trust have responded in 
that way, and that they 
have achieved this 
tremendous award by 
winning first place in the 
recent community- 
inspired regeneration 
competition.” 

Commenting after the 
debate, Ms Gregory said: 
“I know that the First 
Minister was really 
impressed by the work of 
Creation when he visited 
them with me. I think 
they do fantastic work 
and I am so glad that it 
has been recognised in 
this way.” 


Bridgend student wins 
Welsh Skills competition 


SIMON JOHNS 
from Bridgend has 
won the top plumb¬ 
ing accolade at the 
Welsh heat of 
SkillPLUMB, a 
challenging two-day 
competition organ¬ 
ised by 

SummitSkills, the 
Sector Skills 


Council for building 
services engineering 
hosted by Coleg 
Llandrillo. 

Twenty-one-year-old 
Simon, employed by KC 
John Gas & Plumbing in 
Carmarthen and a student 
from Bridgend College, 
competed against seven 
other contestants from 
Wales. 

Competitors complet¬ 


ed a theory examination 
and a seven-hour practi¬ 
cal test based on a typical 
real-life work situation, 
involving installing 
pipework, valves and 
jointing. 

Simon said: “I am 
delighted to have won 
the Welsh heat of 
SkillPLUMB. It is great 
to be recognised for my 
hard work and efforts. 



Left to right: Chris Smith, director at Coleg Llandrillo, Simon 
Johns, winner of the 2009 SkillPLUMB Welsh heat and Mike 
Phoenix representing APHC, premier sponsors. 


MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Westminster office - 02072194417 
Constituency office - 47, Nolton Street, Bridgend. 
Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10am - 
12pm. Telephone 01656 750002 
HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
Bethan Jenkins AM for South West Wales 
Telephone 01639 643549 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
Ground Floor, 26 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 
CF31 IJD 01656 654951 - Open to personal 
callers: Tuesday-Friday 10am-12.30pm or telephone 
service: Monday-Friday 10am-12.30pm. 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

POLICE Bridgend 01656 655555 
Porthcawl 01656 785411 
Maesteg 01656 732122 
CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

FLOOD LINE 0845 9881188 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

Drinkline 0800 9178282 

National Drugs Helpline 0800 776600 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 

men, women and families in need 01656 785435 

RAF Association Welfare Officer 

01495 249522/01446 740522 

SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 

MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL (selected numbers) 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

(emergencies out of hours) 01656 663247; 
(homelessness) 01656 643542. 

EDUCATION 01656 642643 

LEISURE AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 01656 642677 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643421 

HIGHWAYS EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

SOCIAL SERVICE EMERGENCIES 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

HOSPITALS Princess of Wales Hospital, 

Bridgend 01656 752752 
Bridgend and District NHS Trust 01656 752752 
VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS 
Brackla Community Council 01656 767072 
Bridgend Town Council 01656 659943 
Cefn Cribwr Community Council 01656 741354 
Coity Higher Community Council 01656 656358 
Comelly Community Council 07882 044798 
Pyle Community Council 01656 670251 
Coychurch Higher Community Council 
01656 863418 

Coychurch Lower Community Council 

01656 647216 

Garw Valley Community Council 01656 736751 
Laleston Community Council 01656 656506 
Llangynwyd Lower Council 01656 728662 
Maesteg Town Council 01656 732631 
Merthyr Mawr Community Council 01656 670058 
Newcastle Higher Community Council 01446 
772536 

Ogmore Valley Community Council 01656 849402 
Pencoed Town Council 01656 869031 
Porthcawl Town Council 01656 782215 
St Brides Minor Community Council 01656 725031 
Ynysawdre Community Council 01656 736751 


- A family owned newspaper covering Penarth to Porthcawl! 


“ We hope you 
enjoy your GEM” 

CAROLINE 

ATTYA 

General Manager 


Editorial Director 


^ “We aim to use 
all local news 
items submitted’ 

Please email us at. 
ggem @internet-today.co. uk 

DON JOHN 

L Editorial Consultant 


Professional 
advertising staff are 
highly experienced in 
planning advertising 
campaigns. 
Please 

email your enquiry to 
gemsales@internet- 
^ today.co.uk 


^ Enquiries concerning ^ 
payment of accounts 
may be discussed with 
our Accounts Manager 

MARGARET 
VANDERWARKER 
on 01446 774484 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITES: 

cowbridge- 

today.co.uk 

barry-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major- 

today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


For all enquiries 
concerning the 
distribution of 
this newspaper, 
please telephone 
01446 774484 


All advertisements 
are accepted under 
our conditions of 
acceptance. 

A copy of this is 
on display at our 
Cowbridge office, 
or will be sent out 
upon request 


Write to us at: 

Glamorgan GEM, 

Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, 

COWBRTOGE, 

CF71 7EL 

Tel: 01446 774484 
or email us at: 

ggem@iiiternet-today.co.uk 
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News from Porthcawl Male Choir 

Choristers are thanked for 


their support of the RNLI 


PORTHCAWL Male Choir recently had a 
welcome visitor to their choir practice at 
Arlington Presbyterian Church, 
Arlington Road, Porthcawl when Mr 
John Abrahams, the chairman of the 
Porthcawl RNLI fundraising committee, 
presented choir chairman, Mr Viv 
Griffiths and the choir with a certificate 
from the RNLI. 

The certificate acknowledges the RNLFs thanks 
for the choir’s dedication and support to the RNLI 
service over many years. 

Albert Hall concert 





Members of the Porthcawl Male Choir, 
with wives and friends, spent a weekend 
in London, culminating with the choris¬ 
ters participating in the Gwyl Corau 
Meibion Cymru (a joint festival of 
massed male voices in the Albert Hall). 

Musical director was Dr Alwyn Humphreys, 
accompanied by pianist Caradog Williams and 


ABOVE: John Abrahams presents the 
certificate to Viv Griffiths, chairman of the 
Porthcawl. 

organist Huw Tregelles. 

Artistes supporting were an 11-year-old singer 
Steffan Morris, a group of signers from Ysgol Gerdd 
Ceredigion, and Eirlys Myfanwy Davies, a 21-year- 
old vocalist. 


PORTHCAWL AT CENTRE OF 
‘CAN YOU SING?’ COMPETITION 


FOLLOWING the 
success of the com¬ 
petition for young 
singers in any musi- 


T HE resolu¬ 
tions meeting 
this month 
heard Val Thomas, 
one of the founder 
members, read two 
very amusing and 
clever pieces. 

Then Anne Thomas 
read a poignant poem 
concerning the sending 
of the Christmas Child 
parcels. Between the 
two subjects, we had 
both laughter and tears. 

Shirley then read the 
report on the council 
meeting held in 
Brangwyn Hall in 
Swansea, on April 28 
attended by 57 WIs and 
a total of 799 members. 

Jan read a report on 
the resolution passed at 
the meeting at Briton 


cal genre last year, 
Patricia O’Neill is 
‘delighted’ to 
announce details of 


Ferry in January con¬ 
cerning the fate of dis¬ 
appearing honey bees. 
The meeting closed with 
delicious birthday cake 
for two 80-years-young 
ladies, Val and Joyce. 

During the meeting, 
forthcoming events were 
also discussed - includ¬ 
ing the popular trip to 
Blenheim Palace on 
May 20 ending with 
dinner at St Mary’s Golf 
Club. 

On May 9, a ‘hop’ 
was held at North 
Cornelly Community 
Centre which was well 
supported by locals and 
WI members alike. 

Anyone wishing to 
find out more about the 
WI can contact Pearl on 
01656 782557, or Judy 
on 01656 785477. 

BM 


this year’s event in 
aid of children’s 
hospices. 

Patricia, who lives in 
Porthcawl, said that the 
competition seeks to 
promote singing to 
young people under the 
age of 21. 

There are categories 
for age groups nine to 
11, 12 to 14, 15 to 17 
and 18 to 21 for solo 
voices and also, new for 
this year, a category for 
duos and groups in the 
age categories. 

There is a £1,000 
prize fund on offer, 
together with appear¬ 
ances for the overall 
winner on the Chris 
Needs Show, a solo 
place in the 
Remembrance Day con¬ 
cert at St David’s Hall, 
Cardiff, and the possibil¬ 
ity of representation by a 
West End agent. 

Preliminary rounds 
will be held in June at 
Porthcawl (June 20 at 
the Rest), Cardiff, 
Bristol, Caernarfon, 
Wrexham, and Llanelli. 

The semi-final will be 
held at Porthcawl Grand 
Pavilion on Sunday, July 
19 and the final will take 
place at The Riverfront 


Theatre, Newport, on 
September 26. 

Speaking after the 
launch of the competi¬ 
tion, Patricia Wheatley 
said: “I have spent my 
whole life either singing 
or teaching professional¬ 
ly and to encourage 
young people to develop 
their talent in the world 
of music is a wonderful¬ 
ly rewarding experience. 

“This is an opportuni¬ 
ty for young people from 
the ages of nine to 21 to 
start on a path that can 
lead to such wonderful 
rewards.” 

Judges at the prelimi¬ 
nary rounds include 
vocal tutors, profession¬ 
al singers and agents. In 
the final they will be 
joined by the Welsh 
soprano and Grammy 
award winner, Rebecca 
Evans. 

All profits from this 
year’s competition will 
be donated to the 
Children’s Hospices in 
Wales. 

Further details and 
an application form 
(closing date May 31) 
can be found at the com¬ 
petition’s web site, 
www.patriciaoneill- 
wheatley.com 


Laughter and 
tears at meeting 

IPORTHCAWL/NEWTON WI | 


Under-age drinking targeted in 
a borough-wide action day 


FIFTY representa¬ 
tives from public 
agencies across 
Bridgend borough 
recently joined 
forces, to tackle 
underage drinking 
and its impact on 
crime and disorder. 

Organised by the 
Safer Bridgend 
Community Partnership, 
the ‘Young Person’s 
Alcohol Action Day’ 
saw South Wales Police, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, the 
Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations, 
the National Public 
Health Service, the 
Substance Misuse Action 
Team and other agencies 


join forces to address the 
issues relating to under¬ 
age drinking in the bor¬ 
ough. 

The aim of the action 
day was to strengthen 
joint partnership work¬ 
ing and to develop a 
multi-agency plan for 
the next six months to 
tackle the issue. 

Council leader Mel 
Nott said that the event 
had the “full support” of 
the council. 

Chief Insp Simon 
Belcher promised that 
the outcome of the 
action day would be 
“taken up to the very 
top”. 

Led by Siobhan 
Riordan from ‘learning 
communities training’, 
the day-long session 


started with the team 
completing an exercise 
on the perception of 
underage drinking, 
before breaking down 
into four smaller teams 
to brainstorm opportuni¬ 
ties for partnership ini¬ 
tiatives. 

Fifteen young people 
also attended the session 
to give their views on 
underage drinking and 
offer suggestions from a 
young person’s perspec¬ 
tive. Refreshments dur¬ 
ing the day were provid¬ 
ed by young people 
working with the Youth 
Offending Service. 

The action day fol¬ 
lowed alcohol work¬ 
shops for 100 front line 
workers across the bor¬ 
ough, organised by the 


National Public Health 
Service and South Wales 
Police. 

Conway Hawkins, 
Antisocial Behaviour 
Reduction coordinator 
for the Safer Bridgend 
Community Partnership, 
who organised the action 
day said: “Drinking by 
young people is a seri¬ 
ous issue in the 
Borough, not only in 
respect of antisocial 
behaviour but also in 
terms of young people’s 
safety and health. 

“By working together, 
agencies in the area can 
do a lot to reduce this 
problem and make 
Bridgend a safer place 
for us all.” 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns of 
The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Parc 
Hospital 
staff 
reunion 

I HAVE received a 
letter from Pam 
informing me that 
there will be a 
reunion party for 
former Parc 
Hospital staff at 
Tondu Cricket 
Club on Eriday, 
September 4, 7pm 
till late. 

She writes it was sup¬ 
posed to be a biannual 
event, but it was such a 
success last year, 
demand has taken over 
and she will be organis¬ 
ing it again this year 
instead of next. 

The party last year 
raised large sums of 
money for her nominat¬ 
ed charities, and obvi¬ 
ously she hopes it will 
do the same this year. 

She is asking any past 
employees if they can 
help. Age is creeping up 
and energies are lower! 

If you would like to 
help, or want more 
information, please tele¬ 
phone 01656 721713 or 
07504 057911. 

Maesteg 

Hospital 

MAESTEG Children’s 
Choir and Maesteg and 
District Male Voice 
Choir will be holding a 
concert on Tuesday, 
June 16 in the cricket 
field grounds. 

All money raised is to 
be donated to the League 
of Friends of the hospi¬ 
tal. 

Aberkenfig 
and District 
WI 

ON May 13, president 
Eunice Williams 
opened the spring 
meeting with a warm 
welcome for all 16 
members present. 
Happy Birthday was 
sung to Eileen and 
Nancy. 

Eunice then outlined 
the events during the last 
month; seven members 
attended the recent 
Friday Night Hop at 
North Cornelly 
Community Centre. This 
was a great success - 
one member (Dorothy) 
danced every dance and 
thoroughly enjoyed her¬ 
self. 

The fish and chip 
lunch in April was again 
very successful; another 
similar event will be 
held on August 12. 

A team has been 
entered for the quiz 
night on June 8 in 
Coychurch Memorial 
Hall. 

Another planned 
event will be a visit to 
the Aubrey Arms for 
lunch, followed by a 
foray into Marks and 
Spencer in October. 

Next was the debate 
on the resolution for this 
year ‘SOS for Honey 
Bees’. Beekeepers have 
warned that the coun¬ 
try’s honey bees could 
be wiped out by disease 
in 10 years unless urgent 
research is carried out to 
find new treatments and 
drugs. 


This will cost approx¬ 
imately £8m, but unless 
this happens, our whole 
environment is at risk, 
as honey bees play a 
vital role in the pollina¬ 
tion of food crops and 
in our environment. No 
bees - no cross pollina¬ 
tion of crops. 

All 16 members 
voted for the resolution 
to be carried. This 
means that the votes 
will pass on to the AGM 
in London in June and 
then lobbying 
Parliament for action 
will begin. 

Eunice gave her 
report on the council 
meeting in Swansea in 
April, which included 
an item about Taylors of 
Harrogate, who have 
again generously sup¬ 
plied all Women’s 
Institutes throughout the 
UK with a large pack of 
Yorkshire tea. 

Taylors also offer 
various community bur¬ 
saries in order to help 
the WI to help others. 
Three million trees have 
been planted since 1990 
simply by people col¬ 
lecting coupons on 
Yorkshire tea and cof¬ 
fee. Well done! 

WI’s are grouped into 
links - Aberkenfig and 
District is linked with 
Mynydd Cynfig, Cefn 
Cribwr and Laleston - 
this group was due to 
hold a spring social on 
Monday, May 18, but 
unfortunately, the enter¬ 
tainment director, Keith 
Evans, was admitted 
into hospital on 
Saturday morning for 
observation and tests. 

The social has been 
postponed until Keith is 
well enough to resume 
his many activities. 

Many local people will 
know Keith Evans, who 
grew up in Aberkenfig. 
He is also a prominent 
member of the Tondu 
Arts Society, and all 
wish him a speedy 
recovery. 

The inexhaustible tea 
hostesses were Hilary, 
Peggy and Pearl; the 
competition for any item 
beginning with the letter 
‘D’ was won by Eunice 
with a gorgeous Dougal 
dog and the raffle was 
won by Dilys. 

The next meeting will 
be at the Welfare Hall 
Aberkenfig at 2pm on 
Wednesday, June 10, 
when the speaker will be 
Linda Feagan of the 
Dogs Trust, and there 
will be a special tea as it 
is also a celebration of 
the branch’s 28th birth¬ 
day. 

New members and 
guests are always most 
welcome. 


Nature 

reserve 

Parc Slip Nature 
Reserve, Tondu is hold¬ 
ing a family event on 
Tuesday, May 26, meet¬ 
ing at the visitor centre 
at 1pm, entitled ‘Wind 
in the Willows’. 

Guides will show 
everyone around the 
reserve and you may 
spot a real life Mr Toad, 
Badger or Ratty. 

It is envisaged that the 
tour will finish at 
approximately 4pm, the 
cost will be £1.50 per 
person and to book a 
place, telephone 01656 
724100, as places will 
be limited. 

Sarn 

Community 

Centre 

TEN children, aged six 
to 14 from Sarn, were 
recently encouraged to 
participate in an event 
funded by the 
Communities Eirst 
Team, involving 
Academi, Bridgend 
libraries and arts 
development. 

The children spent 
three days in creative 
writing of poems titled 
‘Journey to Porthcawl’ 
under the guidance of 
the author Anita 
Flowers. 

The artist Dom 
Williams encouraged 
the children to draw a 
series of images to help 
illustrate their poems 
over a period of four 
days. These images 
were then copied onto 
large wooden boards 
and, using acrylic 
paints, the children 
completed three colour¬ 
ful murals depicting the 
journey. 

Each child was 
encouraged to record 
their own poem, and 
these were then used to 
create an audio visual 
DVD as a permanent 
memento of their fine 
work. 

Margaret Griffiths, 
the Bridgend children’s 
librarian, stated that the 
murals will be kept on 
permanent display and 
used to enhance the new 
extended library at the 
centre. A copy of the 
DVD will be kept at the 
library. 


Services 

AT St David’s Church, 
Bettws, there is a spe¬ 
cial Ascension Day 
service at the church 
today (May 21) at 7pm. 

At St David’s 
Church, Pontycymer, 
there will be a praise 
Pentecost service on 
Sunday, May 31 at 
6pm. 

Tynyrheol 

Primary 

School 

MR Martin Griffiths, 
headteacher, has asked 
that parents take note 
that inappropriate 
hairstyles are not suit¬ 
able at the school. 

He points out that 
children come to school 
to learn, and conspicu¬ 
ous hairstyles take the 
emphasis off learning 
and often result in the 
child being ridiculed by 
their peers. 

Also, the school is 
unable to take any pupils 
with inappropriate hair¬ 
styles on school visits or 
sports matches to other 
schools due to incidents 
that have occurred in the 
past. 

The school will break 
up for the Whitsun holi¬ 
day on Friday, May 22 
and will restart on 
Monday, June 1. 

Aberkenfig 
Retired 
Persons Club 

THE club meets at the 
Len Evans Centre, 

Heol Persondy, every 
Wednesday between 
1.45pm-4pm, visitors 
and new members are 
most welcome. 

On Thursday, June 18, 
the club is organising a 
coach trip to Weston- 
Super-Mare, leaving the 
Central Cafe at 9.30am. 

The cost is subsidised 
and is £7 per person. 
There are still a few 
seats available, so if 
interested please tele¬ 
phone Joyce/Tom on 
01656 720823/720026. 


DIABETES COFFEE 
MORNING INVITE 

A COFFEE morning to raise money for 
Diabetes UK is being held in Trinity 
Church, Porthcawl, on Friday, May 29, 
from 10am-12noon. 

The event is also aiming to increase awareness 
of diabetes, and to give more information about 
this condition. 

At the coffee morning there will be stalls 
including plants, cards and a raffle, and diabetic 
recipe cake. 
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The £750,000 sea outfall 
scheme is completed in 
time for summer season 


SEAFRONT beach, Porthcawl, is on standby for the summer tourists following the 
completion of Dwr Cymru Welsh Water’s £750,000 scheme to replace the long sea 
outfall. 

Although the previous concrete outfall pipe on the beach - known locally as Town Beach - was operat¬ 
ing effectively, structural wear and tear meant a new pipe was needed to safeguard public health and 

safety, and to give the beach a facelift, it was -^ 

explained. 

The previous outfall pipe was six feet high and 
ran down the middle of the beach - however, the 
majority of the new pipe has been laid within the 
rock and under the sand. 

“The work, which began in November 2008, has 
been completed in time for the summer season and 
will improve the view of the beach for local people 
and tourists alike,” said project manager Paul James. 

“The scheme was designed to address aesthetic 
and safety issues surrounding the existing structure. 

The new outfall will directly benefit people in the 
Porthcawl area - particularly those residents over¬ 
looking the beach. 

“We hope the improvements at Seafront beach 
will have a positive impact on the busy tourist sea¬ 
son in Porthcawl,” he added. 

A separate £1.4m Welsh Water project is also tak¬ 
ing place in Porthcawl to alleviate the risk of inter¬ 
nal flooding to properties. It includes the renewal of 
sewers along the Esplanade, Esplanade Avenue, 

Well Street, Mary Street, part of John Street car 
park, Hillsborough Place and Dock Street and is 
scheduled to be completed in early June. 


Fun day 

THERE will be a 
family fun day at 
Porthcawl Primary 
School, Meadow 
Lane, on Saturday, 
June 6 (12pm-4pm). 

So what is happen¬ 
ing? Face painting, 
pony rides, lots of fun 
stalls for the kids plus a 
45ft adventure inflat¬ 
able. 

Entertainment also 
includes demonstra¬ 
tions from the Sea 
Cadets, Tai Bo Kick 
Aerobics, Morris 
Dancers, St Clare’s 
dancers, and sports 
events. 

There is a pirate or 
princess fancy dress 
theme on the day with 
a parade and prizes for 
best dressed boy/girl. 

For more informa¬ 
tion or to have a stall, 
telephone Annette on 
01656 788554. 


Councils 
to stick 
together 

A GUM busting 
machine may be 
bought by a consor¬ 
tium of town coun¬ 
cils which would 
share it. 

Coun David Unwin 
told Bridgend Town 
Council that various 
councils were interested 
in buying one jointly, 
and he said he had writ¬ 
ten for costings. 

He said: “Gum is a 
major problem on all our 
streets, and it is relent¬ 
less. 

“It’s no good spend¬ 
ing millions on regener¬ 
ation if we have pave¬ 
ments stained with gum. 

“We will need to get 
Bridgend cleaned up 
before the Wales in 
Bloom judging takes 
place.” 



The long outfall pipe, before (above) and 
after the work was completed (below). 



Local planning applications 


Mrs Ritchie, 3 
Leckwith Rise, 

Bridgend - felling and 
removal of branches. 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School, 
Park Avenue, 

Porthcawl - single 
storey gymnasium 
store. 

Emma Gibby, 2 Llys 
Coed, Broadlands - 
removal of condition 
one, relating to the pro¬ 
vision of two off-street 
parking spaces. 

Miss J Martin, 12 
Alexandra Road, 
Pontycymmer - 
detached garage and 
storage area. 

K Evans and M Evans, 
46 and 48 Dunraven 
Place, Bridgend - 
change of use to offices 
on first floor of 48 
Dunraven Place and 
second floor of 46 
Dunraven Place, and 
fire escape to rear. 

Ms A Cooke, 
Greenacres, Laleston 


- demolish existing 
house and construct 
new with attached 
swimming pool and 
garage wings, altered 
access and new wall. 
Mr and Mrs Jones, 5 
Willesden Road, Cefn 
Glas - new front 
entrance porchway. 
Jacobs UK Ltd, The 
Old Mill Viaduct, 
Llangynwydd 
remove existing securi¬ 
ty fence and install pal¬ 
isade fences. 

Mr A John, land adja¬ 
cent 9 Meadows 
Street, North Cornelly 

- detached dormer bun¬ 
galow 

Starmore Estates 
Limited, 6-10 Queen 
Street, Bridgend - re¬ 
modelling front and 
rear elevations, erect 
partial third floor and 
convert floors one to 
three to 10 self-con¬ 
tained flats. 

Nolan Recycling 

Limited, Waste 


Transfer Station, The 
Old Quarry, Stormy 
Down - vary condition 
2 of 08/441 to allow 
servicing of vehicles 
outside the stated times. 
Mr S Jones, land off 
New Street, Pantygog 
- extend the time to 
submit reserved matters 
by two years. 

BCBC Children's 
Directorate, Trelales 
Primary School, Well 
Street, Laleston - pro¬ 
vision of new cycle 
shelter on existing car 
parking and provision 
of replacement parking 
spaces. 

Mr R Dunster, 42A 
Highflelds, Brackla - 
erect 5ft fence totally 
enclosing front garden 
with an entrance gate. 
Mrs S Holmes, land 
adjacent 40 Meadow 
Close, Coychurch - 
two storey four bed¬ 
room house. 
Archdiocese of Cardiff, 
land off Whitethorn 


Drive, Brackla - new 
secondary school, with 
associated playing 
fields, parking and 
leisure facility. 

Mr P Troakes, Fferm Y 
Parc, off Oaklands 
Avenue, Bridgend - 
one dwelling. 

Miss P Liddon, 18 Cae 
Bryn, Bryntirion - loft 
conversion with flat 
roof dormer. 

Mr P Dunne, 30 
Commercial Street, 
Maesteg - renewal of 
fascia boards window 
units rainwater goods 
repointing of brickwork 
and replacement of 
shop front. 

Mr R Crawley, 110 
Heol West Plas, Coity 

- demolition of existing 
garage and single 
storey extension to 
side/rear. 

Mrs J Roche, land 
adjacent The 

Paddocks, Bryn Road, 
Tondu - one new resi¬ 
dential dwelling. 


THE BRIDGEND MALE 
CHOIR CELEBRATES 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
WITH NEW CD RELEASE 



BRIDGEND Male 
Choir has recorded 
its 50th birthday 
golden anniversary 
celebratory CD in 
readiness for release 
later this year. 

The CD recording 
was masterminded by 
former EMI and 
Universal Records exec¬ 
utive, Gordon Lorenz, 
who worked closely 
with the choir’s skilled 
and charismatic musical 
director, John Jenkins. 

As well as enjoying 
the musical support of 
its excellent accompa¬ 
nist, Laura Smith, cho¬ 
risters were also sup¬ 
ported by organist, Scott 
Williams from Brackla, 
who had worked with 
the choir on numerous 
previous occasions. 

To add that special 
extra touch the choir had 
engaged the services of 
members of one of the 
UK’s best known group 
of musicians, who no 
sooner than they had 
finished recording, were 
dashing back to join the 
rehearsals for the Welsh 
National Opera’s pro¬ 
duction of La Boheme. 

The choir is very 
grateful to Tabernacle 
Chapel at Bridgend for 
the use of its excellent 
facility and wonderful 
acoustics, and is also 
indebted to its own 
music committee for its 
hard work, headed by 
choir vice-chairman, 
John Gould. 

Gordon Lorenz, who 
has been at the helm for 
the production of more 
than 800 albums, was 
wholesome in his praise 
for the quality of the CD 
which he said is “one of 
the best”. 


This undoubtedly 
would have been assisted 
by the choir engaging the 
services of the UK’s 
foremost sound quality 
engineer, Richard Scott. 

The CD is intended to 
provide a mix of items 
from the Bridgend Male 
Choir repertoire. In 
Welsh, it includes 
Gwahoddiad, Lisa Lan, 
Si Hei Lwli Mabi and 
Finlandia. 

Popular items from 
theatre include, ‘Bring 
Him Home’ (Les 
Miserables), ‘You’ll 
Never Walk Alone’ 
(Carousel), ‘Cavatina’ 
(Deer Hunter), Memory 
(Cats), and Puccini’s 
‘Humming Chorus’ from 
Madame Butterfly. 

Light music choices 
include ‘As Long As I 
Have Music’, ‘This 
Little Light of Mine’ and 
Karl Jenkins’ Pie lesu. 

To please those who 
enjoy traditional choir 
‘potboilers’, also includ¬ 
ed are Comrades in 
Arms, The Creation and 
Pilgrims ’ Chorus. 

Musical director, John 
Jenkins, wrote the scores 
for the instrumentalists 
and both he and his team 
have worked choristers 
hard with preparation 
and many hours practice 
to make this recording a 
success. 

For their part, choris¬ 
ters are pleased and no 
doubt relieved that the 
actual recording has now 
been successfully com¬ 
pleted. 

To provide an indica¬ 
tion of the popularity of 
the Bridgend Male Choir 
sound, the choir’s previ¬ 
ous CDs are virtually 
sold out. 

To place an advance 
order for a copy of the 
new production, please 


contact choir secretary, 
Gareth Reese on 01656 
862037, or send a mes¬ 
sage to the choir’s web¬ 
site www.bridgendmale- 
choir.co.uk 


BRIDGEND has 
been named among 
the greenest places 
in the UK - and the 
greenest in Wales. 

The area has more 
‘green’ businesses, 
organisations and repre¬ 
sentatives per capita 
than almost anywhere 
else. 

Bridgend has a recy¬ 
cling centre, farm shop, 
environmental consult¬ 
ant, insulation installer, 
organic food shop, dou¬ 
ble glazing business, 
asbestos removal serv¬ 
ice or conservation 
group for every 3,095 
local residents, but no 
Green councillors, 
according to local infor¬ 
mation website local- 
life.co.uk. 

Norwich retains the 
top spot in the eco- 
league table from 2008, 
with one green business 


ABOVE (from left): 

Gordon Lorenz^ 
producer, Richard 
Scott, sound 
engineer, and a 
team member. 


or organisation per 1,453 
people - but second 
place Peterborough is 
closing in on the crown. 
Six of the top twenty 
towns have one or more 
Green councillors. 

Tony Martin, chair¬ 
man of locallife.co.uk, 
said: “Bridgend is riding 
high in the environmen¬ 
tal stakes and sits in six¬ 
teenth place nationally. 

In times of economic 
uncertainty it’s easy for 
green issues to be put on 
the back-burner, but it 
seems the people of 
Bridgend continue to 
make eco-friendly choic¬ 
es. It’s clear businesses 
and services such as 
farm shops and environ¬ 
mental consultants need 
customers to survive. As 
long as Bridgend doesn’t 
rest on its green laurels, 
there’s no reason it can’t 
break into the top ten in 
2010 .” 


DAVID T BURT 


Bridgend named 
one of the top 
UK ‘green places’ 


Going walkies is very good 
for dog owners’ health too! 


DOGS Trust 
Bridgend is sup¬ 
porting a new 
Health Challenge 
Wales campaign 
aimed at getting 
people to ‘take 
small steps to 
improve their 
health and fitness’. 

The Dog’s Trust, 
which houses dozens of 
abandoned and unwant¬ 
ed animals at its rehom¬ 
ing centre, relies on 
teams of volunteers to 
give the dogs their 
daily exercises - and 
says that a walk is just 
as good a way for 
humans to stay healthy 
as it is for their four¬ 
legged friends. 

The centre’s manag¬ 
er, Beverly Price, said: 
“Dog walking is part of 
our every day routine 
here at the Trust. It’s a 
great way to keep fit, 
and enjoy some of the 
wonderful countryside 


that Wales has to offer. 

“We are happy to 
support the campaign, 
and would like to see 
more people enjoying 
the great outdoors with 
their dogs!” 

A spokesperson for 
the Health Challenge 
Wales campaign said: 
“With the latest phase 
of our campaign now 
underway, we are try¬ 
ing to get across the 
message that making 
small and inexpensive 
changes to a daily rou¬ 
tine can make a big dif¬ 
ference to one’s health. 

“There are lots of lit¬ 
tle changes people can 
make - such as walking 
a dog, or walking some 
of the way to work. 
Some other things, such 
as quitting smoking are 
a little harder, but there 
are still simple steps 
people can take to help 
them”. 



ABOVE: Pictured are Christine 
Griffiths Smith and her dog Gromit, with 
Mark Eagleton and Mandy (left) and 
Richard Goss and Archer (right). 
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‘SOCTAT. WORKERS DTD NOT TELL POLICE ABOUT ABUSE’ 


The Vale Council apologises 
after its inexcusable failings 
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Report by JAYNE ISAAC 


‘A BLEAK day 
for the Vale’. 

That was how Vale 
Council leader 
Gordon Kemp 
described the pub¬ 
lication of an 
inquiry into how a 
19-year-old man 
with a history of 
sexual problems 
was given an adult 
placement by Vale 
social workers with 
a family that 
included two 
young children - a 
three-year-old boy 
and a nine-year-old 
girl. 

He sexually abused 
both the children and 
has since been jailed for 
an indeterminate period, 
with a tariff of at least 
six years. 

The parents of the 
children were never 
warned of the teenag¬ 
er’s sexual background 
and it emerged during 
the inquiry that this 
information was also 
never passed onto some 
of the social workers 
responsible for placing 
him with a family. 

Now, the Vale 
Council has given an 
unreserved apology to 
the family and to the 
community - and has 
instituted a huge shake- 
up in its procedures to 
ensure that such failings 
never happen again. 

Three members of 
the ‘Leaving Care’ team 
at the council have been 
suspended, and now 
face further disciplinary 
action following the 
publication of the 
inquiry report. 

The report concluded 
that social workers were 
too concerned with 
looking after the inter¬ 
ests of the 19-year- old 
- who they regarded as 
a victim. They did not 
properly assess the risk 


he posed to the two 
young children. 

The inquiry has 
drawn up 12 recom¬ 
mendations to prevent 
such a case arising 
again, and they have 
been included in an 
action plan. 

Coun Kemp said that 
it was a bad day for the 
council and it reflected 
a tragic situation, espe¬ 
cially for the two chil¬ 
dren and their parents. 

The complaint 
against the man was 
made by the children to 
their parents on 
December 30 last year. 

He was immediately 
removed by social 
workers but they failed 
to follow procedures 
laid down under child 
protection rules, and did 
not notify the police of 
the alleged abuse. 

Instead, it was the 
parents who did this 
three days later. The 
man was then arrested 
and subsequently prose¬ 
cuted. 

Coun Kemp stated he 
first become aware of 
the case at the begin¬ 
ning of January and 
fully backed social 
services director Philip 
Evans in his decision to 
carry out a thorough 
investigation, with 
assistance from the 
NSPCC. 

The Vale Council 
press conference was 
given details of the 
background to the case, 
and of the action plan 
drawn up by the council 
to tackle failings and 
ensure that such a case 
did not arise in future. 

Coun Kemp said: 
“The report that we 
have today highlights 
failings made in the 
social services depart¬ 
ment, particularly by 
individuals in that 
department, which led 
to this situation aris¬ 
ing.” 

Speaking to The 
GEM after the press 


conference, Coun Kemp 
gave an assurance as 
council leader that his 
role, and those of ah the 
elected members, would 
be to ensure that the 
action plan would be 
fully implemented. 

He said that there 
would be monitoring of 
the process by the cabi¬ 
net, by council scrutiny 
committees and by 
backbench councillors 
to make sure that the 
recommendations made 
in the report were acted 
upon. 

“We will be kept 
fully informed of 
progress,” he added. 

Asked about the 
funding of the Social 
Services department, 
Coun Kemp said that 
the authority was 
spending more than it 
was required to spend 
under Assembly fund¬ 
ing rules on social serv¬ 
ices. 

“But it’s how we 
spend this money that’s 
important,” he said. “It 
must be targeted prop¬ 
erly and we must have 
the right staff in place.” 

Coun Kemp was 
asked if there was a cul¬ 
ture in the social servic¬ 
es department of failing 
to follow proper proce¬ 
dures and of cutting 
corners. He replied that 
the investigation had 
not produced any evi¬ 
dence of this. 

“But the cause of this 
problem was staff not 
following procedures 
and we will ensure that 
there are checks in 
place to monitor how 
staff carry out their 
duties, and to make sure 
that the rules are fol¬ 
lowed. 

“We must guard 
against any relaxation 
in the rules at any time. 
We need proper safe¬ 
guards in place to 
ensure that procedures 
are followed.” 

He said that all the 
other adult placements 
made by the authority 
had been checked since 


this case came to light 
and ah were found to be 
in order. 

Chief executive John 
Maitland Evans 
described the situation 
as tragic and he said he 
was very sorry. 

He pointed out that 
the council had not 
sought to make any 
excuses or cover any¬ 
thing up. 

“This is a very bad 
report - the worst report 
I have ever seen in my 
time with the council. 
But the report provides 
us with a basis for 
action and some of this 
has aheady begun. 

“The failings of a 
small number of staff 
make grim reading. 
There was failure to 
assess risk, there was 
bad professional judge¬ 
ment and a failure to 
follow the All Wales 
Child Protection proce¬ 
dures. 

“This sort of practice 
is unacceptable and it 
must never be repeat¬ 
ed.” 

He said that the 12 
recommendations in the 
report provided the 
basis for the change that 
was needed. 

“I am angry that we 
made mistakes and I am 
determined to ensure 
that they are not repeat¬ 
ed.” 

Social services direc¬ 
tor Philip Evans said 
that anyone reading the 
report would be dis¬ 
tressed by what hap¬ 
pened to the two chil¬ 
dren, and would also be 
shocked and angry at 
the serious mistakes 
that were made. 

“They will be con¬ 
cerned to ensure that 
other children do not 
suffer in the same way. 
People in the council 
feel exactly the same. 
We have to accept 
responsibility for the 
harm caused. 

“This means facing 
up to the criticisms 
made in this report. We 
must regain and restore 
public trust in our social 
services.” 

Mr Evans stated that 
urgent action had been 
taken to set up the 
inquiry to find out what 
went wrong, who 
should accept responsi¬ 
bility and how the 
council could ensure 
such things do not hap¬ 
pen again. 

“Serious mistakes 
were made and we are 
not offering any excus¬ 
es. We accept entirely 
the findings of the 
report. It is especially 
sad that we let down a 
family who welcomed 
this young man into 
their home. 

“We need to give 
urgent reassurance to 
people who provide 
adult placements for us 
that all the current 
placements we have are 
safe. 

“There must be no 
question of our absolute 
commitment to protect 
children in these homes 
and that means sharing 


ah relevant information 
with those families.” 

Mr Evans said that 
the responsibility for 
placing the young man 
with this family was 
shared between a num¬ 
ber of staff, but it was 
the work of the Leaving 
Care team that had the 
most adverse impact. 

“We have changed 
ah the managers in this 
service,” he said. 
“Although the inquiry 
found evidence of some 
high standards of work, 
it is right to focus on 
what went wrong here. 

“I am especially con¬ 
cerned about the assess¬ 
ment of risk - they 
were naive and did not 
take account of the full 
case history.” 

He stated that after 
the allegations of abuse 
were made by the par¬ 
ents, social workers did 
not follow child protec¬ 
tion procedures and call 
in the police. Instead, 
the parents did that 
themselves. 

“The failure of staff 
to act is almost beyond 
understanding,” he went 
on. “There were many 
safeguards in place to 
prevent this but the con¬ 
duct of some staff and 
managers fell seriously 
below standard. These 
are experienced, quali¬ 
fied staff who have 
worked in the Vale for 
some time.” 

Mr Evans promised 
that further disciplinary 
action against those sus¬ 
pended would follow 
quickly. 

He said that short¬ 
comings identified in 
the report would be rec¬ 
tified by the action plan 
including issues to do 
with training and super¬ 
vision. 

“Some staff must 
acquire a better under¬ 
standing of risk and 
they must place proper 
emphasis on the risk 
posed by service users 
to others. We are get¬ 
ting on with these 
changes and we want 
them all in place within 
months.” 

He said that he was 
brought into the Vale 
last year to address 
problems in social serv¬ 
ices and this case had 
shown how deep some 
problems were. 

“There’s a long way 
to go, but I can assure 
people in the Vale and 
elsewhere that the 
action plan will be 
delivered and delivered 
on time. 


“We can, we must 
and we will do better. 

“Sadly, these changes 
have come too late for 
this family. We 
acknowledge that staff 
made serious errors of 
judgement and we 
accept responsibility for 
those decisions and for 
the harm they have 
caused.” 

Coun Dorothy 
Turner, cabinet member 
for social and care serv¬ 
ices, said she was the 
link between residents 
and the department. 

She added her apolo¬ 
gies and said that peo¬ 
ple must be shown that 
the authority was trust¬ 
worthy. 

There was fierce 
questioning of the panel 
at the press conference 
with most questions 
directed at Philip Evans, 
including a call for him 
to consider his position. 

He said that it was 
right for him to do that 
as the serious errors 
were made by staff in 
his directorate. 

“We have an action 
plan that must be deliv¬ 
ered and I am commit¬ 
ted to that and it is 
important to see it 
through. It is not a time 
to walk away from 
these problems. 

“Resignation is an 
easy thing to do but it 
would not be responsi¬ 
ble. It’s important to 
stay and see through 
this programme.” 

Confidence in Mr 
Evans was expressed by 
Coun Gordon Kemp, 
who said he was the 
best person to see the 
changes through. 

“He has been in post 
since the beginning of 
2008 and my view is 
that he has done well. I 
am pleased with his 
work and confident that 
he will see this action 
plan through to a suc¬ 
cessful conclusion.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said that she would be 
meeting with Gwenda 
Thomas AM, the 
Assembly Deputy 
Minister for Social 
Services, to “discuss the 
actions she is taking to 
hold the Vale Council to 
account”. 

Jane Hutt added: “As 
the Children’s 
Commissioner has said, 
this was ‘an inexcusable 
series of events’, which 
resulted in a serious 
failure to protect the 
children who have been 
affected so adversely by 
these events.” 
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VISIT OUR UNIQUE INDOOR 
SHOWROOM & DESIGN STUDIO 

Product range 
•Patio slabs 

•Timber Fencing Products 
•Garden Lighting 
•Verde Artificial Grass 
•Garden Buildings 
•Hot Tubs & Spars - 

SERVICES FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION 

To make an appointment for a FREE eonsultation 

Telephone 01656 750931 

or visit our showroom at 

Heol Ffaldau, Brackla Industrial Estate, Bridgend 

enquiries @bad§erslandscape.co.uk 
Covering Bridgend, Cowbridge & The Vale of Glamorgan 
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COMPUTER SUPPORT FOR 
BUSINESS AND DOMESTIC USERS 
•New systems 
•Support and maintenance 
•Health-checks 
•Repairs 
•Upgrades 

•Home visits ^ 

•Dual-Core systems from £199 

Call 0845 009 5645 or visit www.red-dragonit.co.uk 

The Vale's premier Computer Support Company 



p _ THE GEM - 5 

Bridgend enters 
Wales in Bloom 


BRIDGEND is to 
enter the Wales in 
Bloom competition 
this year. 

Coun David Unwin 
said that the town had 
been involved in the 
competition in the early 
199()s and, although it 
had reached a certain 
level, it was subsequent¬ 
ly embroiled in years of 
regeneration work. 

“That was not con¬ 
ducive to entering the 
competition. This year, 
they are altering the cri¬ 
teria forjudging. Just 
coming in and seeing 
how colourful the flow¬ 
ers are is old hat. 

“They have broadened 
it out to take into 
account other things, 
apart from what they see 
in the town centre. 

“We have a number of 
environmental projects 
in and around the area 
that will now be includ¬ 
ed.” 

He said it was time 
for Bridgend to dip its 
toe in the water again. 

“We have 400 flower 
baskets and eight flower 
towers. They will also 
look at the cleanliness of 
the town and the lack of 
chewing gum and graffi¬ 


ti plus the restoration of 
the old buildings will all 
be important. 

“As a council, we 
have restored the 
Randall Memorial in 
Caroline Street and car¬ 
ried out shrub planting 
and other landscaping, 
including our Cydcoed 
schemes in Craig y 
Parcau and Newbridge 
Eields plus the wild- 
flower meadow on 
Reuben’s Eield. 

“Work has been done 
around Newcastle 
Church and the castle, 
and we have cleaned 
Ruhamah burial ground, 
plus our project with the 
garden at St. Mary’s 
Primary School. 

“All of these will be 
included. It will be put 
together as a package to 
be judged and it costs us 
nothing to enter. We will 
be put forward in the 
small town category and 
judging will be at the 
beginning of July. 

“This could be the 
start of putting Bridgend 
on the environmental 
map.” 

He added that there 
were no roads being dug 
up in Bridgend at the 
moment - which was a 
plus. 


Elvis Festival 
line-up unveiled 
at Porthcawl 


NOW in its sixth year, the Porthcawl 
Elvis Eestival is the biggest event of its 
kind in Europe. 

Every year, tens of thousands of Elvis fans 
descend on the seaside town and this year’s event 
takes place from September 25-28. (Eull details 
www.elvies.co.uk) 

The feature event is The Elvies Award Show for 
Elvis Tribute Artists (ETAs). Categories include 
The Gold Lame Jacket, Best Gospel Elvis, Best 
Movie Elvis, Best ‘68 Special Elvis and Best 
Vegas. 

Guest star this year is Joseph Hall, a finalist from 
America’s Got Talent. Other official shows at The 
Grand Pavilion include The Irish Masters, Elvis at 
the Movies, The Gospel Show and Trilogy. 

In addition, the festival hosts one of the leading 
competitions for ETAs. 

At The Hi Tide, there will be more than 100 
shows in four bars, featuring 50 leading ETAs. The 
venue has also extended the festival to four days, 
with The Elvis Earewell Breakfast on the Monday 
Morning. 

The Eringe Eestival includes another 20 venues 
around the town, along with a five-a-side Elvis 
football match on the beach, and a Priscilla beauty 
pageant on the Promenade. 

Charles Stone, Elvis’ former tour producer, will 
be launching his biography at the festival. 

This year, the festival will also be launching the 
search for Britain's most devoted Elvis couple, who 
will renew their vows at a ceremony on the seafront 
conducted by Rev Steve Caprice, an ordained min¬ 
ister. 


FOY & CO. INTERIORS 
Re-upholstery & Soft Furnishing 
SPECIALISTS 

Modern, Antique, Private and commercial work. 

OVER 100,000 metres of FABRIC in stock! 


Huge range of leading designer fabrics by: 

Romo, Designers Guild, Osborne & Little, Colefax & Fowler 
plus many more. All current, to clear upjo £8 per mtr 


Open Monday to Saturday 10am-5pm 

(01446) 771210 

H Mobile (07971) 538414 

Unit 8B2 Vale Business Park m 
^ Llandow, Cowbridge, CF71 7PF ^ 
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From Northants 
with love - 
Porthcawl’s 
new lifeboat 



ABOVE: The new lifeboat^ Rose of the Shires. 


THE volunteer awarded to the volunteer improved performanee 

RNLI crew at crew for services on and a higher top speed of 

board Giles - in 2002 35 knots, upgraded navi- 
and 2004 
Since 
Atlantic 


Porthcawl have wel¬ 
comed the new ‘B’ 
class, Atlantic 85 


inshore 


gation equipment which 
March, the includes radar, VHP 
75, Walters direction finder and pro- 


lifeboat Lifeboat had been on vision for a fourth crew 


Rose of the Shires, station at 

She is a new, modern while the new RNLI 
inshore lifeboat, larger lifeboat was being built, 
and faster than her pred¬ 
ecessor, the Atlantic 75. 


Porthcawl member. 

The Atlantic 85, at 8.5 
metres long, has more 
RNLI survivor space too and is 
of being 


Porthcawl _ 

Lifeboat Operations 
The new £160,000 Manager Phil Missen munched operationally 
lifeboat was paid for by said: “The volunteer force-7 m daylight 

a fundraising appeal RNLI crew are looking 

which was run in forward to getting to ,, , 

TVT 4 - u- 1 4 -u • i-f f . Mr Missen added: 

Northamptonshire, know their new lifeboat; , 

uiji-ii 1 u u We were, of course sad 

backed by local people each member of the q.,’ , , 

and RNLI fundraising crew will be trained 


fundraising 
branches alike. 

PorthcawTs original assessed in their sea- 


, , given sterling service at 

through the week and porthcawl.” 


. , . , Those rescued 

Atlantic 75, Giles, was manship skills with the assisted by the retiring 
funded by the legacy of new boat by RNLI staff. rnLI lifeboat have 
late cartoonist Ronald “Once this has been included fishermen 
Carl Giles. It was retired completed to the canoeists, dinghy sailors’ 
in March this year after required RNLI stan- - ■ 


13 years at Porthcawl. 
clocking up an impres¬ 
sive record of 507 on service.” 
launches, 475 people 
rescued, 117 of which predecessor, 
were lives saved 


jet-skiers, surfers, wind- 
dards. Rose of the Shires surfers, swimmers, occu- 

will be officially placed pants of inflatable 


dinghies, casualties fall- 
Compared with her en from cliffs, lost chil- 
the new dren, people marooned 


lifeboat’s features by the tide, and medical 
Two Bronze Medal include more powerful emergencies on boats off 
services were also engines, giving shore. 


Council to look at 
GI memorial idea 


A REQUEST to 
place a memorial in 
Porthcawl to 
American GIs sta¬ 
tioned there (before 
taking part in the 
D-Day invasion of 
Normandy) is to be 
looked into. 

Coun David Newton- 
Williams told Porthcawl 
Town Council that the 
request for a memorial 
has been made by John 
Head of Essex, who was 
evacuated to Porthcawl 
during the war and 
remembers the US sol¬ 
diers in the town. 

He has already had a 
letter published in The 
GEM on this issue. 

Coun Newton 

Williams asked for the 
issue to be deferred until 
he could consult with 
colleagues in the Royal 
British Legion. 

He said that the 
British Reconnaissance 
forces, known as the 
Polar Bears, had placed 
all their records and 
memorabilia into the 
Porthcawl Museum, and 
there was a plaque to 
them on Esplanade 
House. Their unit was 
formed in Porthcawl 
especially for the war. 

He said: “It is right 


that we honour the 
memory of these people 
who gave their lives. 

“I am very conscious 


of this, following my 
visit to Ypres where I 
went to the war cemeter¬ 
ies.” 


Fence dispute 
still drags on 


THE vexed ques¬ 
tion of the missing 
fence at Nottage 
Forge has again 
been raised at 
Porthcawl Town 
Council. 

Coun Barbara Stubbs 
reminded members that 
the town council had 
written to Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council last August, 
asking their property 
department to replace a 
boundary fence by 
Nottage Eorge which 
had been removed by 
their workmen some 
years ago when the bus 
shelter was replaced. 


removal of this fence 
has resulted in increased 
fly tipping and vandal¬ 
ism, which has affected 
the forge. 

“The business is now 
owned by the nephew- 
in-law of the previous 
owner, and there are still 
problems there. 

“We should write 
again and ask the coun¬ 
cil if it intends to 
replace the fence in the 
near future. It is a health 
and safety issue.” 

Coun Alana Davies 
said that the borough 
council had responded 
to point out that they 
were not responsible, 
and that it was up to the 


Coun Stubbs said that private owner. 


promises were made to 
the owner of Nottage 
Eorge that the fence 
would be replaced, but 
nothing has been done. 

She said that the town 
council had received no 
satisfaction on this mat¬ 
ter. 

She continued: “The 


Clerk Ceri Anderson 
said that the council had 
now received a further 
reply stating they would 
look into it. 

It was agreed to ask 
Coun Rosemary Deere, 
who represents the area 
on the borough council, 
to investigate. 


PORTHCAWL TOWN 
COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE 


PORTHCAWL made to raise the profile ing the winter and more 
Town Council has Porthcawl frequently in the sum- 

made the following Lifeboat station. mer. This is being looked 

Hnnatinnw- Chairman John into. 

Col Canto £200- PRAISE FOR 

Col Canto, £200, Bridgend County ppvT jpp 

Bridgend County Borough Council’s coun- _ 

Youth Singer of the tryside and destination ^ ^here was praise for 
year, £50; Teflonstage manager to consider prompt action taken 
amateur group, £100; adding a finger to the fin- police and community 
Porthcawl Jazz ger posts on the prome- support officers who 

Festival, £250; nade directing people to immediately removed 

Porthcawl Sea the station. sheets of glass that had 

Festival, £1,000. He said that they been dumped by glass 

LIFEBOAT would also inform visi- recycling bins at the 
STATION whereabouts Porthcawl RFC playing 

ATTEMPTS are to be the station, which is fields. 

open every Sunday dur- Mr Howard Griffiths 
wrote to thank town 
councillors and others 
for their support in get¬ 
ting this glass taken 
away, as it had posed a 
serious hazard to chil¬ 
dren. 

Police support officers 
went to the site straight 
from the PACT meeting 
where this was raised, 
and arranged for it to be 
taken away the following 
morning. 


Pupils learn to cycle in safety 

MORE than 200 17, Headway Bridgend during the talks pupils ness of brain injury and bike to emphasise the 

children from acting joint secretary completed exercises its consequences. different components of a 

Nantvfvllon James, Headway using eggs to demon- Ricki James said: “At bike needed to ride safe- 

p . ^ ^ « h I rcember Richard Collins, strate the importance of Headway, we believe it ly. 

rrimary scnool Maesteg Neighbourhood wearing a helmet. should be compulsory for jjg comparisons 

joined Headway, the pc Dai Rees and Caerau The children also children to wear cycle between his high-visibili- 

brain injury associ- PCSOs Karl Smith and donned their favourite helmets. Wearing a cycle ^ j-gflective clothing and 

ation, and South Kim Harris, joined forces hats to support the ‘Hats helmet can save lives and Collins’ dark suit to 
Wales Police to to deliver two cycle safe- for Headway’ fundrais- reduce the risk of sus- stress that pupils needed 

learn about the presentations to mg day and presented a taming a life-changing themselves seen 

learn aooui ine juniors at cheque of £50 to Ricki injury, so it’s vital that ^juake ttiemselves seen 

importance Ot cycle Nantyfyllon Primary. James for their efforts. children are made aware when out and about on 

helmets. The theme for this Headway is a charity of their importance.” roads, and that a hel- 

As part of the ‘Action year’s awareness cam- dedicated to helping sur- During the talks, rnet is one of the most 

for Brain Injury’ week, paign was ‘Use your vivors of brain injuries, PCSO Karl Smith also important safety acces- 

which ran from May 11- Head, Wear a Helmet’, so and aims to raise aware- used a police mountain sories. 

Headway member 
Richard Collins said: 
“I’m pleased the talks 
have been so well- 
received by the children. 
This partnership effort 
between Headway and 
South Wales Police has 
really helped to drive the 
message forward, and I 
hope more of the chil¬ 
dren will protect them¬ 
selves with helmets here 
after.” 

LEFT: The team 
with Nantyfyllon 
junior school pupils. 



ST JOHN’S 
PUPILS LEARN 
ABOUT ‘TOTAL 
FOOTBALL’ 

A GROUP from a Dutch School visited St 
John’s School, Porthcawl, and took part 
in football and rounders matches with 
some senior pupils. 

After the games, tea and cakes were served and 
pupils from both schools did their best to communi¬ 
cate with each other. 

A school spokeswoman said: “Goese Lyceum 
visit St John’s each year and a worthwhile interna¬ 
tional relationship has been formed. 

“Pupils enjoy the experience of meeting peers 
their own age from a different country and expand¬ 
ing their knowledge of another culture and lan¬ 
guage”. 



ABOVE: Pupils from each school 
having a break between matches. 


Councillor’s 
James Cagney 
impression! 

THE day the leader embankment at the end 


of Bridgend Town 
Council came face 
to face with a rat - 
of the four legged 
variety - was 
described in vivid 
detail to council¬ 
lors. 

Coun David Unwin 
said he was walking up 
Station Hill towards the 
railway station when he 
saw a rat in the bushes 
alongside him at the 
same level as his head. 

He said: ”I was eye 
to eye with him. 

“This land is owned 
by Network Rail and it 
is very overgrown and 
infested with rats.“ 

He said that the 


of Derwen Road was 
also smothered in debris 
as well as being over¬ 
grown. 

He insisted: “They 
must do something 
about this whole area. 

“The track leading 
from the station back 
towards Cardiff is 
strewn with litter for 
300 yards, and it gives 
a very bad impression 
to visitors arriving in 
Bridgend by train. 

“This needs to be 
done immediately.” 

Coun Bob Burns said 
he wished to congratu¬ 
late Coun Unwin on his 
rodent stand-off, and 
said he had obviously 
come off best. 


PCSOs run Brackla 
youth club evening 

A POPULAR youth club, on hand all evening to supervise. 
‘Brackla Live’, which is organ- Bridgend company ‘Grahams 
ised by South Wales Police Minibus’ will be picking children up 
PCSOs Kerry Davies and L'om three stops around Brackla free of 

Richard Matthews, will be held 
again tomorrow (Friday) May 
22, from 6pm-8pm. 

Designed for eight-15 year olds, the 0 “^;'thenTsSpm from the 
club will offer an evening of fun and rx.- , . • - .t.. i--i 

games, including the chaSce to listen Triangle shopping precinct. The chil- 
and dance to music or play the dren will be dropped back to the same 
Nintendo WII, Playstation or Singstar. stops when the club ends. 

A tuck shop is also available. Brackla PCSO Kerry Davies said: 

Representatives from South Wales “We’re confident that this week’s club 
Police, Communities First and will be as fun for the children as the 
Bridgend County Youth Service will be first one.” 


charge to take them to the club. 

The first will be at 5.40pm from the 
Welsh school near Brackla Meadows, 
then 5.50pm outside the Spar on 
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Poppy Appeal sends 
out urgent call for 
help in KenUg Hill 


THE Royal British Legion’s Poppy 
Appeal is on a recruitment drive in 
Kenfig Hill to give people who are out of 
work, perhaps due to the current reces¬ 
sion, the opportunity to volunteer as a 
Poppy Appeal organiser or collector for 
the Kenfig Hill Poppy Appeal. 

It is my hope that anyone looking for work or 
with some spare time, will see that volunteering 
for the Poppy Appeal will not only help the Poppy 
Appeal in Kenfig Hill grow - but enhance their 
curriculum vitae, by showing compassion and 
commitment to British men and women who have 
served in conflicts past and present. 

Mr Ron Clarke (73), a resident of Monks Close 
and originally from Gilfach Goch, has been doing 
the Poppy Appeal for the last five years. 

Ron remembers the days when there were 12 
other poppy sellers to help him. Sadly, due to old 
age these numbers have dwindled and there is now 
no one in the area to volunteer. 

Ron states: “I have loved every minute I’ve vol¬ 
unteered for the Poppy Appeal and I will be sad to 
resign. I hope that there are many who will read 
this, come forward and continue that work to give 
the people of Kenfig a chance to remember the 
fallen and to donate to the appeal.” 

The network of existing Poppy Appeal volun¬ 
teers in the Vale of Glamorgan is also unfortunate¬ 
ly decreasing and we are looking for young people 
to come forward and volunteer to become a Poppy 
Appeal organiser, counter, driver or poppy seller. 

Poppy Appeal organisers would use existing 
poppy sellers and co-ordinate the delivery of pop¬ 
pies to local schools, churches and places of work 
during the two week remembrance period in 
November. 

The British Legion is only allowed to street col¬ 
lect for two weeks of the year and without an 
organiser in post, we will not be able to make the 
most of our fundraising opportunity. 

The Royal British Legion provides social, 
financial and emotional assistance to members of 
the serving and ex-service community in your 
area. 

Last year, Wales helped more than 2,500 people 
and spent more than £1.3 million doing so. With 
current conflicts set to continue, and British 
Armed Forces coming home from Iraq, our work¬ 
load will increase, so we need your help right now 
to raise the money we need to be able to continue 
the work we do. 

If you can help in any way, call Ruth Henley on 
07827 230619 or 

email: rahenley @ britishlegion.org. uk. 


by RUTH HENLEY 
Community fundraiser 


If you or a member of your family are currently 
serving or a member of the ex-Service community 
and believe the Legion may be able to assist you, 
contact Alice Evans, county manager assistant and 
volunteer caseworker on 02920 230216. 

Members model 
colourful saris 


NOTTAGE WI NEWS 


S INCE the last 
meeting in 
April branch, 
members have been 
busy; they enjoyed 
the spring group 
meeting at Awel-y- 
Mor, with a talk 
and demonstration 
by Mrs Shikha 
Ghose on the sari, 
using members as 
models. 

On April 28, members 
joined Sker and Newton 
WIs at the spring council 
meeting in Brangwyn 
Hall, Swansea, which 
was attended by 799 
members from 87 insti¬ 
tutes. 

The speakers included 
Robert Croyden of the 
Prince’s Foundation. A 
representative from 
Taylors of Harrogate 
spoke about the Rain 
Forest Project. The main 
speaker was Sara 
Edwards, who gave a 
very interesting talk on 
her career in television 
and radio. 

The Friday night hop 
on May 8, at North 
Cornelly, had a very 
good turn-out; it was a 


good evening with most 
members joining in the 
dances. 

The monthly meeting 
was held on May 7, in 
the schoolroom of the 
Unitarian Chapel in 
Nottage. President Ann 
Vipond welcomed the 
members, who discussed 
at length the WI resolu¬ 
tion concerning bee 
health. 

Members went on to 
discuss ideas for outings 
to places of interest dur¬ 
ing the summer months. 
There then followed a 
bring and buy sale to 
raise money for funds. 

Since the monthly 
meeting, a beetle drive 
was held on May 12, 
when the branch wel¬ 
comed members from 
SkerWI. 

It is proposed to hold 
a coffee morning on 
Wednesday, June 24, at 
10.30am in the school¬ 
room of the Unitarian 
Chapel. 

Meetings are held on 
the first Thursday of the 
month at 7pm in the 
schoolroom (Unitarian 
Chapel). Visitors and 
new members welcome. 

AV 


The GEM has 
more news! 

THE GEM has launched a ‘live’ on-line 
digital edition of its weekly printed titles. 

Despite printing and distributing more than 
44,000 copies every week, we have constant 
requests to increase copies beyond the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Bridgend and Porthcawl. 

In response. The GEM has made a major invest¬ 
ment by developing its website into a digital version, 
using state-of-the-art technology. 

Previously we have been pleased to reach readers 
from Penarth to Porthcawl; now we can proudly say 
that we are available to anyone who has a computer 
from: 

Bridgend - Brisbane 
Barry - Bali 
Cowbridge - Canada 
Llantwit - Lapland 
Porthcawl - Penang 

So if you have family or friends living outside our 
current distribution area - drop them an email and 
let them know that they can catch all the latest news 
and events in a completely digital on-line edition! 

View the latest edition now at: 

barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

Advertisers will soon be able to take advantage of 
flash animation services, web-linking and much 
more. 


When the bees 
go, the world 
goes as well! 

MYNYDD CYNNFIG WI NEWS 


A t the May 
meeting held 
in the vestry 
of Pisgah Chapel, 
Kenfig Hill, vice- 
president, Chris 
David, was in the 
chair. 

The resolution to be 
put forward at the 
National Eederation of 
Women's Institute AGM 
in June was discussed 
and voted upon. 

Members all agreed of 
the importance of urging 
the Government to pro¬ 
vide adequate funds to 
research the vims that is 
infecting beehives, and 
killing honey bees here 
and in the rest of the 
world. 

WI Life, the national 
magazine of the federa¬ 
tion, reported that the 
UK had 250 species of 
bees but three of these 
have already become 
nationally extinct. 


It further stated that 
an estimated 30 per cent 
of our food directly 
depends on the work that 
bees do, as well as 90 
per cent of wild plants. 

During an Earthwatch 
debate in 2008, bees 
were declared the most 
invaluable species on the 
planet and scientists 
have asserted that if they 
disappeared, the world 
would run out of food 
within a matter of years! 

A successful bring 
and buy sale was held 
following the business 
meeting and suggestions 
were taken for the sum¬ 
mer outing in August. 

The next meeting will 
be held on June, when 
the speaker will be 
Norma Glass. Her sub¬ 
ject will be the ‘Jewish 
culture’. Further infor¬ 
mation can be obtained 
from secretary, Mrs 
Maureen Crew, 01656 
749070. 

MG 
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Rock Pole Waterfeature was £189.99 
NOW £99- This weekend only! 


Pond Fish - Huge Range Now Instock! 


Open 7 Days 

Pencoea Carden CerrOe. Pvncoed. ttndgerut South Wales ff35 51C 

Tel: 01656 863335 
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BO-PEEP STEALS THE SHOW AT YFC RALLY! 


THE Glamorgan Federation of Young 
Farmers Clubs, rally held at Pencoed 
recently, again had something for all the 
members - with a mixture of skills, crafts, 
talent and fun competitions. 

One of the highlights was ‘One Dame and her 
sheep’. Each team had to field a pantomime-type 
‘Bo-Peep’ who had to whistle a blind-folded ‘sheep’ 
on all fours round an assault course. 

There was so much hilarity that some of the 
‘dames’ found it difficult to ‘whistle’ their com¬ 
mands! 

Photos by Heather March 




Sofas - Beds - Dining Sets - Coffee Tables - Wardrobes - Mattresses - Divan Beds - Lamps - Mirrors 
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GUARANTEED 
ELIVERY CAN BE ARRANG 
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Ready to use 
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PATIO r HEATERS 
Only 
£69-99 






8ft Pool, 

Solar Cover, 
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Electric Pump 
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Table & 
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Set of 
4 Cases 
Samsonite 
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15 inch Flatscreen TV 
only £79.99 


I believe we offer the best selection and prices in the country on 1000’s of lines - Please come and judge for yourself and be amazed 

PALMERSVALE BUSINESS CENTRE, BARRY CF63 2XA (opposite Waitrose) Tel. 01446 421100 
Also at Gellihirion Industrial Estate,CF37 5SX (Only 10 minutes from Culverhouse!) 

OPENING HOURS: Monday - Saturday 9.30 am - 5 pm; Sunday 9.30 am - 4 pm 

All products subject to availability and VAT * These products are graded. Pictures for illustration purposes only 


or visit us at; www.phillipsauncierscashandcarry.co.uk 
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‘CrueP father who horse¬ 
whipped his children is 
jailed for 27 months 


A STRICT father 
has been jailed for 
27 months at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court for horse¬ 
whipping his three 
young children to 
“stop them going 
off the rails”. 

The man admitted 
using his riding crop on 
the children, aged 
between seven and 12, 
to make them behave. 

The father, aged 52, 
denied it was cruelty - 
claiming he had whipped 
them “for their own 
good”. 

But a judge branded 
him a cruel and control¬ 
ling bully whose behav¬ 
iour towards his children 
was “unspeakable”. 

The father hit his chil¬ 
dren if they were late for 
a meal, were slow in 
coming home after play¬ 
ing outside, or even if 
they held a salt cellar 
wrongly. 

Prosecutor Martyn 
Kelly said police were 
alerted to the father’s 
cruelty after one of his 
children rang them. 

Officers found two 
children so terrified 
when they arrived that 


they clung to the police 
and begged them not to 
leave them. 

The three children 
gave evidence against 
their father at Cardiff 
Crown Court over a 
video link. 

One child told the 
court they would be hit 
with the riding crop if 
they disobeyed his 
orders. 

She said: “He would 
say go and get ready for 
bed and if we began 
walking very slowly to 
get ready then he would 
hit you with the horse¬ 
whip”. 

His youngest child 
said: “If I wouldn’t get 
ready for bed, dad hit 
me on the hand with the 
horsewhip quite hard. It 
made me feel sad”. 

One said when his 
father hit him it felt like 
his hand “was on fire” 
and always left a mark. 

The children said they 
would regularly hide the 
70-year-old riding crop 
from their father to 
avoid his punishments. 

The court heard how 
their father, a qualified 
engineer, was very reli¬ 
gious and had taken a 
four-year university 


degree course in divini¬ 
ty. 

The father said: “I 
used it as a deterrent. 

I’m trying to instill dis¬ 
cipline into the children. 

I don’t wish for them to 
go off the rails. 

“I’m actively trying to 
be a good father, to 
bring them up knowing 
right and wrong. 

“I’m trying to instill 
discipline but children 
don’t like that - they like 
to run free from parental 
control. 

“The riding crop is a 
deterrent. It would be 
used only on the palm of 
the hand, never to cause 
injury. I don’t hit them 
hard, I am extremely 
careful. 

“I’ve never used it 
when I’ve lost my tem¬ 
per or when I’ve been 
angry or enraged.” 

His lawyer, Eugene 
Egan, said: “He 
acknowledges that in 
2009 it is not legitimate 
or acceptable to use a 
riding crop to discipline 
children.” 

The father, from the 
Vale, was also found 
guilty of twice assaulting 
his partner, the chil¬ 
dren’s mother, who was 


and Pay IKYING until 2010 biterestF^ 



20 years younger than 
him. 

Judge Stephen 
Hopkins QC jailed the 
father for a total of 27 
months - 18 months for 
the assaults and nine 
months for the cruelty 
offences. 

He told him: “Your 
behaviour towards your 
children was unspeak¬ 
able and you are a cruel 
and controlling bully. 

“The fact that you 
consider it appropriate to 
hit children with a riding 
crop, albeit on the hand, 
demonstrates you are a 
cruel man.” 


‘GOVERNMENT MAY HAVE 
UNDER-ESTIMATED COST OF 
SEVERN BARRAGE’ CLAIMS AM 


REGIONAL AM Alun 
Cairns has expressed con¬ 
cern about the findings of 
a study into the proposed 
Severn Barrage which has 
revealed flaws in govern¬ 
ment plans. 

The study was commissioned 
by an alliance of environmental 
organisations, including the 
RSPB, The National Trust, The 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, the 
World Wildlife Eund, the Wye 
and Usk Eoundation plus the 
Anglers Trust. 

Respected engineers WS 
Atkins were asked to look at the 
short-listed proposals, and they 
have found that these schemes are 
based on out-of-date calculations. 


“The report found that the gov¬ 
ernment is using 30-year-old cal¬ 
culations for power generation,” 
he said. 

“More worryingly, the report 
claims that the government may 
have seriously under-estimated 
the cost of the Cardiff-Weston 
barrage, which would also be 
very environmentally damaging. 

“There are also concerns that 
environmental considerations 
have been given too little weight 
and that other less environmental¬ 
ly damaging schemes to generate 
electricity have been over¬ 
looked.” 

Mr Cairns said that the organi¬ 
sations involved were all highly 
respected with reputations to pro¬ 
tect. 


“We must sit up and take 
notice when groups like these put 
their names to a report,” he said. 
“They are calling for the govern¬ 
ment to carry out a second study 
and I would support that. 

“There’s a serious danger that 
the government will make the 
wrong choice and we simply can¬ 
not afford to get this wrong. Too 
much is at stake. 

“I would prefer to see more 
research carried out into every 
aspect of these alternative 
schemes including their environ¬ 
mental impact and their true cost. 
Other alternatives that have been 
ruled out must be re-examined. 
Only then can a sensible and 
rational decision be made,” he 
added. 


VALE PACT MEETINGS: 

RHOOSE PACT, Celtic Way Community Centre, Tuesday, May 26, 7pm. 
SULLY PACT, Jubilee Hall, Monday, June 1, 8pm. 

GIBBONSDOWN PACT, Communities Eirst Office, Tuesday, June 2, 7pm. 
CADOC PACT, Palmerstone Community Learning Centre, Wednesday, 
June 3, 7pm. 

ST ATHAN PACT, The Gathering Place, Wednesday, June 3, 7.30pm. 

ST BRIDES PACT, St Brides Church hall, Wednesday, June 3, 6pm. 
CORNERSWELL PACT, Cogan Leisure Centre, July 2, 7pm. 

If you have any issues that are affecting your quality of life, but are unable 
to attend a meeting, log onto www.ourbobby.com. 
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EW KITCHEN 
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We love BIG IDEAS and helping to make them a reality is something we've been expert at for 
over 100 years. Choose from over 40 kitchens - many of which are less than £1000** - plus 
there's up to THREE YEARS INTEREST FREE CREDIT* with absolutely NO DEPOSIT TO PAY! 

Call 0800 970 9162 or visit leekes.co.uk/bigideas 
and tell us your BIG IDEA - TODAY! 


Ask a Sales Consultant about our 360° Complete Service 


i) 


► CHOICE ►DESIGN 

► PLANNING ► INSTALLATION 


Llantrisant LeekeS 
leekes.co.uk You're home 


I/O *lnterest free credit is subject to status, conditions apply. Minimum spend £200 on selected 
PAPR departments. **Applies to a typical 7 unit Symphony Braque Pear kitchen, doored units 
"typical only. Conditions apply - see in store for full details. Picture for illustrative purposes only. 

























10 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Can you offer a loving home to 
best friends Riley and Shimba? 


The GEM has joined forces with the Dog’s Trust to find 
caring new owners for animals at its Bridgend Rehoming 
Centre (Telephone: 01656 725219) 


THIS WEEK, the Dogs Trust puts out a 
special appeal to keep two inseparable 
pals together in a loving new home. 

Linda Feagan of the Rehoming Centre explained: 
“Riley and Shimba are a beautiful pair who we are 
hoping to rehome together. 

“Riley, a one-year-old lurcher, is a worried little 
boy, who benefits greatly from living with another, 
well-adjusted dog - that is where Shimba, a two- 
year-old greyhound comes in. 

“She is a sweet dog with loads of personality; she 
is very outgoing, and a little cheeky with it! 

“She needs a little more basic training, which will 
also help build up Riley’s social skills. They will 
make a great pair in the right home.” 

If you would like more information on Riley and 
Shimba, or any of the other dogs who are looking for 


MEADOWVALE NURSERY 

Llantwit Major Road, Llantwit Major CF61 2YS 

“THE PLACE FOR PLANTS’’ 

We stock a large selection of 
Plugs, Perennials, Shrubs, 

Summer Bedding, Hanging Baskets, 
Vegetable Plants 


Visit us for quaiity piants and heipfui advice 

Open to the Public and Trade 

Tel. 01446 794905 


Monday - Saturday 
9am- 5pm 
Sunday 
2pm- 5pm 


(Open Bank 
Holidays) 


■ i 







a good home, visit the Dogs Trust Rehoming Centre 
in Court Colman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, or phone 
01656 725219. 

Riley, Shimba and some of their friends are on the 
website at www.dogstrust.org.uk (click on 
Rehoming). 



ABOVE: Riley and Shimba want to 
stay together if possible. 


MP backs increase 
in minimum wage 

VALE MP, John Smith, welcomed the 
Government’s decision to increase the 
national minimum wage as good news for 
low-paid workers in the Vale. 

From October, the minimum wage for workers 
over 22 years old will increase from £5.73 an hour to 
£5.80, and from £4.77 to £4.83 for 18 to 21 year 
olds; and for 16-17 year olds it will go up from £3.53 
to £3.57 an hour. 

Mr Smith said: “I got involved in politics to fight 
for workers’ rights. That’s why I welcome this 
increase in the national minimum wage which will 
benefit many workers here in the Vale.” 


Ambulance 
queues probe 
is welcomed 

NEWS that the audit committee at the 
Assembly is to investigate why ambu¬ 
lances are being forced to queue outside 
accident and emergency departments at 
hospitals, has been welcomed by Alun 
Cairns AM. 

Mr Cairns said that South East Wales ambulances 
boss Grant Gordon has spelled out the reasons in his 
meeting with members of Cowbridge Town Council. 

“He said in no uncertain terms that ambulances 
were unable to discharge patients at hospitals 
because there are no beds available for them to go 
into.” 

Mr Gordon was reported in The GEM as stating 
that he has had up to seven of his ambulances tied up 
outside one hospital at the same time because staff 
cannot hand their patients over. 

Mr Cairns, who is also Tory parliamentary candi¬ 
date for the Vale, added: “Patients are still waiting on 
trolleys in corridors for hours while bed managers 
run around trying to free up beds by sending people 
home. 

“Of course, not all of this can be blamed onto 
delays at casualty departments and there are other 
factors in the equation.” 


Barnardo s SOS 
for foster carers 


BARNARDO’S 
Cymru has sent out 
an urgent appeal for 
local foster carers. 

“Last year there were 
more than 4,500 looked- 
after children in Wales, 
and three quarters were 
in foster care. It is esti¬ 
mated that at least 750 
new foster carers will be 
needed over the next 
year,” said Barnardo’s 
manager Merril Roberts. 

Barnardo’s is looking 


for foster homes for older 
children who have emo¬ 
tional or behavioural dif¬ 
ficulties; for disabled 
children with learning 
difficulties; and for 
‘ready-made’ families of 
brothers and sisters who 
need to be fostered 
together. 

For more information, 
contact 029 2049 3387 
or log onto our website 
www.barnardos.org. uk. 
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MORE WOMEN 
SEEK VITAL 
CERVICAL 
SMEAR TESTS 


THERE has been a 
huge increase in the 
number of women 
asking for cervical 
smear tests in the 
wake of Jade 
Goody’s death. 

A spokesman for the 
Joint Cervical Screening 
Programme stated that 
women in Bridgend and 
the Vale had been com¬ 
ing forward for these 
tests in record numbers. 

Doctor’s surgeries and 
clinics across the area 
have all reported a surge 
in demand. One practice 
has had to put on an 
extra weekly clinic and 
another is running six 
extra clinics a month. 

Another surgery has 
reported a doubling of 
smear tests between 
January and April com¬ 
pared to last year. 

One clinic saw the 
number increase from 31 
in March last year to 97 
in March this year - a 
trebling of the figures. 

The number of 
women failing to turn up 
for these tests has also 
plummeted and some 
clinics are reporting a 90 
per cent drop in these 
figures. 

The unprecedented 
demand has meant that 
some women may have 
had to wait to get an 
appointment because. 


despite extra clinics, 
demand has outstripped 
supply. 

Health authorities are 
urging women who are 
unable to keep their 
appointment to ring in, 
even if it’s on the day, so 
that the slot can be given 
to someone else. 

Women who are on a 
three-year recall should 
wait for their invitation 
letter, rather than try to 
go early - unless they 
have symptoms they are 
concerned about, in 
which case they should 
see their GP. 

Laboratory staff are 
working flat out but are 
hitting their targets and 
women are able to get 
their results within four 
to six weeks. 

Jeremy Gasson, who 
is the clinical director 
for Women and Child 
Health at the Abertawe 
Bro Morgannwg Trust 
and who is a consultant 
gynaecologist, said that 
Jade Goody’s death had 
brought the screening 
programme to the fore¬ 
front of people’s minds. 

“That is a very good 
thing to come out of a 
sad situation,” he com¬ 
mented. 
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CHURCH ORGAN FUND IS 
BOOSTED AT NASH MANOR 



Report and photographs by 
HEATHER MARCH 


ABOVE: Guests were able to enjoy 
a stroll in the garden. 



ABOVE: Jenny Williams (centre ) with 
members of the hard working committee. 


A LINK with the 
distant past was 
made recently when 
the committee of the 
Llandaff Cathedral 
organ fund came to 
the Vale to hold a 
fundraising supper 
at Nash Manor, the 
beautiful home of 



ABOVE: A delicious supper provided by the hard working team. 


Eric and Jenny 
Williams. 

Chairman Jeffrey 
Morgan explained 
that it is documented 
that Nash was the 
position of one of the 
summer extra 

parochial residences 
of the Bishop of 
Llandaff in medieval 
times. It was called 
Osmund’s Ash. 

The remains of the 
Chapel of St Osmund 
was destroyed in 1963, 
when new houses were 
built in the grounds of 
the Manor. 

The cathedral is 
working hard to raise 
money to build a 
replacement organ, 
and this delightful 
event was one of many 
functions taking place. 

For details of other 
events, call the 
Cathedral Office on 
02920 564554. 


ABOVE: 

The host at Nash 
Manor, Eric 
Williams (left) 
with guests in the 
lovely court yard 
of the historic 
residence. 


NEW 

ARCHDEACON 
THE licensing serv¬ 
ice for the 
Venerable Peggy 
Jackson will be at 
Saint Cadoc’s, 
Llancarfan, on 
Monday, June 1, at 
7.30pm, and will be 
followed by a recep¬ 
tion at the village 
hall. 

IRISH NIGHT 

THERE will be an 
Irish Night at the vil¬ 
lage hall in Llancarfan, 
on Saturday, May 30, 
starting at 7.30pm, fea¬ 
turing a traditional 
Irish supper and music 
from Colum Regan 
with, of course, a well- 
stocked bar. 

This has been organ¬ 
ised by members of the 
village bookclub. All 
proceeds will go towards 
the Wall Paintings 
appeal. 

There will be a dis¬ 
play of dancing by the 
Michelle O’Donnell 
School of Irish dancing 
in Cardiff and a bar and 
raffle will be available. 

These nights have 
proved to be most popu¬ 
lar in the past, so book 
your tickets early. 

Tickets are £12.50 
and are available from 
Joann Scott-Quelch 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community 
correspondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith 
on (01446) 751448 


(01446 781366), Kay 
Brain (01446 781070) 
or any member of the 
Llancarfan Book Club. 

LLANCARFAN 

SOCIETY 

THERE are various 
events scheduled by the 
society over the next 
few months, the first of 
which is a treasure 
hunt (on foot) in 
Llancarfan. 

Entry forms will be 
available at the village 
hall from 6.15pm on 
Tuesday, June 2, with 
the event starting at 
6.30pm. 

Entry is £1 (children 
under-11 free). All 
entries must be back at 
the hall by 8.30pm and 
prizes will be given to 
the first and second 
highest scoring persons 
or family. 

PETANQUE 
THE Ruth Watts 
Memorial competition 
will take place at the 
village petanque piste 
on Sunday, June 28, 


starting at I.30pm. 
Entry is £I per head 
with teams of three. 

It will be a ‘bring 
your own drink’ day. 

WHIST DRIVE 

THE next Llancarfan 
Society Whist Drive 
will be on Tuesday, 
May 26, at 7.30pm, in 
the hall. Admission as 
usual is £1. 


PENTECOST 

ZOAR Presbyterian 
Church, Bonvilston is 
inviting worshippers to 
spend a few minutes in 
prayer and meditation 
on Pentecost Sunday 
(May 30). 

A church spokes¬ 
woman said: “The 
church will be open 
between 2pm-3.30pm 
for a chance to pray, 
think, reflect - a chance 
to be silent before God, 
and our minister Rev 
Adelaide will also be 
available.” 

Further information 
from the church secre¬ 
tary on 01446 781309. 




Worry-free means everything 
is included for peace of mind 


Use your mobi l i ty allow ance 
cover 

and insurance 
id maintenance 
mileage allowance 
Specialist advice 



Motability ' 


www.motability.co.uk 


...AND UP TO 49.6 MPG 


ABS with Electronic Brakeforce Distribution (EBD) • Cornering Stability Control (CSC) 

Driver’s and front passenger’s airbag • Front lateral airbags • Air conditioning • Power assisted 
steering and height-adjustable steering wheel • Front electric windows • Remote control central 
locking • Rev counter • Rear split/foldingseats 50/50 • RDS stereo radio/CD player • Rear window 
wiper • Interior manually adjustable door mirrors • Lookpack • Modularity pack • Child pack 

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIE 


ci-r«oEn 


‘VALID FOR QUALIFYING MOTABILITY CUSTOMER ORDERS BETWEEN 01/04/09 - 30/06/09 FOR CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 1.6HDI XTR. AVAILABLE FOR 
MOTABILITY CONTRACT HIRE SCHEME CUSTOMERS. ONLY ON QUALIFYING NEW CARS SOURCED FROM CITROEN UK LTD. ALL MODELS SUBJECT TO STOCK 
AVAILABILITY AND QUARTERLY PRICE CHANGES. NO OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS APPLY. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS. 

OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES: URBAN CYCLE 40.40, EXTRA URBAN 56.55, 
COMBINED 49.6 (LITRES PER 100KM/MPG) & C02 EMISSIONS (G/KM). 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3UL 
www.bassettsbridgend.citroen.co.uk 


10% BACK IN STORE VOUCHERS* 
_WITH.YQUR.NEW.EURNITURE. 


We love BIG IDEAS and helping to make them a reality is something we've been expert at for 
over 100 years. Choose from thousands of lounge, dining, bed and bedroom furniture models 
and we'll give you 10% BACK IN STORE VOUCHERS, plus there's up to THREE YEARS 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT*. 

Call 0800 970 9162 or visit leekes.co.uk/bigideas 
and tell us your BIG IDEA - TODAY! 


TRICE 

L PROMISE 


And with the Leekes Price Promise 
we guarantee that you won't be able | 
to buy cheaper anywhere else." 


Llantrisant 

leekes.co.uk 


O Qy ‘Interest free credit is subject to status, conditions apply. 
/o Minimum spend £200 on selected departments. 
“Conditions apply - see in store for full details. 


Leekes 

You're home 
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County borough students collect Duke of Edinburgh awards 

AS was reported in 
last week’s GEM, 
young people from 
around the county 
borough of 
Bridgend were 
feted at the Grand 
Pavilion after com¬ 
pleting their Duke 
of Edinburgh 
award scheme pro¬ 
grammes. 

There were more 
than 400 successful 
participants, receiv¬ 
ing their bronze, sil¬ 
ver or gold certifi¬ 
cates. 

For the girls, in 
particular, it was a 
chance to step out in 
their most glam¬ 
orous ball gowns, 
and the event shows 
that there are plenty 
of young people in 
the borough with a 
taste for adventure 
and the dedication 
to carry through a 
demanding series of 
tasks! 






There were dozens of smiling faces all night as the young people 
reflected on their success in tackling the demanding tasks required 
to achieve success in the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme. 
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'Public apology 
is called for" 


I WAS somewhat disturbed to see an 
article in The GEM headlined ‘Vale 
MP backs campaign to allow Gurkha 
soldiers to settle in the UK’ - and a pic¬ 
ture of John Smith with a delegation of 
Gurkha soldiers. 

The MP had signed a parliamentary Early Day 
Motion to bring forward a new ruling on the rights 
of former Gurldia soldiers to settle in the UK. He 
went on to say that Gurkhas have been campaign¬ 
ing for equal treatment with other Commonwealth 
soldiers - “it is a matter of principle”. 

Well, can the MP please explain that when the 
Gurkha Settlement Rights came before the House 
of Commons on April 29 and the Government was 
defeated in an opposition day motion, why he voted 
against it? Why he did not support the Gurkhas? 

After the Government’s defeat, we then see him 
rushing out to sign this Early Day Motion. I bet the 
soldiers in the photo were not aware that he had 
voted against them. 

Does the MP not realise that in an age where 
many homes now have internet access, we would 
be able to check on how MPs vote on issues? 

I am very disappointed in our MP and think that 
he should make a public apology to those brave 
men. 

Coun Russell Downe, Llantwit Major 

'Can we know 
truth, please?" 

O N page 7 of the May 7 edition of 
The GEM, you have a letter from 
Alun Cairns AM, reporting that 
John Smith MP voted with the 
Government against the Gurkha sol¬ 
diers’ UK settlement rights in the House 
of Commons. 

On the same page, you show a photo of Mr 
Smith with a headline saying that he was at a rally 
showing that he was backing a campaign to allow 
Gurkha soldiers to settle in the UK. 

Can we know the truth, please? 

Stan Griffiths, Barry 


Credit where 
credit is due 


S INCE we are 
quick to criti¬ 
cise local pub¬ 
lic sector depart¬ 
ments for their 
shortcomings, when 
services do meet 
our needs due cred¬ 
it should be given 
and made known. 

While it may have 
been co-incidental with 
actions taken by others, 
within five days of my 
advising the Vale 
Highways department by 
e-mail of two large and 
deepening holes in the 
road on entering 
Colwinston and towards 
the A48, acknowledge¬ 
ment had been received, 
the holes in question 
‘yellow-lined’ and filled! 

Certainly, the lanes in 
the Vale are in continu¬ 
ous need of attention, 
however, such an imme¬ 
diate response shows 
recognition of the need 
to fix such one-off prob¬ 
lems as they arise. 

Equally, users of the 
recycling site at 
Llandow will have 
noticed since the change 
in contractor more than a 


year ago, a very great 
improvement in the serv¬ 
ice offered. 

A clean, well-organ¬ 
ised site with helpful 
staff has replaced the 
previously cluttered, 
badly laid-out area, 
manned by often unhelp¬ 
ful employees. 

Eull marks to Biffa, 
the contractors, and their 
staff. 

Einally, in my limited 
experience, on reporting 
to the council dumped 
refuse in the lanes, these 
have been picked up 
within a reasonable 
response time. 

While I appreciate 
many will say that this is 
the function of the coun¬ 
cil to whom we pay a 
significant charge 
through council tax, 
travelling across the UK 
shows that such attention 
is not always the case. 

No, I am not a former 
council employee, but 
rather a retired incomer 
wishing to enjoy living 
in such a pleasant part of 
Britain! 

Colin Jones, 

Colwinston 


...and now to 
the question of 
councillors’ expenses 

I N view of the current economic cli¬ 
mate in the country, can we now 
expect our local councillors to pro¬ 
duce their expenses receipts for our 
perusal? 

Marjorie Voaden, Rhoose 
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Gurkhas’ rights and Vale MP 

THE GEM’S postbag has been dominated by letters on the 
Gurkhas’ controversy. Here is a further selection. 


I SUSPECT that I am not alone in 
being surprised at the report in The 
GEM entitled ‘Vale MP backs cam¬ 
paign to allow the Gurkha soldiers to set¬ 
tle in UK’. 

Erom the title and content of the report, in which 
he stated: “This is a matter of principle”, I would 
have assumed that Mr Smith had voted against the 
Government and in support of the Gurkhas on April 
29. 

However, a check of the House of Commons 
voting records reveals the opposite - and that he 
voted to oppose the Gurkha Settlement Rights 
motion. 

Mr Smith seems to base his claim on his having 
signed an Early Day Motion (1362). EDMs are lit¬ 
tle more than petitions, rarely debated in the House 
and in parliamentary terms virtually never have any 
direct consequence. 

'Outrageous to 
pretend otherwise’ 

I REFER to last week’s article relating 
to MP John Smith’s supposed support 
for the Gurkhas and am writing to 
protest at breathtaking hypocrisy. 

Ear from supporting the campaign to allow 
Gurkhas to settle, on April 29 Mr Smith voted 
against the motion to extend an equal right of resi¬ 
dence to all Gurkhas. 

It is outrageous and deceitful of him to pretend 
otherwise. 

R Caple, Porthcawl 


To sign an EDM purporting to support the 
Gurkhas and then to vote against, in a debate which 
had almost identical aims, strikes me as odd. 

To subsequently try and claim credit in your 
newspaper is disingenuous. 

The report last week would seem, at the very 
least, to be misleading. Perhaps Mr Smith could 
explain why he voted as he did and how this could 
be, in any way, construed as principled or support¬ 
ing the Gurkha soldiers? 

Hywel Jones, Llantwit Major 

Time to go’ 

H ow is it possible that our current 
Member of Parliament John 
Smith states that he fully supports 
the Gurkhas in their campaign for equal 
treatment which would entitle them to 
settle in the UK, and then votes against 
them in the Commons vote? 

How can we believe anything that he says in the 
future? Time to go, Mr Smith. Goodbye! 

Dianne Nicholls, Peterston-super-Ely 

Explanation call 

H OW come that John Smith MP is 
supporting the Gurkhas after vot¬ 
ing with the Government in 
opposing the Gurkha settlement rights? 

How hypocritical can one be? Will he give The 
GEM another interview to explain? 

Leri Trivett, St Brides Super Ely 


MP and 
of the 


Bravest 

Brave 


T here is littie 
doubt that 
the article 
and photograph 
relating to the 
rights of residency 
for Gurkha Soldiers 
in The GEM tells us 
far more about 
John Smith MP, 
than did his wrap¬ 
around puff piece 
some two weeks 
ago. 

The Honourable 
Member for the Vale of 
Glamorgan would have 
us believe he is fully 
supporting ‘The Bravest 
of the Brave’ while he 


and all the other Welsh 
Labour Members, with 
the exception of Julie 
Morgan, trotted meekly 
into the Government 
Lobby in a bid to deny 
them the very rights he 
purports they should 
have. 

Does he think that the 
electorate of the Vale are 
sufficiently foolish to be 
taken in - probably yes. 

Are there no depths to 
which he will not stoop 
in courting popularity? 
On current form, it is 
unlikely. 

Janies R Bevan, 
Elemingstone 
(Gurkha Welfare Trust 
Supporter) 


Vale MP’s 'blatant 
inconsistency’ 


V ALE MP backs campaign to allow 
Gurkha soldiers to settle in UK’ - 
please ask John Smith MP why he 
signed a parliamentary Early Day 
Motion on the new ruling on the rights of 
former Gurkha soldiers, when his voting 
record shows that he voted ‘NO’ on April 
29 to their settlement rights. 

This is outrageous. I hope people come to see 
and hear of this blatant inconsistency. 

Gillian Bruce, Barry 


Internet truths 


I N his letter to 
The GEM on 
May 7, FMD 
Knill of Pendoylan 
states that John 
Smith MP voted in 
favour of the 
Government, to 
stop Gurkhas from 
living in the UK. 
This is, in fact, true. I 


have checked and he did 
vote to keep the Gurkhas 
out of the UK. 

Not only did he vote 
for this, he also voted in 
favour of stopping the 
people he represents 
having the promised ref¬ 
erendum on the Lisbon 
Treaty. 

Anthony Evans, 
Llantwit Major 


A case of too little, 
too late, Mr Cairns! 

I REFER to the scandal of MPs’ 
expenses which has raged over the 
past week. 

During this period, I expect that many readers 
have missed an announcement regarding Alun 
Cairns AM, who will be standing in the Vale of 
Glamorgan for the parliamentary seat next year. 

During last week, I was pleased to read that Mr 
Cairns will not claim in the region of £12,000 for 
his second home in future, which of course he has 
done in the past - living in Ewenny, of course, is so 
far away from Cardiff Bay. 

I wonder if this has anything to do with the fact 
that the election is not far away, and he wants to 
remind the electorate what a good man he really is. 
Gwyn John, Llantwit Major 


LLANTWIT MAYOR HAS PICKED UP TORY TRICKS 


I REFER to the 
report in The 
GEM dated 
May 14 in which 
Coun Russell 
Downe commented 
as follows: “Coun 
John should sit 
back and think 
about what’s hap¬ 
pened and stop 
playing the blame 
game”. 

I am surprised that 
Coun Downe is unaware 
that independents do not 
have a party whip and 
they are free to vote the 


A warning from the past 
about the BNP of today 


I AM sure many 
of your readers 
will share my 
utmost revulsion at 
the way the latest 
BNP piece of propa¬ 
ganda arrogantly 
uses the spirit of 
The Battle of 
Britain, including 
the heroic battles of 
Dunkirk and D- 
Day, to promote 
their extreme right 
wing views. 

But the truth tells a 
very different story. The 


Second World War were 
fighting the same fascist 
and extreme right wing 
views currently put for¬ 
ward by the BNR 

They died so that 
Britain would remain a 
democratic and tolerant 
society, free from the 
politics of hate and vic¬ 
timisation. 

After reading their 
leaflets, just replace the 
words “flood of immi¬ 
grants into Britain” 
(BNP) with “living 
space for the German 
people” (Adolf Hitler) 
and “asylum seekers” 
with the word “Jew” and 


way they wish. 

This applies to 
Llantwit Eirst 
Independents. The group 
discuss the issues and 
usually come to a con¬ 
sensus; however, if a 
member has their own 
view and wishes to vote 
differently from the rest 
of the group, they are 
free to do so - that is 
what ‘independent’ 
means. 

Unlike political par- 


hundreds of thousands of suddenly you are trans- 
British people who gave ported back to the dark 
their lives during the days of the 1930s and 


the rise of fascist and 
Nazi parties throughout 
Europe. 

Hatred and ugly 
racism has never been 
the British way. In the 
forthcoming European 
elections please, please, 
please remember the 
hundreds of thousands of 
British men and women 
who fought so bravely to 
free the world from the 
evils and cruelty of 
extreme right wing poli¬ 
tics. 

On June 4, vote any¬ 
thing but the BNP... 
choose hope not hate! 

Rob Curtis 
(Vale Labour 
councillor) 


ties, there is no party 
whip to follow and in 
this case, the 
Conservatives enforced 
the whip, as I was led to 
believe by one of their 
members. 

Nevertheless, it still 
comes back to the issue 
of nominations and quite 
simply, the 


one nomination, that of 
Coun Matthews. 

Of course, Coun 
Downe has spent the last 
12 months pestering 
members of Llantwit 
Eirst Independents for 
support, in his attempt to 
split our group he obvi¬ 
ously has picked up the 


Conservatives nominated Tories’ dirty tricks. 


Coun Downe; if they 
had not done this there 
would have been only 


Coun Gwyn John 
(Llantwit Eirst 
Independent) 


Crefft Kitchens 

Bank Holiday Specials 
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FREE Large Gorenje Wine Cooler 
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FREE 21” Flatscreen TV 
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Bank Holiday Monday 

Special offers subject to terms and conditions 
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Porthcawl pupils delve into the past 


PORTHCAWL 
Comprehensive pupils are 
entering the National Heritage 
Awards 2009, after a success¬ 
ful first outing last year. 

A pupil reported: “After the suc¬ 
cess of our National Heritage 
Award project in 2008, where we 
took second place earning the 
school £1,000, we have just com¬ 
pleted our second entry entitled 
‘Warfare to Welfare 1939-1959’. 

“Around 15 pupils are involved 
and we are researching with the 
community. As part of this project, 
we have carried out questionnaires 
in local areas, including three 
hours in John Street one rainy 
Saturday morning. 

“We visited the Masonic residen¬ 
tial home, the local library and had 
local residents such as John David 
from Porthcawl Museum visit the 
school.” 

The pupils have produced two 
digital stories based on the arte¬ 
facts and testimonies of local resi¬ 
dents, two displays - one in the his¬ 
tory department and the other in 
the local library - a school website 
giving information about their 
research, achievements and clips 
from the lessons and one of the 
digital stories. 

This can be accessed through 
Porthcawl Comprehensive School’s 
home page and clicking on the his¬ 


tory department. 

The pupil continued: “In 
January, we went to visit the 
Masonic residential home. We saw 
five people who had experienced 
warfare to welfare in various areas 
of England and Wales, including 
Porthcawl. They gave us a taste of 
what it was like during the Second 
World War. 

“They said that the war was like 
an adventure to them because they 
were only young. One lady was an 
evacuee and lost friends when a 
bomb hit a shelter. 

“One man who was a driver in 
the army brought in his draft card 
to prove it. 

“We also went to Porthcawl 
Library to look up some informa¬ 
tion about ‘warfare to welfare’. 

“Pupils have gained some fan¬ 
tastic skills throughout, including 
working with ‘Apple Mac’ technol¬ 
ogy, teaching a lesson to their peers 
and marking their work. 

“We worked in partnership with 
Aberystwyth National Library of 
Wales, who came in to train pupils. 

“We have also made some fan¬ 
tastic links with the community 
over the past two projects and 
would like to extend our special 
thanks to John David, who has 
made numerous journeys to the 
school.” 


Credit crunch 
leads to drop 
in planning 
applications 

THE NUMBER of planning applications 
lodged with Bridgend County Borough 
Council has dropped by a quarter over 
the past year. 

Last year, between January and April, the coun¬ 
cil received 485 applications but this year, for the 
same period, the figure had dropped to 358. 

A spokesman said that the council had received 
127 fewer applications and there was an assump¬ 
tion that the general economic downturn played a 
significant role in the drop. It is expected that the 
situation will change as and when the economy 
improves. 

In response to questions from The GEM about 
whether this drop would result in job losses in the 
planning department, a spokesman said that the rec¬ 
ommended benchmark nationally was for each 
development control olficer to process 150 applica¬ 
tions a year but during 2008, those employed % the 
council were handling an average of 200 each. 

As a result of the drop, each officer is now han¬ 
dling the number close to recommended levels. 

There has also been a re-organisation in the 
department with case officers also dealing with 
tree, compliance and enforcement cases as part of 
their workload. 


Maesteg 

pledge 

BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council has con¬ 
firmed that it is still 
committed to 
upgrading Maesteg 
market and bus sta¬ 
tion as the final 
phase of the town 
centre regenera¬ 
tion. 

Funding ran out 
before this work could 
start, but the council has 
said it is actively seek¬ 
ing new sources of fund¬ 
ing for the project. 


READ A FULL 
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ABOVE: 

The Porthcawl pupils involved in the project, with their history teachers. 

The judges from the Welsh Heritage Society, Mr Maddox and Mr Haines are on the left, 
and John David of Porthcawl Museum is back row (right). 

Photograph by Malcolm Nugent. 


Art gallery plan for 
Bridgend town house? 


THE LAST lived-in 
house in Bridgend 
town centre may 
become an art 
gallery and cultural 
centre. 

The old house at 5 
Dunraven Place was the 
home of the late Martin 
Verity. It is now owned 
by Jeremy Thomas and 
is currently being refur¬ 
bished. 

At a meeting held 
with him and officers 
from Bridgend County 


Borough 

Bridgend 

Council’s 


Council, 
Town 
commercial 
regeneration committee 
was told that the bor¬ 
ough council envisaged 
a potential use of the 
building for cultural pur¬ 
poses - which is sup¬ 
ported by Mr Thomas. 

They have commis¬ 
sioned a feasibility study 
and business plan to set 
up an art gallery and 
coffee shop there. 

This report has to go 
to the cabinet before the 


scheme can proceed any 
further. 

The town council 
welcomed the news, 
with members stating 
that there was an urgent 
need for such a centre in 
the town centre. 

No funding avenues 
have been sought until 
the feasibility report is 
completed and town 
councillors said that the 
project must have strong 
management and good 
marketing if it was to 
succeed. 


Tund Bridgend College 
properly’ demands AM 


THE Welsh Liberal 
Democrat AM for 
South Wales West, 
Peter Black, has 
called on Labour 
and Plaid Cymru to 
take full responsi¬ 
bility for the cuts at 
Bridgend College 
that have seen A- 
Levels and 16 lec¬ 
turing jobs axed. 

He said: “Labour and 
Plaid Cymru have voted 
down opposition motions 
calling for fair funding 
for colleges; they have 
ignored the warnings of 
college principals about 
the implications of their 


decisions, and they have “If A-level courses are 
failed to fairly distribute to be restored, then the 
the extra money they did Government needs to 


find. 


“In the light of this. 


find more money so as to 
ensure that colleges such 


find it quite hypocritical as Bridgend are properly 
to see Labour AMs now funded. At a time of 
lining up with students to recession, we need to be 
fight these cuts as if they investing in training and 
had nothing to do with education not cutting it 


them. 


back.” 


Local pupils get taste of the 
army in military ‘parade’ 


MORE than 700 Bridgend 
pupils flocked to Margam 
Park last week to join 
3,000 young people from 
south west Wales at the 
Army’s biggest ever mili¬ 
tary education event. 

Aimed at giving people an 
insight into Army life. Dragon’s 
March welcomed 70 schools, as 
well as members of the public, to 
the event which included some of 
the Army’s most impressive mili¬ 
tary vehicles, such as a 75-tonne 
Challenger II tank. 

A spokeswoman reported that 
with each regiment in Wales 
holding their own interactive 
demonstration and range of activ¬ 
ities, people had the chance to try 
their hand at important Army 
skills - including a ration pack 


cookery display in a mobile field 
kitchen; first-aid with the Army 
medical services; an assault 


this year was better than ever. 
Each regiment provided exciting 
activities for young people to take 


course; the opportunity to join the part in, and soldiers were on hand 
Army band; and even the chance to answer any questions. 


to experience what the Parachute 
Regiment do in a specially- 
designed ‘jump tower’. 

Each day hosted a huge mili¬ 
tary display, with Army vehicles 
to demonstrate how an Army unit 
would clear an enemy zone. 

Matthew Leatherbarrow (17), 
a student at Bridgend College, 
said: “I’ve really enjoyed today! 
It’s been fun doing the Army 
activities, especially with the 
Army vehicles. I didn’t realise 
how many regiments there are in 
the Army, and how many differ¬ 
ent jobs you can do.” 

Major Philip Rees said: 
“Dragon’s March is our biggest 
event in the Army calendar and 


“The Army is not all about the 
infantry, although it is a vital part. 
There are more than 140 different 
jobs in the Army from chefs to 
nurses to engineers and mechan¬ 
ics, logistics and communica¬ 
tions. 

“There is even the Army band, 
if you enjoy music, as well as lots 
of opportunities to take part in 
sports. 

“Dragon’s March is all about get¬ 
ting young people involved, hav¬ 
ing fun and learning a few new 
things along the way - whether 
that is about how an engine 
works or first-aid or whether it is 
about their strengths or how to 
work better as a team.” he added. 


Charity offers 
activities for 
young people 


KPC YOUTH, 
which is a charity been^planned: 

based in Pyle but 
for all young people 
from the Cynffig 
area, will be open 
daily during the 
Whitsun half-term 
holidays, from 10 
am (except on Bank 
Holiday Monday). 


activities and trips have 
trip to 
Heatherton Park with 
some paintballing 

spaces, fishing trip, box¬ 
ing, beach clean at 
Porthcawl, plus other 
workshops, and 

info/advice sessions”. 

The centre is located 
next to Pil Primary 
School in Pyle, off Pyle 
Inn Way. Membership is 


The centre is open to ^ 

young people aged eight- 


plus, and is also open in 
the evenings 
5.30pm, with different 
times/nights for different 
age groups. 


evening sessions 
costing £1 per session for 
members, £1.50 for non¬ 
members. 

If a child is aged 


A KPC spokeswoman years they 

. - . - fj.gg admission 


said: “KPC Youth offers 


a wide range of on-site if they become members! 

. KPC also operates a 

free minibus service from 
Cefn Cribwr and 


activities, including 
great outdoor skate park, 
bmx track, multi-sports 


court, adventure play Cornelly on a Tuesday 
area, fantastic Digilab (^nd Thursday night for 
with internet access, tiges 13+ — to find out 
music, arts/crafts, pool, more, why not call in at 
table tennis and lots the Centre, or phone 
more! 01656 745399/749219 or 

“During the Whitsun email: kpcyouth@hot- 
holidays the following mail.com. 


Maesteg to put 
home town 
artist on show 

AN agreement is currently being 
finalised to allow paintings by the 
Maesteg artist Christopher Williams to 
be placed in buildings in his home town 
on long-term loan. 

Bridgend County Borough Council owns an 
important collection of the artist’s work - some 
of which were inherited from the old Maesteg 
UDC and some from Ogwr Borough Council, 
which purchased some paintings in the 1980s. 

The council has agreed to allow Maesteg 
Town Council to have custody of the paintings, 
which will probably be hung in the newly-refur¬ 
bished town council offices. 

There are six Christopher Williams paintings 
hanging in Maesteg Town Hall. 

Some of these were donated to the town by 
the artist who died in 1934. He was a member of 
the Royal Academy and painted a number of 
important portraits, including one of Lloyd 
George while he was prime minister. 

He was born in Commercial Street where his 
parents ran a shop called Y Tebot - the Teapot. 


NEWS FROM 
PORTHCAWL 
TOWNSWOMEN’S 
GUILD 


Remembering 
the Mumbles 
Railway line 


IN the absence of 
chairman Mrs 
Freda Rodger, vice 
chairman Mrs Dee 
Richardson took 
the May meeting 
after welcoming the 
president Mrs 
Joyce Whiteing. 
Olwyn Hall read 
the constitution. 

Mrs Jean Dorrington 


The bowls group met 
on a Tuesday morning 
at Griffin Park, and the 
lunch club’s next venue 
is the Grove Golf Club. 
The competition winner 
was Audrey with the 
pretty handkerchief, and 
next month’s competi¬ 
tion table is for best 
photo frame. The raffle 
was won by Mrs Gwen 
Watts. 

Our free coffee mom- 


stood in for the secretary ing at the YMCA was 


Mrs Dorothy Thomas, 
who was unable to 
attend. After the reports, 
members settled down to 
listen to the speaker, Mr 
Gerald Gabb, on the 
Mumbles Railway. 

Many members 
remembered their child¬ 
hood and a lot of ques¬ 
tions were asked. Mrs 
Shirley Masterman gave 
the vote of thanks. 


very successful, with a 
few new ladies coming 
to see if TWG is for 
them. 

At the next meeting, 
our speaker is Marilyn 
Sydenham talking on 
Hearing Dogs (for deaf 
people). All welcome at 
2pm, in All Saints 
Church Hall, on 
Wednesday June 10. 

DR 
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Adventure Island’s new 
play frame is here 


(OMPLETE 
with giant 
'slide, zip 
wire and a giant 
octopus, there is 
now so much more 
for your child to 
explore! 

The little ones will 


also love our giant 
double-storey dolls’ 
house, complete with 
fitted kitchen down¬ 
stairs and sensory 
room upstairs. 

Adventure Island 
play centre still has 
the friendly family- 
run atmosphere that 


offers good value for 
money and really 
cares about you and 
your child. 

So come along and 
let their imaginations 
run wild - the perfect 
guide for fun no mat¬ 
ter what the weather! 


Riverford Organic announces its 
latest "veg hero’ - rhubarb! 

G 


ET back to 
.basics, says 
Riverford 
Organic Vegetables, 
and eat the great 
British veg that 


thrives in this coun¬ 
try. 

The award-winning 
farm has launched a 
campaign to champion 
the ‘unsung heroes’ of 
the vegetaWe world, giv- 




^•yDay 10.00 an'*®' 

Buy one - Get one FREE 
on presentation of 
this voucher 



•• 


Parties 

from 
£7.50 
per head. 




Giant 
Sensory 
Dolls House 

Just waiting to be explored 

Our Ploy Sessions^ 

are one and a half hours of 
adventure and fun. 

• Under 2s - £3 • Under 5s - £4 

• Over 5s - £4.95 

• Season tickets available 


1 to suit 



org anic ve g boxe s 

your own box 


or make our 

range of veg, fruit, milk, eggs and much more 
(minimum ord er £12.5 

we also deliver^^^0 from £49.95 



• Chocolate Fountain Parties 

• Face Painting Parties 

• Dedicated Tiny Tot Parties 

• Sumo Wrestling Parties 
Snacks and a selection of hot and cold drinks available every day 

Bouncy Castle • Play Frames • Arts & Crafts 
Children's Parties • Dedicated Under 3s Area 


Esplanade Buildings, Friars Road, Barry Island, CF62 5TJ 
Telephone: 01446 733344 
Email: bookings@adventureislandwales.com 



touote ref:GEM) 


ing a boost to vegetables 
that are unusual, under¬ 
rated, tricky to use or 
hard to get hold of 

Now is the time to 
rekindle an affection for 
rhubarb. Despite being 
widely used in desserts, 
rhubarb is a vegetable; 
it’s a member of the 
polygonaceae family and 
related to sorrel. 

It was popular 
through most of the 
1900s, but suffered 
along with many other 
of Britain’s homegrown, 
traditional vegetaWes as 
supermarkets began to 
sell out-of-season fruit 
from around the world. 

Rhubarb is easy to 
grow in Britain, as it 
enjoys cool climates and 


suffers very few pests. It “Rhubarb’s sharpness 
also packs a flavoursome also works beautifully 
punch at the table. with meat and fish, so 

“If you want tradition- there’s no need to con- 
al, seasonal produce, you fine it to pudding. It 
can’t beat rhubarb at this 
time of year,” says Chris 
Morruzi, who delivers 


Riverford boxes in the 
Port Talbot, Bridgend 
and Vale area. “Try a 
simple crumble served 
with plenty of custard - 
and later in the season, 
throw in a few handfuls 
of strawberries too. 

“Or make the most of 
its vibrant colour by 
swirling stewed rhubarb 
through creamy yoghurt 


stores well and will keep 
in the fridge for a week 
or more.” 

Riverford, the nation’s 
favourite vegbox 
scheme, grows more 
than 100 varieties of 
good value, seasonal 
produce on its farms 
around the UK. For 
more tips on growing 
and cooking with the 
seasons, see the 
Riverford Farm Cook 
Book, published by 


for a super-quick dessert. Fourth Estate. 


The Computer Man will 
help it work for ‘YOU’ 

A 


NDREW, 
The 

.Computer 
Man, has been 
trading from his 
office in Barry for 
more than 13 years 
and has built a 
large and loyal cus¬ 
tomer base of home 
users and small 
businesses. 

With half-term holi¬ 


days and exams here 
again, PCs are more 
important than ever, so 
why not call an experi¬ 
enced professional for a 
health check or upgrade 
and, don’t forget 
‘Backup!’ - it’s too late 
once it’s gone! 


If you just want 
advice or need to recov¬ 
er/transfer that precious 
data, call Andrew and 
make the whole experi¬ 
ence a happy one, with 
the computer working 
for ‘YOU’. 


u: CO ■ FLTER 

' . . A ij 

Established ^ 1 
1996 ' 

• Computer upgrades & repairs ' _ 

• Networking for small businesses 

For friendly help and advice call Andrew 

Tel/Fax: 01446 749118 
Mobile: 07721 055 967 

e-mail: andrew@thecomputerman.co.uk 



Make a wish at Farthings, 
and have a great family meal 


F arthings is a well-established 
family-run restaurant in the centre 
of Cowbridge. 

It is renowned for its superb home-cooked food 
- families are always welcome. You can be guaran¬ 
teed a truly delicious meal when you visit 
Farthings. 

We are also offering a classic two-course menu 
for £10 for adults at the same time, making a fami¬ 
ly visit excellent value for money. 

Children love the original well in the centre of 

inim 

We currently have the following offers. . . 

C(Mi/ 

€€!/(/2 ccmt^€4^^(yi/£2 
between 3pm and 7pm Tuesday - Friday. 
Any main course from the children’s menu 
with locally-made ice cream for dessert. 

between 3pm and 9.30pm Tuesday - Friday 

Buy 6 hot drinks and enjoy a 7th FREE! 

54 High Street, Cowbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan 

www.farthingsofcowbridge.co.uk 



the restaurant, and a highlight of any visit is to 
throw a coin in the well and make a wish. (All 
money collected is donated to Cancer Research 
Wales). 

There is also a large courtyard garden for the 
children to run around in to work off their supper, 
while the adults finish their much-needed half-term 
glass of wine! Telephone 01446 772990. 

For Quasar, all roads 
lead to Barry Island 

Q uasar, Barry Island, opened in 
July 1992 and has been popular 
for generations of children in 
Barry and throughout the Vale. 

Great for parties, there is also a Quasar club for 
nine to 16-year-olds. 

There are events every school holiday, and more 
than 650 junior members! 

The activities are popular with girls, boys and 
adults. 

Since Cardiff Quasar closed, a lot of students 
and families travel by train to the Island from 
Cardiff, Merthyr, Aberdare and even further afield, 
to enjoy a game. 





PRICE LIST 
& BIRTHDAY 
PARTY 
PACKAGES 




GAME PRICES 


WWW.BARRYISLANDQUASAR.COM 

Please note: All players must be at least 7 years old. 

Minimum numbers required for a party is 8 players. Maximum is 20. 
Exclusive use of game is for 16 or more players. 

The number of people booked for is the number of people charged for on the day. 
Deposits ore non refundable or transferable. 


STANDARD PARTY ULTIMATE PARTY 


PARENTS 


(Q^ 




Buy 1 get 1 FREE 

When you buy one gome you gel one free 

only with this voucher. 

5 Station Approach Road 
Barry Island - CF62 5TH 
Tel. 01446 421611 


1 game of 

QUBSaR 

£3.50 per person 
^^^2 games of 

QuasaR 

£6.00 per person 


^^^2 games of 

Qua§aR 

+ Meal & Drink 
Duration: 

1 hour 30mins 
Price: 

£8 per child 


^^^3 gomes of 

QuasaR 

Meal & Drink, Extra 
Drink, Birthday Cake, 
Souvenir photo for 
Birthday Child. 
Duration: 

Approx 2hrs 30 mins 
Price: £11 per child 


stBlIf 

YOU WONT HAVE 
TO LIFT A FINGER 
AS YOUR CHILD 
AND FRIENDS 
HAVE A FANTASTIC 
BIRTHDAY PARTY 


MEMBERS SCHEME - Pay £5 to become a member, then pay £5 every time you ploy. 


9-16 year old welcome. 


many games s 
^as possible in Ik 
1^ four hours ^ 


to special ^ 
events including L 
competitions M' 
oll-nighters if 


# Get good T 

^ fost! I T 

V— 


Barry Island Quasar, 5 Station Approach Road, Barry Island 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales, CF62 5TH 
Tel 01446 421 611 - 9.00am - 9.00pm 
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Arbuthnot Opticians - 
friendly, caring, trusted 


O UR practice 
has been 
established 
in Barry for more 
than 70 years and is 
now one of the most 
modern, independ¬ 
ent practices in the 
country - we are 
friendly, caring and 
trusted. 

We offer good value, 
good quality and, above 
all, choice. We stock a 
wide range of designer 
frames - Gucci, Giorgio 


Armani, Versace, 
Oakley, Miss Sixty, 
Jimmy Choo, 
Timberland, Prada, 
Rayban - to name but a 
few, all at competitive 
prices. 

Arbuthnots want to 
make it easy for you to 
buy the glasses or con¬ 
tact lenses you want, 
because appearance is 
important. Ask for 
details of our easy pay¬ 
ment schemes on direct 
debit. 

We have a very large 
contact lens practice 



and lots of experience. 
We are members of the 
British Contact Lens 
Association, regularly 
attending conferences to 
keep abreast of every¬ 
thing that’s new. 

We have a great deal 
of success fitting chil¬ 
dren with contact lenses 
and it gives us great 
pleasure to see those 
children growing in 
confidence as a result of 
wearing lenses. 

It gives them the 
freedom to enjoy sports 
and leisure activities 
without glasses, and the 
children just love it! 

If you would like to 
know more, ring us on 
01446 735551 or visit 
our website 
WWW. arbuthnotopti- 
cians.co.uk 


IV- CiRurcL witn 
outt gHC-'pt ’.'glue QgfttHitge 

R&filU' Qf 'D PP P'y 


5upe« V^lue St^onc*^ 


PCNS 


FOLDERS 


PENCILS RING BWDCRS 

NOTE PADS b ERS 

RCriU PADS HOtE PUMCHES 

... and much more 


21 Holton Road, Bvry. CF63 4HA 
Coll: 01444 733 844 


The Three Horseshoes - 
a "stunning’ family pub 


T he Three 
Horseshoes, 
Moulton, is 
renowned in the 
area for being a 
popular family pub 
serving a delicious 
array of traditional 
home-cooked food 
with local Welsh 
produce. 

Specialities include 
Welsh black beef, and 
there are Welsh wines 
and beers! 

Don’t forget - pen¬ 


sioners’ specials are 
available Monday-Friday 
lunchtimes. 

Richard and Ian 
Peters, the owners, not 
ones for sitting still, are 
always looking for areas 
to improve. They are 
starting work on a chil¬ 


dren’s fort in the outside 
play area, which is due 
for completion in early 
June, and they are also 
erecting new swings. 

Visit this stunning 
family pub this bank hol¬ 
iday. You won’t be disap¬ 
pointed. 


Kindermusik aim to 
help in your baby’s 
continued development 


N ew 

Kindermusik 
classes for 
babies from 0-18 
months are just 
starting, so why not 
come and try a free 
class on Tuesdays 
or Fridays. 

‘Rhythm of My Day’ 
is an eight-week course 
which will help you 
bring more rhythm and 


routine to your baby’s 
day, as well as help 
develop lasting learning 
skills. 

Research shows the 
more you expose your 
baby to nursery rhymes 
and songs, the stronger 
those emerging lan¬ 
guage-learning skills 
will be. 

I’ll show you how, 
and tell you why, music 
can help your little one. 


You can bring home 
those same stress-free 
play and relaxation tech¬ 
niques from class, a 
colourful picture book, a 
set of art banners, and a 
rhythm instrument for 
music-making at home. 

Contact Leonie on 
01446 775048. 




THE THREE 
HORSESHOES . 

Moulton, Near Barry 
Tel. (01446) 710428 

Whitsun Bank Holiday 
& Half Term 

Horrice’s Playbarn for the children 
FACE PAINTING 

Bank Holiday Monday, Wednesday 
May 27th and Sunday May 31st 
JUNE OFFER 
Kids Eat Free 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
Conditions apply 

Real food for real people! 
Served from 12 midday - 9 pm 

SUNDAY LUNCH 
served from 12 midday 



"Festival of Clowns’ is a 
great day out at Margam 
Park this bank holiday 


P op along to 
Margam 
Country Park 
for bank holiday 
Monday, May 25, 
and enjoy all the 
family fun of the 
Festival of Clowns. 

Learn some circus 
s ki lls with Jimmy 
Juggles, join Mr 
Bubbles, Dr Bob and 
Loopy Lews for chil¬ 
dren’s shows and have a 
chat to the Upside Down 


Clown! 

Why not dress up and 
enter the Best Dressed 
Clown competition 
(judging at 2pm). 

Margam Castle is also 
hosting a craft and gifts 
fair. It is a great family 
fun day out. 

Set in 1,000 acres of 
glorious parklands, 
Margam Country Park 
offers beauty, history, 
wildlife and a wide 
range of facilities to 
make it one of the best 
days out in Wales for all 


the family. 

It has surprises around 
every corner, from the 
magnificent 18th century 
Orangery, an impressive 
Tudor-Gothic style 
Victorian mansion 
house, to the 12th centu¬ 
ry Chapter House. 

New for this season is 
the redevelopment of the 
farm trail with improved 
paddocks, allowing you 
to get up close and per¬ 
sonal with our farm trail 
friends! 


Gymbabes - 
"a fantastic 
introduction to 
the Tumble Tots 
programme’ 


E ach 

Gymbabes 

session 

includes gentle 
warm-up exercises 
to help strengthen 
muscles, massage, 
and songs and 
rhymes to develop 
listening and lan¬ 
guage skills. 

The equipment time 
is where babies are free 
to explore and experi¬ 
ence activities which 
will help them develop 
their crawling and 
walking skills. 

All activities take 
place with trained staff 
to help you make the 
most of each session. 

Gymbabes offers 
babies the very best 
start, particularly from 
the physical point of 
view. 

All babies develop at 
their own pace and the 
sessions allow for this 
so they have the oppor¬ 
tunity to reach their full 


potential. 

Gymbabes is a fan¬ 
tastic gentle introduc¬ 
tion to the Tumble Tots 
programme. 


Gymbabes classes 
are tailor made 
for babies from 
6 montbs who 
are discovering 
their own 
bodies and all 
the wonderful 
things they con 
do with them. 



Find out how 
The Gem is 
moving with 
the times! 
View our full 
digital version 
on line now, at 
any of the 
websites shown 
on page 2 . 


3 ir- 




Margam Country Parii 


i.utii(nargairi|iv]i 


^ , 2SthM«y2009 

, Margam 
Fettival of Clowns 

'Jimmy Juggle'g drew WorkihoiM 
Pr. Bob's BRiloom, 

Mr Bubbln 
The Upside Pown Ckwn, 
FMepabrtIng, 

The best dressed 
clown eompetltton 
and rmieh much more! V 

The fun eterte at 11am 
Entry pricaa: 

Aduna C4 

cMIdran A concaaalona £3. 

3'a and under free 

24th $2$th May 
May Craft Fair in Castle 

(INTRYFttMrS) 

Como along and Join In the funi 


NHPc^idlrinMnii 
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Summer sounds with 
The Barry Music Shop 


A S we are ‘grab a bargain’ at 
promised The Barry Music 
good weather Shop. 

for the summer, We have acoustic and 

now is the time to classical guitars you can 
take anywhere with you, 


fTECui Of fUS ON ctAAuarrs « rurrcs 
KNlIf lirtifi * 1 fii Nil Ml W 

MDcl CVun» I ^ i jUr»v Siri Ovar AB 

I n iX W irtfm O NN n t fNN' »C«< 

Biidior ihY» Fil Si!! 5 m Oui 191 * OtV £219 

. . . .. . . mmnaamrntm^ 

Eupcrt ih Store Ouilaf flciia>f Service 


□□Q The Barry 
rs77T~ Music Shop 

***Music4Kids*** 

^ B p ututoBuh G«iUir« 

. ^ •-ti»f^OAa»<NOuwro«r- *7 
i N wiiii^eHiu»fuariw<a»o%»ei^TV 
0 ^wmC3imtiomam.fauiw^ttodmime^ { 

OmMi ie Moof Coloiff 4 9tm$ 

Mew IM ivi mi» hr St ain aM Ow f3i hr K aht 

fci<-rlr>i r^uiLii Sl,<r1».*r K.ls Iron t 



107 Holton Road, Barry 

(W—fn Hill EadQ •!»>; 7«X711 


whether on holiday or 
just sitting out in the 
sun! 

Take advantage of the 
massive 20 per cent off 
all guitars in store at the 
moment - this will not 
be repeated again this 
year. 

As a local trader, we 
realise that funds are 
tight for everyone, but 
we still hunt down great 
deals for all of our cus¬ 
tomers, including great 
deals on guitar strings, 
even better prices on 
clarinet and flutes and 
not forgetting violins - 
from £59.50 for the 
complete outfit of violin 
case and bow! 

Please do not forget 
that all our staff are 
experts in the music and 
sound worlds, and can 
offer help and advice on 
everything we stock. 

We also stock the 
biggest selection of 
audio leads, connectors 
and adaptors in the Vale, 
also spares and compo¬ 
nents - if you do not see 
what you want, please 
do ask. 

Call in and see us - 
you will not be disap¬ 
pointed. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

Shopping is great 
fun for children 
(and adults) 
at Pool Farm! 



20% off at Scallywags! 


F or more than 
60 years the 
Stanley family 
have established a 
fine reputation as 
suppliers of poultry 
and of beef, pork, 
lamb and free 
range eggs (from 
chickens, geese and 
ducks). 

Brothers Glyn and 
John Stanley have 
now opened the Pool 
Farm Produce market, 
selling all of the 
above home-produced 
items, as well as veg¬ 
etables, fish, honey 
and preserves. 

Children will love a 
visit to the Pool Farm 
shop, as the paddock 
alongside is home to 
ponies, goats, and 
chickens. A little clos¬ 
er to nature than a trip 
to the supermarket! 
One unusual feature 


is the ‘honesty box’ 
for egg sales. When 
the shop is closed, 
customers open up the 
box, take the eggs and 
leave the money. 


M ake sure 
you visit 
this half 
term, as there are 
great offers not to 
be missed. 

We have fantastic 
ranges of swimwear 
from Timberland, 
Pampolina and Oxbow 
for babies to teens. 
Also arrived are ‘lit¬ 


tle linens’, a lovely col¬ 
lection of timeless 
summer classics for 
boys and girls. 

Our ever-popular 
Lelli Kelly are all in 
stock. 

So with 20 per cent 


off all our ranges dur¬ 
ing half term, it’s a 
great time to stock up 
on your children’s sum¬ 
mer wardrobes! 

Call 01446 772104; 

2 Willow Walk, 
Cowbridge. 


.Celebrating! 



Open Friday, 
Saturday & Sunday 
9.00am - 430pm 




PRODUCE MARKET 

(General public and trade) 
SUPPLIERS OF: 

Livestock and oven-ready poultry 
Home produced beef, pork, lamb 
Frozen fish 

Bacon, sausages and free range eggs 
Traditionally produced and 
smoked cheese selection, butter 
Fresh and frozen vegetables 
Preserves including honey, 
strawberry and champagne jam 

Mobile 07929 824037; Fax 01656 880336 

St Brides Major CF32 OSE 

Generations of fresh farm produce 



Fontygary Leisure Park - Rhoose 

Fun for all the Family... 



WOBSTACLE 

11am - 1pm 
Every 
Sunday 


Fabulous 
Health Club 
with weights 
room. 

Great Rates 
Available 


Pool 

Room 

with 

Dartboard 


FUN 

& GAMES 

with Krazy Khiks 
Every Sat/Sun 
from 7.30pm 


Bank 
Holiday 
fun this 
weekend! 


OPEN TO NON RESIDENTS 


Sky Sports 
& Setanta 

8ft X 6ft screen 
Latest Sporting 
Events 


Sauna, 

Steam, Jacuzzi 
and 

Solarium 


LITE BITES 

Now Serving 
Sunday 
Lunch 


Telephone 01446 710386 
Fontygary Leisure Park, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan 
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Cafe Cwtch backs baby survival 
campaign with Save the Children 


(AFE Barry, opened their Jessica Evans, com- the Children UK, 

CWTCH, doors on Saturday, munity fundraising Jenny Ogwen and 

''High Street, May 16 to welcome executive for Save Derek Brockway to 

help raise money, 
and also the profile 
of this deserving 
charity. 

The ‘Go Tea-potty 
party’ was held as part 
of Save the Children 
week (April 22-May 
2 ). 

Despite Derek’s 
commitments, he 
agreed to still support 
the campaign and 



encourage others to 
have similar tea parties. 

The money raised on 
Saturday was going 
towards saving new¬ 
born babies across the 
globe who are threat¬ 
ened by illnesses such 
as diarrhoea and pneu¬ 
monia. 

To find out more, 
download a pack from 
savethe 

children, org. cuk/goteap 
otty 


Looking 
for some 
half-term 
fun and 
exercise? 


PG 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 

2 DAY FOOTBALL FUN CAMP 
Thursday, 28 & Friday, 29 May. 

fKQlfCMXIf young players all abilities. 
(UEFA qualified coaches/ full CRB check) 

All players will receive medals and certificates. 

Also beginners session - 5x1 hour football fun with 
structured coaching, commencing Friday, 5th June. 
Enquiries/bookings: 01446 792680 or 07970 629077 
email; pgsoccerschools@hotmail.co.uk 


The Ship is shipshape and ready 
for the whole family to enjoy 


St Donats 
Nursery School 


I 


ABOVE: Emma Lofthouse (Cafe Cwtch), Jenny Ogwen, 
Hilary Barber (Cafe Cwtch), Derek Brockway. 

In front: Jessica Evans (Save the Children). 

Preparing your child 
for the next school year 


C HILDREN 
will soon be 
moving up a 
year in school. 

Some will be chang¬ 


ing schools, and 
some moving into 
their GCSE years. 
This is the time to 
prepare them all. 




Professional tutoring 



Our lessons in maths 
and English fill the gaps 
in knowledge, achieve 
potential and increase 
confidence. These are all 
important to help your 
child start the next year 
in the best possible way. 

As well as term time 
lessons, we will be giv¬ 
ing holiday lessons at 
the end of August. 

We have an excellent 
reputation for giving a 
friendly, individual 
approach to your child’s 
needs. 

Phone us for further 
details so that you can 
visit the centre to find 
our more. Kip McGrath 
Professional Tutoring on 
01446 700999. 


i Set in the grounds of the 12th 
century St Donats Castle 

We have been offering children 

■ aged 272 to 5 years unique experiences 
enabling them to reach their potential 
for over 33 years. 

Experienced caring staff, high ratios. 

Lots of outdoor learning and fun! 
Involvement of international students. 
Estyn accreditation and holders of the 
Basic Skills Quality Mark. 

Now offering a choice of sessions 
at competitive rates: 
Mornings 9.00 to 12.30 (£7.50) 

§ Afternoons 13.00 to 16.00 (£7.00) 
Full Day* 9.00 to 16.00 (£15.00) 

I For more information or to 
□ arrange a visit, contact 
I Lyn da Duncan on 01446 799276 

Full day for ages 3 and over. |iii 

Registered charity: 518495 ' 


A POPULAR 
pub in Barry 
is set to 

reopen its doors 
after a major refur¬ 
bishment. 

The Ship Inn on 
Harbour Road opens for 
business on May 20 at 
11 am. 

The Ship, part of the 
Hungry Horse chain 
owned by Greene King, 
has had a major facelift 
including the fitting of a 
new kitchen and remod¬ 
elling of the pub interior 
and beer garden. 

“We have something 
to offer everyone,” pub 
manager Alun Baker 
said. “There is good 
quality family food at an 
affordable price . 

“The pub has a brand 
new menu with some 
great offers, including 
two meals for £8, burger 
and a pint for £4.99 and 
the launch of six new 
curries.” 

Regular customers 
will be amazed at the 
transformation inside 
and outside the pub, 
which include new fami¬ 
ly booths with private 
TV screens, a new 
sports bar with two pool 
tables, and plasma 
screens for the avid 


A great day out for the 
family at Warren Mill... 


Pick-up a bank holiday 
book bargain at Nicklebys! 


N ICKLEBY’S 
BOOKSTORE 
now has lots 
of offers to make 
books an even bet¬ 
ter bargain: a wide 


range of cut-price 
and second-hand 
children’s and adult 
books, a new loyal¬ 
ty card for regular 
customers to earn 


NICKLEBY’S 

Bookstore 

General, Bargain and 
Second hand books. 

Book searches welcome 
Non-stock books ordered promptly! 

- Browsing is compulsory - 

6 Poundfield Precinct LLANTWIT MAJOR 

01446 795166 


discounts, and a 
new ‘book 
exchange’ scheme - 
bring two second¬ 
hand books into the 
shop and pick one 
from the shelves for 
free! 

Don’t forget, we are 
happy to give advice 
and, if the book you 
want is not on the 
shelves, we can order in 
most books within 24 
hours. 

Watch out, too, for 
our forthcoming events - 
see at the shop for 
details - 6 Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 
IDL; or phone 01446 
795166. 



Come along and feed the animals at 

Warren MiU 

Come and see our rare and unusual breeds of farm 
animals - lambs, calfs, pigs and Spike the Llama, 
plus refreshments and children’s play area. 
Most animals can be hand fed. 

New arrivals to meet... 

New Zealand Kune Kune Pigs! 


A Great Family Day Out 

adult child 


OPEN ALL DAY EVERY DAY 
10am- dusk 

Follow the ‘tourist signs’ on the A48 from 
Bonvilston or junction 34 off the M4 

Tel 01446 781274 

www.warrenmillfarm.co.uk 



You can now view the complete 
edition of this week’s GEM, 
on line, in a full digital version. 


sports fan. 

Sun worshippers can 
enjoy the new seating in 
the beer garden while 
letting the kids play in 
both the indoor and out¬ 
door play areas 

With regular enter¬ 
tainment including A 
‘Tom Jones Tribute’ 
this bank holiday week¬ 


end, and upcoming pro¬ 
motions including char¬ 
ity days for the Wales 
Air Ambulance and 
Help for Heroes, as 
well as a competition to 
find Barry’s best dad to 
celebrate Father’s Day, 
The Ship really is the 
place for the whole 
family. 


SHIP INN( 

(BARRY ISLAND) 

a 


w 


New Menu, New Decor, Quality 
Family Food at Affordable Prices 

FAMILY 

BANK HOLIDAY FUN DAYS 

WITH HUNGRY HORSE 

SATURDAY... 

80’s Disco from 8pm 

Bouncy Castle, IGds Entertainer 

SUNDAY... 

Tom Jones Tribute from 2pm 
Kids Entertainer, Bouncy Castle 
MONDAY... 

Ginger Growler from 2pm 
Face Painter, Kids Entertainer, 
Bouncy Castle, Mega Quiz from 8pm 

HARBOUR ROAD 
BARRY, CF625SB 

Telephone: 

01446 729060 


rti' 


W hat better 

way to spend 
a day out 

with the family than a 
day at Warren Mill 
Farm Park. 

The farm has a selec¬ 
tion of friendly farm ani¬ 
mals including rabbits, 
sheep, goats, pigs, lla¬ 
mas, donkeys, minature 
ponies and lots more. 

All the animals are 
very friendly; most can 
be hand fed, and we sell 
little bags of animal 
feed. 

We also have a play 
area, picnic area and a 
snack bar. 

The fishery is a four- 
acre natural mill pond 
stocked with a large 
selection of coarse fish. 

We’re open daily, 
lOam-dusk.Te/. 01446 
781274. 
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Vale schools get top marks for their healthy approach 



YOUNG people in the Vale cel¬ 
ebrated their achievements 
through the Vale Healthy 
Schools scheme. 

All Vale schools have been part of 
the scheme for 18 months. It is co¬ 
ordinated by the National Public 
Health Service through the Local 
Public Health Team, and actively sup¬ 
ported by the Vale Council and the 
Vale Local Health Board (LHB). 

Health issues which the schools 
tackle include food and fitness, emo¬ 
tional health and well being, the envi¬ 
ronment and global citizenship, pupil 
participation, working with the com¬ 
munity and safety and hygiene. 

A special day was held recently at 
the Barry Memorial Hall, and the 
audience was welcomed by a band 


made up of children and young people 
from Cowbridge schools, who played 
a series of lively numbers. 

Jane Hutt, Minister for Children, 
Education and Lifelong Learning and 
Skills, presented two pupils from each 
school with plaques and certificates of 
accreditation from the Welsh 
Assembly Government. 

These marked their achievements in 
reaching their healthy schools targets 
over the past year. 

Children from nine local schools 
demonstrated a range of healthy 
school activities which ranged from 
songs by the choir of a local special 
school to squash and street dancing. 

Finally, there was a grand finale, 
with belly dancing from the pupils of 
St Richard Gwyn Catholic High 
School. 



We^’^End Traders 


HIGH STREET, 
BROAD STREET, 
ISIAND ROAD & 
MARKET STREET 


ALLSTA MOTORS 

Local, reliable service for over 30 years 

• Diagnostics 

> Brakes 

• Clutches 

> Welding 
•MOT’S 

• High quality 
servicing and repairs 

THE GARAGE. MARKET STREET, BARRY 

Tel: 01446 740358 


MOT'S AND SERVICING CENTRE 





MENS& 

LADIES 

WEAR 


We have now re-opened! 

DESIGNER MEN’S SUITS 
Leather Jackets, Ties & Shirts 

Pierre Cardin - Ralph Lauren - Jupiter - City Survival 

DESIGNER LADIES’ FASHIONS 
including Shoes & Handbags 

Pause Cafe - Satos - Boheme - Peaches 


16 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 740990 



Always a bargain to he had at,,, 

HARMONY 

FURNISHINGS 


Specialising in carpets, rugs and cushion 
floor for every room in your home. 


Blinds made to order. 

Free Estimate and Measuring Service. 
Commercial & Domestic work undertaken. 

For a friendly, helpful service 

69 HIGH STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 01446 746607 


VAraiXACAFG 
« TAPAS BAR 


Fully Licensed 

Wines, Beers & Spirits available from 11am til late 

Tapas Nights Every Friday & Saturday 

(booking advisable) 

THE GREAT AMERICAN BREAKFAST 

served from 9,00 am onwards 

Fresh Italian Coffees with Coffee & Cakes deals. 
Lovely selection of Lunches & Snacks served daily. 
Open 9 am til late Monday - Saturday 


86 HIGH STREET, BARRY 

Telephone: 01446 742124 


• Viewing a home, to buy or rent? 

Try Gareth Jones Estate Agents or 
Barringtons Lettings. 

• Need a soiicitor?Try Hartiand Watkins. 

• Fiooring and Furniture from 
Harmony Furnishings. 

• For a famiiy portrait go to 
Francis Kestie Photography. 

• Take a peek into your future at 
The Guiding Light Centre. 

• Look your best with Giorgio, Jade 
or She Wears it Weii. 

• Accessorize at Wateriiiy. 

• Pamper yourseif at Baiance, Jaks, 
or the Beauty Ciinic. 

• Look after your eyes at Arbuthnots 
or Jones and Jones Opticians. 

• Throw a party with Dr.Bobs Baiioons. 

• Cooking a Sunday roast? 

Go to Vic Hopkins butchers. 

• Shop for a new baby at Smoiiany’s. 

• Nip out for a bite to eat or a drink with 
friends - at Vaniiia, Orientai Diner, 
Scariets or the Borough Arms. 

• Purchase a new computer from MJM 

• Have the car serviced at Aiista Motors. 

Find everything you need 
at the west end... 

HIGH-eST Quality! 
BROAD-eST Choice! 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Hannah (11) is 
taking dancing 
into spotlight 


ON May 10, open 
auditions were held 
at the Wales 
Millennium Centre, 
Cardiff for dancers 
to perform in the 
upcoming Hip Hop 
Production, Pied 
Piper, produced hy 
Boy Blue Ent as 
part of the Breakin’ 
the Bay Urban Arts 
Festival on June 12- 
14. 

Hannah Bishop (11) 
from Barry was success¬ 
ful in attaining a place 
and will start rehearsing 


with the dance company 
and choreographer 
Kendrick ‘H20’ Sandy. 

“This is an amazing 
opportunity for Hannah, 
who trains with YDance 
at the YMCA each week 
and the experience will 
definitely help her in her 
dance development. We 
hope that all who know 
Hannah will support her 
by going to watch her 
perform on the Donald 
Gordon Stage,” said 
spokeswoman Emma 
Mallam. 

RIGHT: 
Hannah Bishop. 




r 
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Your chance to win a 
set of Tudor stamps 


THEY ruled during 
one of the most 
famous periods in 
our history, now the 
Tudors are back on 
new stamps from 
Royal Mail. 

The six stamps mark 
the 500th anniversary of 
the accession of Henry 
VIII and the House of 
Tudor, and readers of the 
Glamorgan GEM can 


win a set of the ‘Regal’ 
miniatures in our excit¬ 
ing Royal Mail competi¬ 
tion this month. 

The stamps feature six 
portraits from the Welsh 
dynasty that saw some 
of the best known of our 
Kings and Queens sit 
upon the English throne. 

Val Bodden, media 
relations manager for 
Royal Mail in Wales, 
said: “Coinciding with 
the 500th anniversary of 


©rag 
Inn 



Pub Classic 
Menu 

Main Course only £5.95 
Starter and Dessert 
for only £2 each 
Available Tuesday to Saturday 
12 noon - 2.30 pm 
and 6 pm - 7pm 
(Offer available until 29th August) 

Discount Cards cannot be used in conjunction with this offer 


Extensive 
Lunchtime 
and Evening 
Menu served 
Tuesday - Friday 
12 noon - 2.30pm; 

6pm - 9pm 
Sat 12 noon - 9pm 
Sun 12 noon - 6pm 



Telephone: 01446 750913 
greendragoninn99@aol.coin 


the accession of Henry 
VIII, this amazing set of 
stamps profiles the mon- 
archs as well as the 
major icons of the era. 

“This is the second set 
in our landmark Kings 
and Queens series of 
stamp issues.” 

To enter the competi¬ 
tion and win a House of 
Tudor Royal Mail stamp 
presentation pack, 
answer the following 
question: Which of these 
kings hasn’t sat on the 
throne? 

A Henry B Charles C 
Kong? 

Answers on a post¬ 
card, marked ‘Stamp 
Competition’, to 
Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CE71 7EL, 
no later than Eriday, 

May 29. 

No correspondence 
will be entered into, and 
the judge’s decision is 
final. Good luck! 


The Angels and Demons can’t 
save Tom Hanks in poor film 


W HEN Tom 
Hanks and 
Ron 

Howard took their 
first journey into 
Dan Brown’s world 
of Robert Langdon, 
in The Da Vinci 
Code, the results 
were surprisingly 
muted. 

Huge box office tak¬ 
ings couldn’t disguise an 
underwhelming and 
unwieldy film that paid 
far too much attention to 
Brown's prose and not 
enough to action and 
story. Their second stab 
at the world, Angels and 
Demons, attempts to 
redress the balance. 

This time around. 
Hanks’ Langdon is 
asked to investigate 
when, following the 
death of the Pope, the 
Illuminati capture four 
cardinals, intending to 
execute one every hour 
before detonating a 
bomb in the Vatican. 
Teaming up with a sci¬ 
entist (played by Ayelet 
Zurer) and a priest 
(Ewan McGregor), 
Langdon faces a race 
against time to stop the 
Illuminati carrying out 
their threats... 

If there were a series 
of books most suitable 
for big-screen adaption, 
then Dan Brown’s 
Robert Langdon stories 
would fit into that cate¬ 


gory. After all, with an 
in-built audience and the 
cinematic nature of the 
stories being told, suc¬ 
cess would be assured; 
and The Da Vinci Code’s 
worldwide box-office 
take of $758 million was 
hardly meagre, even if 
the critical response was 
far more lukewarm. 

So the big question is 
whether or not Angels 
and Demons can emu¬ 
late The Da Vinci Code’s 
financial success and 
deliver a film that is not 
only capable of drawing 
in huge amounts of 
money, but also makes 
for a highly enjoyable 
cinematic experience. 

The answer is sadly 
not; Angels and Demons 
is a ponderous film that 
only really grips in fits 
and starts, and, while 
perhaps more impressive 
than its predecessor, is 
still severely lacking in 
filmic smarts. 

Having not read the 
source material (though 
aware that it is actually 
the first of Brown’s nov¬ 
els), I went into the film 
without the expectations 
that no doubt hampered 
many people’s experi¬ 
ence of the first film. 

Yet the film left me rela¬ 
tively underwhelmed, 
lacking any real tension 
nor any real thrust. 

Surprisingly, given 
the film’s race-against- 
time framing device, 
there is little in the way 


of urgency or peril exud¬ 
ed by any of the charac¬ 
ters. Despite the danger 
posed by the Illuminati 
and the fact that 
Langdon and company 
have roughly four and a 
half hours to save every¬ 
one in and around the 
Vatican, there is a 
remarkable calm; there’s 
even the opportunity for 
Langdon to quip wittily 
like a Brosnan Bond. 

Screenwriters David 
Koepp and Akiva 
Goldsman have huge 
experience in screen¬ 
writing, yet they strug¬ 
gle to convey the con¬ 
stant cliffhangers of 
Brown’s novel into a 
cohesive flow. 

While the story has 
little let up, and its 
relentless pace makes it 
a fast-moving film, Ron 
Howard’s direction 
works on a very basic 
level. With an almost 
picture-postcard feel he 
frames the city of Rome 
and the other locations 
with a striking beauty, 
but his inability to mine 
any tension or create 
any sequences that real¬ 
ly stick in the mind add 
to the film’s general lack 
of excitement. 

He creates one or two 
scenes that stand out but 
there is nothing that 
truly lives long, and is a 
step back for a director 
whose Erost/Nixon earli¬ 
er this year proved so 
enthralling. 


Performance-wise, 
Tom Hanks is saddled 
with less a character and 
more a cipher, explain¬ 
ing the plot and the var¬ 
ious significant findings 
for those of us less well- 
schooled in the history 
of religion and art. 

Hanks is more than 
likeable enough, his 
easy charm enough to 
deliver a satisfactory 
turn, but his is less a 
performance and more a 
history guide. 

As the female scien¬ 
tist helping Langdon, 
Ayelet Zurer is practi¬ 
cally anonymous, hav¬ 
ing little to sink her 
teeth into and even less 
to do, other than ask 
Langdon questions 
which set up the next 
part of the story. 

Given the good quali¬ 
ty of the cast in several 
small roles (Armin 
Mueller Stahl and 
Stellan Skarsgard put in 
fair shifts) it is only 
Ewan McGregor who 
pulls off something 
resembling a perform¬ 
ance. His character’s 
sub-plot is intriguing 
and interesting, and 
McGregor offers a suit¬ 
ably solid turn that 
stands head and shoul¬ 
ders above the rest. 

Just about holding 
your interest to a con¬ 
clusion that suffers ever 
so slightly from that cel¬ 
luloid affliction, tele- 
graph-itis, Angels and 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Demons drags itself over 
the finish line without 
ever truly exerting itself. 
While it’s a perfunctory 
piece of work that gen¬ 
tly holds rather than 
grips, and an improve¬ 
ment on the last 
Langdon outing, it is 
still an inferior effort 
and far too wordy to 
enthral. 

VERDICT - Less a 
summer blockbuster and 
more a historical lecture, 
Angels and Demons is a 
dull film that is all talk 
and no action. 

While better than The 
Da Vinci Code, it is still 
a film that struggles to 
convey the sense of 
adventure and excite¬ 
ment in Dan Brown’s 
pages into a satisfactory 
film. Poor. 


Singers join new 
community choir 


BUDDING singers 
throughout the Vale 
joined a new com¬ 
munity choir with 
plans to perform at 
St Donats Arts 
Centre and St 
Donats Castle. 

More than 60 local 


Horticultural Weekend 
at Dyffryn Gardens 
FMturir>g Cardiff Bortsai Club 

23rd. 25th May 

1bam - 6pm 



Walks, taMts amf daftiortstrakons 
wilft CardHf Baa Society. The 
Butterfly cortserralkMi, Vale of 
Olamoroan Orchid Society, CartUff 
Boosei Club, flowering arranging 
and general tours of the gardens. 
Wm more InlormatSon: - 

029 2099 332S 
mwm dittryngedinf .com 
c>»frryfttg|»eieotaiamorgan.owuit ^ 


people attended the first 
rehearsal of the St 
Donats Atlantic Chorale 
on Monday, May 18, led 
by choirmaster Carl 
Grainger. 

Both the arts centre 
and Carl Grainger, who 
is also director of the 
Welsh Sinfonia Chorus, 
were delighted with the 
huge response. 

“Even in the land of 
song, the birth of a new 
choir is a rare and excit¬ 
ing event. I am thrilled 
by the enthusiasm of the 
local community and 
look forward to making 
music in the wonderful 
rehearsal and perform¬ 
ance spaces of St Donats 
Arts Centre and Castle. 

“They are both superb 
venues for choral music 
with magnificent spaces, 
perfect acoustics and an 
idyllic setting. The only 
thing missing is a resi¬ 
dent choir - until now,” 
he commented. 

The choir’s first pub¬ 
lic performance will take 
place this Christmas to 
follow last year’s mag¬ 
nificent concert of 
Handel’s Messiah, con¬ 
ducted by Carl and per¬ 
formed by The Welsh 
Sinfonia and Chorus in 
St Donats Castle. 

Eor more information 
contact John Pengelly 
on 01446 799100. 


,,.j\eGarde/, 

Wv| VV/DE RANGE ^ / fN 

J OF QUALITY GARDEN ^ 

FURNITURE, PICNIC TABLES, 
LOUNGERS AND SWING SEAT HAMMOCKS 

Buy a three 
seater 
Hammock 
with 
cushions 
for £299 
and get two relaxer chairs FREE 

BASKET & BEDDING PLANTS 
9cm Pot £ 1.49 each 
or 10 for £ 12 
BEDDING PLANTS 
£L50 a strip or 5 strips for £6 

/ FREE cup of tea or filter 
coffee with this advert 

Valid until end of May 09 - No Photocopies 

PORT ROAD, WENVOE, CARDIFF 

Tel. 029 2059 8118 

www.stylegardens.co.uk 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Fancy a day out at the races? 

M 


ORE THAN 100 entries have 
been received for the 
Countryside Alliance Point-To- 


All dressed up 
for a royal show! 

S ALLY KINGSBURY, playing 

Guinevere in Cowbridge Amateur 
Operatic Society’s forthcoming 
show Camelot by Lerner and Loewe, is 
pictured (below) in one of the dozen or so 
authentic costumes she will wear as 
Queen Guinevere. 

Her husband Tony Kingsbury (chairman of 
CAOS) said: “Costumes were going to play an 
important part in the show and we are delighted 
with them. They look amazing and some of the best 
we’ve seen for Camelot. 

Tony, who also plays Lancelot, said: “It is our 
40th anniversary and as it was a special year, we 
felt that it was right that we put on a spectacle of a 
show for our audience. 

“Many of our costumes are ex-RSC and are very 
authentic. We have been fortunate to have an excel¬ 
lent and experienced cast and chorus for Camelot 
and it promises to be a spectacular show.” 

Camelot is at Llantwit Major Comprehensive 
School, Ham Lane, from May 27-30 at 7.15pm 
(special matinee performance at 2pm on Saturday). 
Tickets are available on 0845 4592605. 


Sally Kingsbuty\\ 


in costume. 


I OCEAN LOUNGED 

PORTHKERRYyCj 
I WHITSUN ^3 
I BANK HOLIDAY 3 

t FRIDAY 22nd MAY 3 

{ HOLLY WILSON 3 

International Tribute Singer ^ 
J Food Served til 9pm j 

{ SATURDAY, 23rd MAY 3 
I THE V^PIRES 3 

^ Top Quality Showband 
^ Food Served til 9pm ■ 


Plus BINGO I 


SUNDAY, 24th MAY 

SAMANTHA ADAMS 

_ Female Vocalist 

FRIDAY, 29th MAY 

DANIEL DAMON 


M 
M 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

I TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST j 

J From £6.95 J 

J Table Service • Served 12 noon - 2pm j 

t QUIZ NIGHT EVERY THURSDAY J 

J from 8pm - Curry and a Pint £4.95 ? 
M Full Menu also available 1 

t ? 


Point Steeplechases at Redlands Park 
Racecourse, Bonvilston, this bank holi¬ 
day Monday (May 25) writes Brian Lee. 

There are 45 horses entered for the first race 
of the day - open maiden race - at 2pm. Twenty 
are down to run in the club members’ race for 
novice riders, 16 in the men’s open, 20 in the 
ladies’ open, 32 in the restricted and 20 in the 
intermediate. 

Many of the season’s leading horses and rid¬ 
ers will be in action, and an exciting afternoon’s 
steeplechasing is promised over the popular 
racecourse. 


WHAT’S ON IN BRIEF 


Age Concern’s 
coffee morning 
AGE Concerns’ 
Western Vale Good 
Neighbour Scheme is 
holding a coffee 
morning on Thursday, 
June 4 at the 
Llantonian Hall, 
Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major, from 
10am-2pm. 

Admission is £1.50 
and this includes tea, 
coffee and biscuits (plus 
top ups). There will be a 
variety of stalls, from 
home-made cakes, 
tombola, bric-a-brac, 
plants and a raffle. 

Proceeds raise from 
the coffee morning will 
go towards the Good 
Neighbour Scheme. 

It’s a good opportuni¬ 
ty to meet up with 
friends. 


Tondu 
exhibition 
THE Tondu and 
District Art Society 
holds its summer exhi¬ 
bition at the Len Evans 
Centre. Aberkenfig, on 
June 13-16, at 10am- 
6pm. Eree entry. 


Amber Fairs 

Antiques and 
collectables at 
The 

Heronston Hotel 
Ewenny Rd, Ewenny 
BRIDGEND 
CF35 SAW 

on 

Sunday, 24 May 
10am - 4pm 

Stalls/ 

£I Entrance 

V_y 


Medieval village hosts warriors 


COSMESTON 
Medieval Village 
near Penarth is the 
home of a recon¬ 
structed village of 
the 14th century, 
but on bank holiday 
Sunday/Monday 
(May 24-25), even 


more history comes 
alive at the village! 

Victorian soldiers of 
the Zulu war will rub 
shoulders with the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers from the 
fields of Waterloo; while 


warriors of ancient 
Greece can be seen with 
the demure and cultured 
ladies of the Regency 
period! 

There will also be 
Vikings and pirates. 


Ticket prices are: 
Adults £5, concessions 
£2, family (two adults, 
three children) £12. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 02920 
701678. 


, Broad Street /Boverton 
Garden Centre Garden Centri 


r Broad Street, Barry 
4Tel. 01446 720333 


Boverton, 

Tel. 01446 792105 


JUNE: 

Afternoon Cafe Concert 

Tues 2, 3pm (with free tea and cake) 

World Class Cellist 
Julian Lloyd Webber 

champagne and Strawberries concert 
in St Donats Castle Sun 7, 7pm 

Michael Chapman 

"Brilliant folk guitarist" The Independent 
Fri 12 June, 8pm 

Cream Tea Concert 

Midsummer afternoon concert with the 
Welsh Baroque Orchestra 
Sun 21,3pm (with free cream tea) 

inq Class 

^ Thurs 25, 10am - 4pm 

.August Bank Holiday 

^Shakespeare's Globe brings A 
Midsummer Night's Dream to St 
Donats Castle gardens 

ST’UONATS Mon 31 August, 6.30pm I 


Whitsun‘BanfiHoMay 

BEDDING PLANTS NOW IN STOCK 


LOVELY SELECTION OF: 

• Trees • Shrubs • Climbers 
• Rockery Plants • Herbaceous 
• Herbs • Runner Beans, 
Melons, Courgettes, Tomatoes, 
Cucumbers, Peppers, Bamboo Canes 
in stock - up to 8ft 

^ COMPOSTS 

Organic SOltr £3.25 each or 
3 for £9.00 collected 
401tr £1.75 

Multi-purpose SOltr £3.99 
401tr £2.99 201tr £1.50 

Growbags and Peat £1.25 
a bag collected 
Ericaceous 401tr £2.99 
John Innes £3.25 


^ BARK £38 cubic yard 

^ £3.99 SOltr bag or 

3 for £10 collected 


FRUIT TREES & BUSHES AVAILABLE 

Apples, Pears, Plums, Cherries, Kiwi, Grapes, 
Blackcurant, Cranberry, Strawberries, Raspberry 


AGGREGATES 

Sand, Grey Chippings, 
Dust, Scalpings, 
Cement 


1 


Near Llantwit Major, (Registered charity No 506146) 

Vale of Glamorgan www.stdonats.com 

Box Office 01446 799100 


DECORATIVE STONE 

Goldcoast, Cotswold, 
Beach Shingle, Eco Ivory, 
Eco Red, Slate 

Many more stones available - 
come and have a look 

ir STAR BUY ir 

MEMBRANE 

£9.99 30mtrs x Imtr 

(While stocks last) 


TOPSOIL ^ 

Available loose f 

SOIL CONDITIONER 

Available loose only 

Ferns, Acers, Cordylines, 
Grasses & Palms 


YOUIL BE AMAZED AT HOW GOOD OUR PRICES ARE! 

Ike look to buy a lot of our plant stock from local suppliers, 
this ensures that they come fresh from the nurseries and 
have not travelled for very long, earing you get a better healthier plant. 




jl^ROUP LEISURE AWARDS 


2008 


DRIVE-THROUGH SAFARI PLUS FABULOUS FUN 
PARK WITH THRILLING RIDES AND AMUSEMENTS 

INCLUDING THE AWESOME 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Rides extra charge. 
Fleight restrictions apply. 


ON THE A456 BETWEEN KIDDERMINSTER AND BEWDLEY 
OPEN DAILY FROM 10 am TEL: 01299 402114 


WWW.WMSP^<O^UK 

FAMILY SAVER TICKET 
(2 CHILDREN & 2 ADULTS) - £40 
SINGLE CHILD UP TO 15 YRS-£10.50 
SINGLE ADULT-£11.50 
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Llandow Race Circuit hosts British Heart Foundation cycle ride 


I by MIKE SMITH | 

THE British Heart Foundation is hoping 
a new record level of funding will be 
raised by the many young cyclists who 
rode around Llandow Race Circuit 
recently. 

Children aged from four to 14 tried their hardest 
around the track, pausing occasionally for refresh¬ 
ments provided by the BHF committee. 

Sharon Evans, who owns the circuit with her hus¬ 
band Tony, started the riders using a megaphone. 

To minimise the chances of an accident there was 
a staggered start with the smallest children starting 
first, several of them riding alongside a parent. 

The weather was glorious and while some fami¬ 
lies sat on the grass bank, others relaxed in their pic¬ 
nic chairs. 

Although some keen children have already started 
collecting, the closing date for sponsorship forms to 
be handed in is September 24. Only then will the 
BHF know how much the event has raised. 

Every group will be entitled to retain 30 per cent 
of their sponsorship for their own organisation's 
funds. 

Certificates will be awarded to all participants and 
those raising more than £50 by the deadline will 
each be presented with a personal prize according to 
the amount they have raised.The BHF shield will be 
awarded as a team prize for the team raising the most 
sponsorship. 





The pictures on this page were 
taken hy MIKE WILCOCK. 

They are available to order from 
wilcock60@aol.com or 
telephone 01446 774502. 



NEWS FROM PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS | 

Wild garlic, bluebells and a butterfly! 



ABOVE: Wild garlic on the slopes 
of South Gower. 


T he theme of 
the walk was 
wild garlic on 
south Gower and 
nature did not dis¬ 
appoint as nine 
walkers met leader 
Joy to start their 
walk under a hefty 
shower. 

Leaving Penmaen 
(meaning stone top) nes¬ 
tled under Cefn Bryn, 
the second highest point 
on Gower, they went by 
a quiet lane to reach 
their first woodland at 
Northhill and, following 
the slippery bridle path 
downhill through carpets 
of wild garlic and blue¬ 
bells, they reached the 
road at Parkmill. 

Here, during the 12th 
century, stood a water- 
powered com and saw 
mill that has since been 
renovated and with 
crafts forms the Gower 
Heritage Centre. 

Crossing the Pennard 
Pill River, they climbed 
narrow winding paths 
through woods where 
coats were hastily dis¬ 
carded as the skies 
brightened. 

A short steep climb 


led to the golf course 
above Pennard Burrows, 
and a series of fields led 
them down through 
Southgate to the cliff 
top, where they were 
greeted by a stiff cool 
breeze blowing in from 
the sea. 

Tramping over land 
owned by the National 
Tmst, the group headed 
past Deep Slade and 
utilised some handy 
gorse bushes near an 
ancient fort to shield 
them from the strong sea 
breeze while enjoying 
refreshments. 

Leaving the misty 
long sweep of Oxwich 
Bay long behind them, 
they passed two rock 
climbers at Pwlldu Head 
and continued along the 
undulating path, finally 
descending at Pwlldu 
Bay. 

Here, they entered the 
beautiful wooded lime¬ 
stone Bishopston Valley 
with its carpet of wild 
garlic, bluebells and in 
contrast, the five-forked 
petals of tall Red 
Campion. 

Walking beside the 
Bishopston Brook, they 
were fortunate to spy a 
male orange-tip butter¬ 


fly, whose white 
forewings have a fiery 
orange band that clearly 
can be seen in flight. 

This was the perfect 
place as its caterpillars 
enjoy the Cuckoo 
Flower or Lady’s 
Smock, both of which 
can be found in damp 
meadows. 

Renowned for its 
caves, potholes and 
underground chambers, 
further along the group 
passed Gut Hole Cave or 
the ‘guzzle- hole’ where 
the brook roars and gur¬ 
gles, almost drowning 
out the large variety of 
birdsong the wood 
encourages. 

Their final climb led 
to Kittle village, where 


the group stopped on the 
green for a well- 
deserved lunch in sun¬ 
shine, before tramping 
by field and road 
towards the direction of 
Swansea Airport. 

A bridleway led 
across a small ford and a 
lovely sunken path took 
them to the tiny village 
of Ilston, where they 
walked through the 
churchyard into the 
Ilston Cwm. 

Crossing several 
bridges over the brook, 
every single inch of the 
wood was smothered 
with wild garlic and its 
pungent smell filled the 
air as they stopped fur¬ 
ther on for a drink. 

Uphill paths led to 


fields and the hamlet of 
Lunon, before more gar¬ 
lic-filled woods led them 
eventually to Parc le 
Breos, established in the 
1220s by John de 
Braose, marcher lord of 
Gower. 

There was time to 
examine the burial 
chamber, or cromlech, 
situated in the narrow 
flat valley and cared for 
by CADW, before wide 
pathways through Park 
Woods, on part of the 
35-mile linear Gower 
Way walk, led to the 
back of Cefn Bryn and 
the short walk across 
open moorland back to 
the car park. 

On May 23, meet at 
9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for a 10.5-mile 
moderate walk along the 
Bath sky line and please 
bring £1 for the toll 
bridge crossing; contact 
Val/Terry on 029 2059 
5791/029 20 70 6315. 

On May 24, meet at 
9am at the Barry 
Waterfront for an eight- 
mile moderate walk at 
Ogmore, Castle upon 
Alun and Southemdown; 
contact Val W on 01446 
734925. 

On May 26, the mid¬ 



week walk will leave 
Penarth cliff top car park 
at 10am for a seven-mile 
easy walk to Sully Island 
- please note the change 
of leader; contact Joy on 
01446 737131. 

On May 28, the third 
summer evening walk 
will leave Cosmeston at 
7pm for a four-mile easy 
walk along the coast and 
Lavemock beach; con¬ 
tact Joy on 01446 
737131. 

Wear suitable cloth¬ 
ing, preferably boots and 
carry waterproofs, food 
and drinks. Some degree 
of fitness is required and 
if you are in any doubt, 
then please contact the 
walk leader for advice. 

For other groups ’ 
walk log onto www. ram¬ 
blers.org.uk Rucksack 
badges, programmes and 
membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam 
on 029 2021 9102. 


JOY 

STRANGWARD 
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Plug and play! 

LLANTWIT MAJOR-based charity, 
Major Music, is promoting another of its 
‘Plug and Play’ events at the Blacksmith’s 
Arms in Llanmaes on Sunday, May 24, 
from 6pm. 

Trustee and mentor with the Major Music project, 
Fraser Scott, explained that at many of the showcase 
events promoted by Major Music, members of the 
audience have often wanted to ‘have a go’ them¬ 
selves. 

“The event will give less experienced ‘perform¬ 
ers’ the opportunity of trying a favourite song....or 
two. For the more accomplished ‘entertainers’ the 
stage is yours,” he said. 

“The event is open to young and old alike - it’s 
about getting up and enjoying yourself in a relaxed 
and informal setting with friends and family.” 

Performers are asked to bring along their own 
instruments, but a full PA system will be available. 

A ‘music extravaganza’ will also take place at St 
Donats Arts Centre on Friday, July 17. 

For more information about Major Music, tele¬ 
phone 01446 792543 or 07966 281804 or leave a 
message on the website: www.majormusic.net 


rs^^tting^EquiptneiTlr 

- 


Longest Established - 35 Years! 
1974-2009 

Local fj;emier Service Dealer 

KARCHER 

Domestic/lndustrial 
Sales & Repairs 

Plus accessory range 
Visit our showroom or call 

02920 488053 

Unit 2, Timber Yard Indust Estate 
Eastmoor Road, Cardiff. CF24 5EE 

Equipment to meet individual requests 
Free demonstrations without obligation. 


Bowlers struggle for 
early season form 

IT was not a partic- The rink skipped by 
ularly successful Colin Garland and ably 

week for the 


bowlers from the 


Davidson, Terry Mayor 
and Randall Pratt were 


Murch, with both the most successful of 
ladies and men’s the Murch team, going 
sections playing down by just two shots. 


three games and 
winning one, while 
losing two. 


13-15. 

In the South Vale DBA 
A Team Club competi¬ 
tion, the Murch ‘A side 


84-53. 


The men recorded a lost by two shots (84-86) 
welcome win in the to visiting Millwood ‘A 
Munro Cup game at i 0 - 4 . 

Windsor Penarth by 62- phe Murch rink 
54, but failed to record skipped by Alan Savage 
any success in their two (up 19 shots) and 
Saturday games. Bernard Toozer (up one 

In the Welsh Club shot) were the Murch 
Championship game at winners, while the rinks 
Caerau Welfare, the hosts skipped by Randall Pratt 
registered a four-rink win and John Evans went 
down by 1 - and 12 shots 
respectively. 

The Murch ladies, 
meanwhile, gained a 
resounding 25-shot win 
at Fairwater in a 
Glamorgan League 
game. 

While skip Gloria 
Perry’s rink went down 
8-15, the rinks of skips 
Judy Fudge and Cynthia 
Tranter won by 23-6 and 
2-5 respectively. 

Penarth ladies beat 
Murch ladies 4-25 in an 
Evening League game, 
the rinks of skips Belinda 
Price and Gloria Perry 
losing by 14 and one shot 
respectively. 

In a ladies Double 
Rink game at Barry 
Central the hosts won 37- 
21, skips Pat Munter and 
Pat Ayres rinks losing 14- 
17 and 7-20 respectively. 
TERRY NOLAN 


SOCIETY 

AGM 

COWBRIDGE 
Record Society held 
its annual general 
meeting at the 
Lesser Hall on 
Wednesday, May 
13. 

Eollowing the meet¬ 
ing, members enjoyed a 
talk from Nicole Burnett 
about the value of 
household objects in 
teaching history to chil¬ 
dren. Refreshments were 
served, and those present 
were invited to view the 
recently-refurbished Cell 
Three of Cowbridge 
Museum. 

JR 
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C2,000 off a new Ford 
with this coupon. 


At 
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PW Millar Ltd. 

148 Port Road East, Barry 
South Gtamorgan CF62 9PZ 
Tel: 01446 733248 
Fax: 01446 700081 
www.pwmillar.com 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



THE VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 


BRO MORGANNWG 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) ORDER 1995 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT. 1990 


NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 8 OF: - 

APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION ACCOMPANIED BY AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 

DEVELOPMENT THAT MAY BE OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST 
DEVELOPMENT THAT MAY AFFECT A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY 
DEVELOPMENT NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

CONSULTATION ON TWO PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

NOTICE is given that the following applications have been made to The Vale of 
Glamorgan Council: 


Planning Application No. 2009/00500/FUL 
Applicant: The Secretary of State for Defence, 

Metrix UK Limited and Sodexo Limited. 

Location: Land at and adjoining MoD St Athan in the Vaie of Giamorgan, extending from the 
B4265 at Boverton in the west to Castieton Farm, St Athan, in the east, and from north of the 
runway and north of Castieton Road at St Athan in the south to iand at the northern end of 
the MoD St Athan site at Picketston and up to Fiemingston Road, St Athan, in the north; 
together with iand adjoining the B4265 near Giieston and iand at Waycock Cross, Barry. 

Proposal: Deveiopment of a Defence Technical College and associated faciiities and 
works, inciuding 483 Service Famiiies' Accommodation dweiiings, miiitary externai and fieid 
training areas, the aiteration and reconfiguration of St Athan goif course, a hotei, an energy 
centre, improved parking and servicing faciiities for the existing spar shop on Egiwys Brewis 
Road, the provision of a new access road and other associated highway works and improve¬ 
ments, inciuding a garage for Rose Cottage, and aii associated anciiiary buiiding, sports, 
community, ecoiogicai mitigation and enhancement, engineering, iandscaping, means of 
enciosure and other works. 


Planning Application No. 2009/00501/FUL 
Applicant: The Welsh Ministers 

Location: Land at and adjoining the Aerospace Business Park at St Athan in the Vaie of 
Giamorgan, extending from iand adjacent to the B4265 at Boverton in the west to iand adja¬ 
cent to Cowbridge Road, St Athan in the east, and from the B4265 at Batsiays in the south 
to iand north of Boverton Brook in the north; together with iand adjoining the B4265 near 
Giieston and iand at Waycock Cross, Barry. 

Proposal: Deveiopment at and adjoining the Aerospace Business Park, inciuding: the erec¬ 
tion of new and repiacement buiidings, airfieid operationai faciiities and structures; the provi¬ 
sion of access roads, hard standings and other infrastructure; security fencing; iandscape 
and ecoiogicai works; garage for Rose Cottage; aii associated buiiding and engineering 
works; and reiated highway improvements. 


The two proposais have been accompanied by an Environmental Statement covering both 
proposais which can be inspected at the address given beiow. Members of the pubiic may 
obtain copies of the Environmentai Statement at a charge of £150.00, from Entec UK Ltd, 
Pacific House, Imperiai Way, Reading RG2 OTD (Tei: 0118 3775 600) so iong as stocks iast. 

Piease be advised that Members of the pubiic may inspect copies of aii the submitted 
documentation in connection with each of the appiications, inciuding the Environmentai 
statement, at any of the foiiowing iocations: - 

•The On-Line Applications Register via the Council’s Website at 

www.vaieofaiarnorgan.aov.uk 

• At the Council’s Dock Offices without appointment, from Monday - Friday, 8.30 a.m. - 
5.00 p.m. (4.30 p.m. on Friday). Piease note that Pianning Officers are not aiways avaiiabie 
to discuss appiications, however a Duty Officer is avaiiabie to assist if required. 

• At the Offices (by arrangement) at one of the foiiowing Town/ Community Counciis: - 

St Athan Community Council: Caii The Cierk, John Hasweii, on 01446 750452 / 750050 

Llantwit Major Town Council, Town Haii, Church Street, Liantwit Major - 

Caii The Cierk, Mrs Stokes on 01446 793707 

Llanmaes and Llanfair - Caii The Cierk, Mrs Griffin on 07969 204773 

Piease aiso be advised that arrangements have been made for the submitted documentation 
and dispiay materiai to be avaiiabie for inspection between the hours of 9.30am and 7.00pm 
at the foiiowing dates/ iocations, with Cfficers of the Councii avaiiabie to assist with any queries 
and questions: - 

•Wednesday 3rd June 2009: The Gathering Piace, St Athan 

•Thursday 4th June 2009: Liantwit Major Town Haii, Church Street, Liantwit Major 


APPLICATION THAT MIGHT AFFECT THE SETTING OF A LISTED BUILDING 

NCTICE is given that the appiication(s) detaiied above might affect the setting of the foiiowing 
Listed Buiidings: - Batsiays Farmhouse (Grade II) ; Picketston House (Grade II); Church of 
St Brise (Grade II); Castieton Farmhouse (Grade II *); Bakehouse and Donkey Stable at 
Castieton Farmhouse (Grade II); The former barn at Castieton Farm (Grade II); Bethesda’r Fro 
Chapel (Grade II). 


Anyone who wishes to make representations about this appiication shouid write to the Head of 
Pianning and Transportation at The Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry Docks, 
Barry. CF63 4RT, within 21 days of the date of this Notice, quoting the reievant appiication 
reference number (or referring to both reference numbers if the comments reiate to both pro¬ 
posais). Piease note, however, that any comments received after the expiry of the 21 day con- 
suitation period wiii stiii be considered, provided they are received no iater than 12pm on the 
day before the appiication is determined at Committee. 

Dated: 21st May 2009 


Head of Pianning and Transportation 

Contact OneVale 01446 700111 


www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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BRYN HAFREN STUDENTS SAY AVERY FOND 
FAREWELL WITH ‘SUCCESS’ CERTIFICATES 


BRYN HAFREN Comprehensive School 
held a special ceremony on May 8 to 
acknowledge the hard work and success 
of the year-11 pupils who were awarded 
their certificates. 

Pupils celebrated by signing each other’s shirts, 
and had fruit drinks and biscuits. 

A number of the students plan to return for the 
sixth form, while others will be going to college and 
some will be taking up jobs. 

PHOTOGRAPHS by IAN DIXON 
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES’ - PUPILS AT 
BRYN HAFREN CELEBRATE END OF AN ERA 






NEWS FROM BARRY 

COMPREHENSIVE 

SCHOOL PUPILS 


New cycle 
shelter 
is now 
in use 

RIGHT: Robert, 
Scott and David on 
their bikes outside 
the new cycle 
shelter. 



FOLLOWING the production 
of a school travel plan involv¬ 
ing pupils, the school council, 
parents and governors, the 
comprehensive school was suc¬ 
cessful in securing £119,000 as 
part of the Safer Routes to 
Schools Initiative from the 
Welsh Assembly Government. 

A number of measures have been 
taken to ensure the safety of pupils in 
and around the school. Already in 
place is a new crossing in front of the 
school on Port Road, with flashing 
signs to remind motorists that they are 
approaching a school and that there is a 
40 mph speed limit. 

We hope to have this limit reduced 
further. 

A new cycle path has also been put 
in place from the Colcot Road round¬ 
about through to the end of the school 
drive. 


Most exciting of all is the construc¬ 
tion of a new cycle entrance and a 
lockable cycle shelter for more than 
100 bikes, with lockers for helmets and 
wet weather gear. 

Questionnaires and surveys carried 
out as part of the bid indicated that 
while 76 per cent of pupils owned 
bikes, only four per cent rode them to 
school because there was nowhere they 
could be left safely. 

Hopefully, more pupils will decide 
on the healthy option of riding to 
school, rather than relying on the bus 
or mum and dad to drive them. 

This will also help relieve the con¬ 
gestion around the school at the begin¬ 
ning and end of the day. 

More than 100 pupils have already 
signed up to bring their bikes and there 
is regularly a queue waiting for the 
shelter to be unlocked, even on wet 
mornings! 
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A double triumph 
for Barry Wanderers 


MONKSWOOD V 

BARRY WANDERERS 


BARRY WANDERERS v 
MOUNTAIN ASH 


On Saturday, May 9, the Wanderers faced 
Monkswood in their second league game 
of the 2009 season. 

After losing the toss and being put in to bat, 
Wanderers skipper Jamie Keir, along with Ed 
Sherriff, made a watchful start to the innings, putting 
on 38 for the first wicket off 11 overs. 

However, Keir was soon bowled for 18 by 
Bleazard, and Sherriff quickly followed, controver¬ 
sially out Ibw for 14. 

The Wanderers’ middle-order again faltered, and 
spin proved the undoing of the men from the Vale, 
with young spinner Watkins causing havoc and help¬ 
ing himself to 4-20 off his 10 overs. 

Blundell, George and Tucker were all put under 
pressure by the young man, and eventually suc¬ 
cumbed to his flight and guile, with Mark Ellis offer¬ 
ing the only resistance for 17. 

Wanderers were teetering on the edge, struggling 
on 78-6 after 30 overs. However, the lower-middle 
order and the tail rallied. James Hassett scored a 
bright and breezy 23 until over-confidence got the 
better of him and he was bowled. 

When last-man Beckett strode out to the crease 
with six overs remaining. Wanderers were still only 
on 116-9. However, both he and Pathak showed 
great application and fighting spirit to first of all 
guide Wanderers to 125 to claim another batting 
point, but then push them on to 147-9 off the full 
allocation of 45. 

Skipper Keir was confident his fiery Wanderers’ 
attack would get the most out of a quick Monkswood 
wicket. 

Hostile bowling from Beckett and controlled 
deliveries from Hassett, who bowled a nagging line 
outside off-stump, offered the openers little. He got 
his reward when he had Brock caught behind for 11. 

Beckett removed the other opener Roberts, when 
Hassett took a great catch. The Hassett-Keir combi¬ 
nation struck again when skipper Jones went without 
scoring, and Wanderers had their hosts struggling; 
Hassett proved good value by picking up 2 -13 off 7. 

Blundell helped himself to a caught and bowled, 
just rewards for an excellent spell where he only 
went for 13 off 8. 

After a rusty start, Evan Davies bowled some 
unplayable deliveries, his out-swingers causing the 
batsmen no end of trouble. They were gratefully 
snuffled up by George, Hassett and the ‘keeper Keir, 
who would go on to claim five catches in the 
innings. 

Despite resistance from Malson (27) and Trumper 
(16), Monkswood were all out for 114. 

Davies finished up with 5-20 off 8.4 overs and the 
Wanderers 1st XI claimed their first victory on the 
bounce since 2007. 

The Barry Wanderers Sofa Sofa man-of-the- 
match was Evan Davies. 


ON Saturday, May 16, Barry Wanderers 
played their third league fixture of the 
season, entertaining Mountain Ash at 
Hayes Point. 

Despite the surrounding area suffering torrential 
downpours,the wicket was surprisingly hard and dry. 

It offered a bit of life to the opening attack of 
Hassett and Beckett. Despite this, some slightly 
uncharacteristic waywardness from the pacemen 
allowed Mountain Ash to score at an initial good 
rate. 

However, as the runs flowed, wickets started to 
fall, with Beckett making the initial breakthrough in 
his third over. This proved the problem for the visi¬ 
tors; they just were not able to build partnerships, 
particularly once the change-bowlers came on with 
the score at 36-2 off 11. 

Evan Davies picked up from where he had left off 
the previous week, claiming 2-19 off seven overs 
before injury forced him off. 

The star performer with the ball for the Wanderers 
was Neil Blundell, who put the breaks on Mountain 
Ash’s innings by bowling straight through his 10 
overs and claiming 4-29. 

Once Blundell had finished his spell and Hughes 
had claimed his first Wanderers wicket. Mountain 
Ash found themselves 114-9 off 34 overs. Beckett 
and Hassett then returned, thundering in, desperate 
to claim the final wicket and claim maximum bowl¬ 
ing points. 

They threw all they had at the No 10 and 11, but 
Davies (13*) and skipper Williams (35*) held out 
and guided their side beautifully to 153-9 off 45 
overs, a useful score on a tricky pitch. 

All pressure was on Ed Sherriff and the returning 
Gareth Lanagan, as they went out to chase down this 
potentially testing target. However, they made light 
work of the difficult conditions (the heavens opened 
briefly at the start of the innings before the sun broke 
through for the remainder of the afternoon), and they 
smashed their way to an opening stand of 147. 

Both men played some sumptuous strokes and the 
Mountain Ash bowlers had no answer as firstly 
Lanagan then Sherriff, both helped themselves to 
50s. Lanagan was disappointed that he was unable to 
see it through to the end when he departed for 60, 
bowled by Williams. 

However, Sherriff and Hughes got Wanderers to 
their target with nine wickets remaining in the 24th 
over, ensuring their team maintained their highly 
impressive start to the season, claiming their third 
win in as many games. 

Wanderers next travel to Lisvane this Saturday, 
bidding to maintain their 100 per cent winning start 
to the season. 

The Sofa Sofa Barry Wanderers man-of-the- 
match was Ed Sherriff for his cultured 75 not out. 


BARRY ‘MINIS’ COMPETE IN 
ABERGAVENNY TOURNAMENT 



ABOVE: The minis pose for their team photo. 


OVER the Bank 
Holiday weekend, 
Barry RFC under- 
7s and under-8s 
attended the 

Abergavenny rugby 
tournament at the 
Usk Showground. 

The coaches mixed the 
under-7s and under-8s to 
put out two teams. 
Everyone who came had 
an excellent time and 
some even got to meet 
Ryan Jones and Ian 
Gough on the Saturday. 


Team coaches Jeff and 
Grantley, and team man¬ 
ager Nikki, would like to 
say how proud they were 
of all the players for their 
fantastic effort during 
their matches. 

Some were playing 
their first-ever match. 

Every player gave 100 
per cent and we wit¬ 
nessed some fantastic 
tries throughout the day. 

The group has grown 
beyond recognition this 
season with more than 40 
registered players and the 
club is also proud to have 


introduced a rugby 
creche for the under-6s. 

As the season draws to 
a close, we are all look¬ 
ing forward to presenta¬ 
tion day on May 16, 
where Ben Blair from the 
Cardiff Blues will be pre¬ 
senting the children with 
their medals and tro¬ 
phies. 

Anyone interested in 
playing tag rugby is wel¬ 
come to come along on a 
Sunday morning at the 
Reservoir Eields, Barry 
under-7s, 10am-11 am; 
under-8s, llam-12 noon. 


Ask for team manager 
Nikki. 

Barry squad: Brody, 
Charlotte, Sam, Louis H, 
Mason, Daley, Lewis, 
Michael, Morgan, Max, 
Louis O, Dylan, Rhys, 
Joseph, Joel, Dafydd, 
Harry, lestyn, Dylan W, 
Jack, Isaac, leuan, 
Tristan, Jake, Cian, Rhys, 
Morgan E, Cian D, 
Joshua, Sion, Adam, 
Louis D, Daniel J, Daniel 
P, Declan, Connor, 
Jay,Kyle, Megan, 

Brandon, Joseph, Cian C. 

NT 


NEWS FROM RHOOSE LIFEGUARDS 

Victory for Rhoose team 
in the annual ski race 


Welsh Team 
news 

RHOOSE 
Lifeguards would 
like to congratulate 
James Grandfield 
and Lana Evans on 
being selected for 
the Welsh team 
competing in the 
Commonwealth 
Championships, 
due to be held in 
Edmonton, Canada 
in May. 

Ski Race 
news 

ON Sunday, May 
10, Rhoose 

Lifeguards held 
their annual ski 
race, which was also 
round one of the 
Great British Ocean 
Ski Series. 

Over 60 paddlers from 
all over the United 
Kingdom entered the 
event. The race consisted 
of various distance ocean 
courses. Rhoose 

Lifeguards were overall 
team winners and the 
Rhoose Lifeguard mem¬ 
ber results are as follows: 

Under-16 boys - 2nd, 
Charlie Grandfield, 3rd, 
Alex Varney, 4th, Luke 
Giddings, 5th, Chad 
Bremner, 6th, Rhys 
Perry, 9th, Tom Parker, 
10th, Sean Giddings. 

Under-16 girls - 3rd, 
Storm Morham, 4th, 
Anthea Young, 5th, 
Danielle Edgerton, 7th, 
Teg Young, 8th, Hannah 
James, 9th, Abbie 
Phipps, 10th, Dominique 



Declaire, 11th, Skye 
Morham. 

Under-19 boys - 1st, 
Simon Perry, 5th, Perry 
Sugden. 

Under-19 girls - 1st, 
Eloise Neighbour; Senior 
men - 7 th, James 

Grandfield; Senior 
women - 2nd, Kathryn 
Worth; Men’s Masters - 
8th, Simon Parker; 
Women’s Masters - 1st, 
Karen O’Donaghue 
Harris; Double Skis - 
4th, Chris Braggins/Paul 
Gardner, 5 th, Dave 
Cooper/Steve Edgerton. 

Overall aggregate 


team points - Rhoose 56; 
Woolacombe 32; 

Saunton Sands 21; 
Portreath 17; Shoreham 
6; Penybont 6; 
Teignmouth 5; Dawlish 
Warren 5; Llantwit Major 
5; Exeter 4; Jackson’s 
Bay 3; Branksome 3. 

Rhoose Lifeguards 
would like to thank all 
those that took part in the 
competition, club mem¬ 
bers for helping out, 
SLSA Wales for provid¬ 
ing IRB cover and to the 
many friends and sup¬ 
porters that donated raf¬ 
fle prizes. 


Einally, the club would 
like to wish club member 
Nancy Roberts-Smith a 
speedy recovery follow¬ 
ing an accident at 
Eontygary Bay during 
the competition. 

This is a very unfortu¬ 
nate, but timely, 
reminder to all of us of 
the real dangers from 
rock falls at Eontygary 
and other places along 
our coast. 

Get well soon Nancy 
and we look forward to 
seeing you back in train¬ 
ing. 

SE 


Romilly A bowlers scrape 
home by a single point! 


BARRY Romilly 
Bowls Club ‘A’ side 
travelled to 
Cadoxton Bowling 
Club on Saturday 
to compete in the 
SVLA trophy. 

Although the green 
looked good, it turned 
out to be heavy and a 
close match transpired. 

Alf Woodcock’s rink 
of A. Bumford, G 
Worrall and K Westgate 
had a splendid match 
and led from start to fin¬ 


ish scoring two fives on 
the way to a 24-13 win. 

Bryn Gough’s rink of 
A Jones, J Jones and M 
Gershenson also had a 
fine result and led from 
start to finish which 
included a five on the 
way to a 20-15 win. 

Bob Wyatt’s rink of D 
Knight, J Coles and C 
Davies played against 
Cadoxton skip Alan 
Carpenter’s three-man 
team and needed to fight 
hard to win the rink 16- 
15, thank s to Romilly’s 


new member Jeff Coles 
whose final wood draw 
on the last end proved to 
be the winning shot. 

Vince McEarland’s 
rink of P Hoad, G 
Eastment and B Cheal 
were overwhelmed from 
the start of this game 
and suffered a heavy 
defeat 11-27. 

However, the ‘A’ side 
captain Brian Cheal was 
more than grateful to 
win the aggregate 71-70. 

RH 


Students enjoy successful 
examination in Tae Kwon Do 


OVER the weekend 
of April 17, nine 
members of the 
Cadoxton Schools 
of Tae Kwon Do 
successfully com¬ 
pleted a gruelling 
six-hour examina¬ 
tion to achieve the 
coveted 1st degree 
black belt. 


The examination 
board consisted of 
Master Ronald Thomas 
(Wales), Master J 
Teeuwissen (Holland), 
master Jenny Treasure 
(Belgium), and Master 
Alyson Williams 
(England). There was a 
total of 12 students sit¬ 
ting the examination. 

The examination start¬ 
ed at 10am on Saturday 


morning, and first up 
were the students sitting 
their 1st degree, fol¬ 
lowed by two students 
testing for their 2nd and 
3rd degrees. 

The examination con¬ 
sisted of all the elements 
of Tae Kwon Do. 

The examination 
board were happy with 
the standard achieved by 
all, and gave a special 


mention to Chelsea 
Rees, who achieved her 
3rd degree. 

A celebration buffet 
and disco was held at the 
Barry football club, 
where certificates and 
new black belts were 
presented to all the suc¬ 
cessful students. 

RON THOMAS 



ABOVE: 

Students at Cadoxton Schools of Tae Kwon Do successfully 
passed their examinations held on April 17. 
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Deleted your deleted items? 
Kevin is on hand to assist! 


THERE is nothing like a chal¬ 
lenge, and Kevin was asked to 
talk about three topics. 

The challenge was that although he 
could happily deliver a complete talk 
about each one, he needed to condense 
them down to a single evening. To the sat¬ 
isfaction of the Penarth Computer Club 
members, he managed to compromise and 
to cover his brief by the simple expedient 
of doubling the length of his ‘chat’, and 
throwing in an extra bit about using a vir¬ 
tual PC. 

His ability to present his topics with 
clarity, and to just the right depth of infor¬ 
mation, means that he maintains interest 
the whole time. 

Part 1 of this report notes the virtual PC 
and deals with un-deleting files; Part 2 
(next week) will report on System Restore 
and Finding Files. 

Kevin asked about operating systems: 
who used Windows XP and who used 
Windows Vista? Oddly enough, a show of 
hands revealed that those using the same 
system were sitting on the same side of the 
room (with a small preference for XP). 

No problem for Kevin, who promptly 
demonstrated how to run Vista and open a 
virtual computer running XP within it. It 
puts quite a load onto the computer’s 
processor, but enabled the variations 
between the two systems to be shown 
where appropriate. (There is a useful arti¬ 
cle on creating your own virtual PCs at 
http ://www. rawcomputing. co. uk/virtu- 
alpc.html). 

Members were then told how to 
undelete files. To set the scene, Kevin 
explained a little of what goes on when 
files are deleted. 

In the first instance, they are sent to the 
Recycling Bin. At this stage, they have not 
been deleted at all, but simply noted for 
deletion when the Recycling Bin is emp¬ 
tied and they can be easily restored. 


Windows simply makes the filename read¬ 
able again in the folder where the file is 
stored. (If you are confident that you will 
not need to restore the file you can by-pass 
the recycling bin by depressing the Shift 
key as you delete the file. It is equivalent 
to deleting it from the Recycling Bin). 

When the files are deleted from the bin, 
the file itself is still not actually deleted. 
What happens is that the index (File 
Allocation Table) on the disk is altered, 
and the space where the file is stored is 
made available to be written on. (Rather 
like removing the label from a video tape. 
The tape is now available to record anoth¬ 
er programme, but the original recording is 
still there until something overwrites it.) 

Just as you could watch the video until 
it has been overwritten, so it is possible to 
recover the file until it has been overwrit¬ 
ten. Some software will be needed to find 
it and read it. The longer the space is left 
available to be written on, the more likely 
it is to happen and once it happens, the 
original file cannot be retrieved. 

At this point it is worth noting that if 
you delete everything from your hard 
drive when you dispose of a computer, 
there may be files that could nevertheless 
still be recovered. To avoid personal infor¬ 
mation being recovered and misused, you 
would be safer to use a programme that 
will deliberately overwrite the disc with 
garbage - perhaps more than once to be 
sure. 

You could keep the disk and use it as 
extra storage capacity, or remove it and 
attack it with a sledgehammer to make it 
physically impossible to read. A bit 
extreme perhaps, but possibly therapeutic! 

To recover accidentally deleted files, 
stop working on the computer immediately 
and run your recovery programme as soon 
as possible. The operating system is con¬ 
stantly reading and writing to the disk so 
the sooner the better. 


To be able to run the recovery pro¬ 
gramme straight away, it makes sense to 
have it on the computer already, otherwise 
loading the programme could overwrite 
the very file you are trying to recover! 

Kevin suggests a free programme, 
Recuva, from www.recuva.com. You don’t 
want to be learning when you have an 
emergency on your hands, so he suggests 
loading it and exploring it to familiarise 
yourself with the way it operates. 

In demonstration, the downloading and 
installing took just a couple of minutes 
and some files were deleted and recovered 
on the spot. 

The programme looks for all deleted 
programmes in the areas designated and 
lists and categorises them as recoverable 
or not. Note that the first character of the 
filename has been deleted and replaced by 
an underscore, (“abcd.xyz would become 
“_bcd.xyz”.) It is up to you to change it 
back after the file has been recovered. 

The recovered file needs to be written 
to another drive (internal, external or 
USB). This is because you would not want 
a recovered file to overwrite the area that 
contains the next file you want to recover! 
Once you have recovered them, the files 
can be moved around as you please, of 
course. 

There is a greater chance of recovering 
small files as they are less likely to be 
overwritten. You cannot normally recover 
files from a folder if the folder has been 
removed. 

Penarth Computer Club next meets on 
Tuesday, May 26 at 7.30pm in All Saints 
Lesser Hall, Victoria Square, Penarth. 

Peter will be using plain English to talk 
about the cutting edge of mobile phone 
technology and what’s on the way. Visitors 
and new members are welcome. 

For more information, ring Howard on 
029 2070 8439. 

HD 


Do you have a bear 
that would dare? 


STCADOC’S church (Old 
village), Cadoxton, is once 
again holding a sponsored 
Teddy Bear parachute jump 
on Sunday, May 24, at 2pm. 

Each participating bear will under¬ 
go a medical in the state of the art 
first aid tent prior to their jump to 
ensure they are fit to fly, and on safe 
landing will be awarded a well 
deserved certificate of bravery. All 
parachutes are provided. 

There will be a prize for the best 
dressed child’s and adult’s bear. 

The event will also include a prize 
draw raffle, and barbecue. 

Sponsor forms are now available 


from St Cadoc’s (Old Village) church, 
Cadoxton, or telephone 749689. 

The parishioners of St Cadoc’s and 
St Mary’s churches take part in the 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas child shoebox appeal, and 
last year were able to send 500 gift 
filled shoeboxes to needy children in 
Eastern Europe. 

As we need to cover transportation 
charges for this year’s appeal, we 
hope to raise as much money as possi¬ 
ble, to enable us to reach even more 
children this Christmas. 

All proceeds from this event are in 
aid of the Operation Christmas child 
shoebox appeal. 


It’s a double gold for the 
pupils of St Richard Gwyn! 


JAMIE SEXTON, 
year-11 pupil at St 
Richard Gwyn 

Catholic High 
School, put last 
year’s disappointing 
season behind him 
by claiming gold in 
the Cardiff and Vale 
Schools track and 
field championships 
for pupils in years 
10 and 11. 

Jamie captured gold 
ahead of rivals Jamaul 
Wyte of St Teilo’s and 
Steffan Jones of Bro 
Morgannwg. After his 
success, Jamie competed 
in the regional champi¬ 
onships on May 9 where 
he took another gold. 

These achievements 
are a most promising 


start to his outdoor sea¬ 
son, after being recently 
crowned Welsh indoor 60 
metre champion. Jamie’s 
goal now is the UK 
School Games in 
September. 

In the meantime, he 
must focus on his 
GCSEs, closely followed 
by the Welsh under-17 
and under-20 champi¬ 
onships. 

More success, but this 
time on the ski slopes, 
went to St Richard Gwyn 
year-11 pupil Ciaran 
O’Beime, who achieved 
a consecutive gold in the 
unregistered Junior 1 
(under-18) category in 
the Central South Wales 
Schools Championships. 

Ciaran also added a 
silver medal to his gold 
in the overall unregis¬ 
tered secondary boys 


skiers in this regional 
competition. 

Ciaran is also current¬ 
ly sitting his GCSEs at St 
Richard Gwyn and did a 
fantastic job achieving 
these results in the cham¬ 
pionships while studying 



ABOVE: 
Ciaran O’Beirne 



Unlock your dream of 
a brand new home! 


buying 


Offers for Flrs4 t une Suyers. 

With our shared equity scheme* 

Stunning new Kencot show home now open! 

Home of the week 

The K«*nrot Plot too, 3 bedroom mid home with park«n?j 

WAS £ 169,995 

NOW £ 159,995 SAVE £10,000! 

Other 2,3 & 6 bedroom homes from £115,995 to £215,000 


coco cji&Tn.i 

TV -Ti 


^ )Q, Coed Cosled, Ekl^ertd. CF31 2DJ 

jT : S»i«»«S(C€ 4 stwietiome opeo rnusrgdsrto Ma«dsv l law - 

Call 01656 750844 or v!£.it www.barratlhomes.co.uk or ’Barratt655‘ to 84840 


BARHATT 
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BRIDGEND ATHT.ETTC RUGBY ROUND-UP 


One-way final as Ath run riot 


THE culmination of an eventful Ospreys 
campaign saw Bridgend Athletic under- 
13s meet Mumbles in this year’s final of 
the Ospreys Shield. 

The weather more than matched the occasion with 
a glorious summer day to witness a brilliant display 
of running rugby by the Ath. 

The opening 10 minutes were a tense affair, with 
both sides not wanting to make any mistakes and 
some very physical encounters taking place in the 
forward exchanges. Mumbles looked dangerous 
with ball in hand and made several clear breaks, only 
for a determined Ath defence to prevent them from 
scoring. 

Slowly but surely, the Ath forwards started to gain 
supremacy up front and this led to some quality ball 
being gained for the backs. The Ath backs were in 
fine form and the speed with which they put the ball 
through the hands really was a pleasure to watch. 

The first try of the day for the Ath was scored by 
winger Lewis Dunlop, who finished off a fine move 
with blistering pace in the corner. This was convert¬ 
ed by skipper Josh Carey. 

Tries followed for Morgan Coates and Josh 
Evans, both fine individual efforts, one of which was 
converted by Carey. 

Mumbles, to their credit, fought hard and 
responded with a good try which was duly convert¬ 
ed. The Ath, however, knew that if they could con¬ 
tinue in their attacking style of play, then they could 
score a decisive try before half time. This they 
achieved through both Lewis Dunlop and Josh 
Evans crossing with Billy Borge converting one. 

The second half saw the Ath come out full of con¬ 
fidence and in no time they were back in try-scoring 


mode and scrum half Ryan Hemburrow, who was 
having a brilliant game, was first to pounce on a 
loose ball near the try line after some fine pressure 
on the outside half by Josh Evans. 

The patterns of play the Ath were starting to dis¬ 
play were nothing short of breathtaking and, despite 
Mumbles never giving up, they simply had no 
answer to what was now a rampant Ath performance. 

A further try was scored by Morgan Coates, who 
was extremely powerful in attack and devastating 
with his trademark hits in defence. Skipper Josh 
Carey was colossal in both attack and defence, and 
he really led the charge from the midfield. 

Up front, Ben Cording worked tirelessly through¬ 
out the game and flanker Sam Donagh was out¬ 
standing in all areas. Josh Evans was next over the 
try line with two brilliant individual efforts to take 
his tally to four for the game, both converted by Josh 
Carey. 

Despite the second half being only 15 minutes 
old, the final try by Morgan Coates, his hat trick, saw 
the end of the game due to the Ath being clear by 
more than 50 points. 

This was a truly remarkable performance and 
despite several harsh lessons for the Ath youngsters 
this season they have bounced back and saved their 
best performance for the end to win the Ospreys 
Shield in true style. 

Final score: Bridgend Athletic 60, Mumbles 7. 

The boys have one final game this season, a cur¬ 
tain raiser to the Silver Ball against Aberavon Quins 
at Llanaharan REC at the end of May, before a well- 
deserved rest. 

IG 


PENCOED RUGBY UNDER-8S TRIPLE 
TRIUMPH ENDS SEASON ON HIGH 


11 was a mriiimg iinaie lo a soiia season 
with the Pencoed under-8s Tag rugby 
team. 

They won their own tournament, winning every 
game, and also won the recent Pontyclun tourna¬ 
ment, again winning every game. 

This year’s Bridgend and District tournament, 
which was held at Nantymoel, featured six teams; 
Pencoed, Garw, Porthcawl, Tondu, Kenfig Hill, and 
Bridgend Sports 

Pencoed had a slow start with a draw against 
Porthcawl. The final score was Pencoed 2, 
Porthcawl 2. 

Next they had convincing wins against Tondu 
(Pencoed 5, Tondu 3), and Bridgend Sports (Pencoed 
5,Bridgend Sports 0). 

The Garw, however, held Pencoed to a 2-2 draw. 

The tournament all came down to the thrilling 

Agony for the 
Bulls in Scott 

THE first round of the Welsh Conference 
Premier 2009 was played as part of the 
Scott McRorie nines tournament. 

The annual rugby league season opener kicked off 
at St Albans RPC in Cardiff with some emphatic 
wins in appalling conditions. 

BRIDGEND BLUE BULLS 22“ 

NEWPORT TITANS 4 


THE torrential rain fell as the Bridgend 
Blue Bulls overcame the Newport Titans 
22-4 in a game that was mistake-ridden, 
primarily due to the slippery conditions. 

The first mistake came from the kick off and the 
Titans capitalised as James Powell dived in, giving 
his side the 4-0 lead. 

The Blue Bulls immediately responded with two 
quick tries of their own from Matthew Hutchins and 
Carl Davies. 

Both were converted by Jamie Murphy, giving the 
Bulls a 12-4 lead. 

Just before the break, they added another from 
Dan Smith and, with another conversion from 
Murphy took the half time score to 18-4. 

As the rain got heavier, the mistakes from both 
sides mounted, with knock-ons a plenty. 

Midway through the half, Carl Davies added his 
second try of the game which remained unconverted 
and proved to be the final score of the game. 

The Blue Bulls won 22-4. 

CARDIFF DEMONS ^4~ 

PORT TALBOT STEELERS 0 

THE second game of the tournament was a 
low-scoring game - again due to a greasy 
ball in terrible conditions and Cardiff 
Demons continued their winning ways 


imai maicn, me lasi rag rugny maicn lor me season 
before the Pencoed team move up to under-9s. 

It was fitting that this 10-a-side Tag match was 
probably the best display of fast flowing rugby that 
the team has ever achieved, with every member of 
the team passing and playing well, for a final score 
Pencoed 6, Kenfig Hill 1 

Congratulations go to all the team members 
involved: Michael Bosley, Rhys and Thomas 
Bending, Jonathon Carr, Sam Costelow, Tyron 
Harding, Ben Humphreys, Owain John, Oliver 
Lewis, and Bradley Thorne. Other squad members 
were Rhys Spurgeon, Joseph Wareham. 

A special thank you also goes to the coaching 
staff, and to everyone else involved at Pencoed RPC 
mini rugby, not forgetting a special thank you to all 
the parents, who of course come rain or shine turn up 
week after week! 

Bridgend Blue 
McRorie final 

against the Steelers, winning by 14-0. 

The first half seemed to see the ball on the ground 
more than in hand but an inspired run by hooker Tom 
Jones saw the Demons take a 4-0 lead at the break. 

The second half left off where the first began but 
it was again the Demons who took the initiative with 
a deft kick over the top pounced on by Jamie 
Chapman under the posts to extend the lead. 

Doug Hann added the extras giving the Demons a 
10-point lead. 

On the final play of the game, the Demons had 
success using the same ploy, with Shane Goddard 
kicking on and diving on the ball to give the Demons 
the 14-0 win. 

AFTER the preliminary round, the remainder 
of the tournament was contested by six teams 
after the Blackwood Bulldogs withdrew and 
the Valley Cougars won the final in a thriller 
clinching the trophy with the last kick of the 
game. 

Cardiff Demons who had won the tournament on 
the last two occasions were eliminated in the early 
stages with losses at the hands of the Valley Cougars, 
Torfaen Tigers, Bridgend Blue Bulls and Newport 
Titans. 

After the round robin stage, Newport Titans took 
on the Torfaen Tigers for the third and fourth place 
shield. 

After an initial surge by the Tigers the Titans took 
a stranglehold on the game which they never 
released running out 18-4 winners. 

In an exciting final where the lead changed hands 
no less than four times it took the final kick of the 
game from Valley Cougars Paul Emanuelli to take 
the trophy back to Nelson, beating the Bridgend 
Blue Bulls 22-20. 

MARK HARRIS 


As Mr Sinatra put it - 
‘It was a very good year’ 


BRIDGEND ATHLETIC RFC - SEASON 2008-2009 


OVERALL for 
Bridgend Athletic 
RFC, season 2008- 
2009 was the most 
successful in the 
club’s history. 

The First XV finished 
as Swalec League 
Division Two West 
champions and will com¬ 
pete in the same Division 
One West league as 
Bridgend next season. 
They also reached the 
fifth round of the Swalec 
Cup - putting up a cred¬ 
itable performance 
before Swansea ended 
their run. 

The Second XV won 
both the Mid Glamorgan 
District Cup and the 
District Division One 
League. 

The Youth Team were 
the most successful in the 
history of the club. They 
appeared in two finals at 
the Millennium Stadium, 
winning both the Welsh 
League play-off final and 


the Webb Ellis Welsh 
Youth Cup. They also 
won the District Cup and 
were Ospreys Division 
‘A Champions. 

For the first season 
ever, the club also ran a 
Youth ‘B’ side - mainly 
the previous season’s 
under-16 side. They fin¬ 
ished a very creditable 
second in Division G of 
the Osprey’s League, 
only losing one league 
fixture, and many players 
will move up to the ‘A’ 
side next season. 

The highly successful 
and well-organised mini 
and junior sections also 
served the club proudly. 
The under-16, under-15 
and under-14 teams won 
the Ospreys Cups for 
their age groups. 

The under-12 side 
shared the cup after 
drawing in the final, 
while the under-13s won 
the Ospreys Plate Cup 
Final. 

The mini section was 


also very successful, with 
all age groups winning at 
least one tournament in 
which they competed. 

Naturally the success 
of the youth set up, who 
have won the Welsh 
Youth Cup in two of the 
previous three seasons 
attracts Premiership and 
other clubs to look at our 
players. 

Outside half Matthew 
Morgan and lock Lloyd 
Peers both played at 
under-18 level for Wales. 
The club has three for¬ 
mer players at the 
Ospreys. 

Our most successful 
former player, full back 
Lee Byrne, is destined to 
become the first British 
Lion produced by the 
club. We wish him all the 
best in South Africa. 

Scrum half Rhys 
Webb and hooker Scott 
Baldwin also have 
Ospreys contracts. Webb 
was a member of the 
Wales seven-a-side 


squad that won the World 
seven-a-side tournament 
earlier this season. 

There were 10 former 
Athletic players in the 
Premiership playing at 
Bridgend, Aberavon, 
Glamorgan Wanderers 
and Pontypool in the sea¬ 
son just finished. 

While the Athletic 
Club encourages its tal¬ 
ented players to fulfil 
their potential, it does 
feel that most players 
will benefit by playing a 
good standard of rugby 
with the Athletic at 
Division One level, and 
gaining experience of 
senior rugby in an envi¬ 
ronment they are com¬ 
fortable with, before 
moving on. 

The alternative is 
often a wasted season as 
a bit part player warming 
Premiership benches. 

The club is holding its 
Player of the Year night 
at the Heronston Hotel 
on Friday, June 16. AB 


Under-12s prepare to take on 
European rugby challenge 


FOLLOWING a very successful season 
for Bridgend Athletic under-12s, they 
complete a great year next weekend by 
jetting off to Northern Italy for a six-day 
rugby development tour. 

Sixty six players, parents and other family mem¬ 
bers will be making the trip where the Ath boys will 
face European opposition for the first time from 
teams representing Benetton Treviso and Mirano. 


Team manager Angela Bennett said: “It will be 
fantastic for the boys to experience a different cul¬ 
ture and to play against teams from that region 
which can only be a positive thing for our boys.” 

The team would especially like to thank S Wood 
Products, Bridgend, and Newton Mowers, Pyle, for 
sponsorship of the tour playing kit. 

Many others have helped make the trip possible, 
especially the parents who have worked hard to raise 
funds over the past six months. 



ABOVE: The under-12s are pictured outside S Wood Products of Bridgend, 
who are helping sponsor their playing kit. 


BRIDGEND TAPAS BAR SUPPORTS 
ATHLETIC YOUNGSTERS’ SQUAD 
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ARE YOU READY FOR 

% DIGITAL? 



FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE SKY DIGITAL 

Domestic & Commercial 
Discount for OAP’s 
All work guaranteed for 




FREE INSTALLATION 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

24 Hour 7 Day Service 
Motorised & Fixed Systems 

• Italian • French • Turkish 

• Arabic • Spanish • Polish 



Digital Aerials supplied and 
fitted repaired and adjusted 
Digital switchover specialists 
RDI approved installers 
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• Limited Offer; New Sky Plus Digital Systems Free + 

Free standard installation • Sky High Definition from £29 

Telephone Paul Williams 0800 731 4583 ^ 

www.onevisionltd.com 


solar create the mood. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

15% OFF 

NEW SPRING RANGES 




“S 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Palmerston Road, BARRY 

^01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

(‘Interest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 36 years expenence) 

REGISTERED DIGITAL INSTALLER. 

We install all types of digital equipment: 
Sky+ & Sky+HD, FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, 
PYRs, Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+ £29 Free Fitting • Sky+HD £49 Free Fitting 


Tel: 0800 980 4I8I • 07966 283002 


VALE DIGITAL 

AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 
DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALIST 

Freeview & Freesat specialist 
Sky & Freesat HD systems installed 
LCD & Plasma wall brackets supplied & fitted 

Tel: Tim en 01446 JOS 189* 
OJJJ no 0399 anytime 

Competitive prices • Free Estimates • 7 Day Service 

COVERING ALL AREAS 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


; VALE BLINDS 1 

(Wales) Ltd 

Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 
Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
Awnings & Shutters 
^Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443^ 


AERIAL SATELLITE 

SUPER SERVICE 

21 years in your area. 

Prompt and reliable service at 
unbeatable prices. 
Aerials or 

FREE SKY DIGITAL 

installed, repaired or adjusted 
with discounts for OAPs 
or unemployed. 
Contact us now for advice 
or any service - 
7 days a week 

Tel: Colin Williams on 
Freephone 0800 317536 
or mobile: (07973) 135187 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbr idge-today.co. u k 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk^ 
porthcawl-today.co. u k 
br idgend-today.co. u k 

Olamorgstn 
OEIM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


Spring Blinds 


E r^ORE BUII_DIIMG 
nCZES OIM TI-iE FOL- 
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Architectural 
Plans Drawn 

• Extensions 

• Loft Conversions 

• Garages etc. 

Competitive rates, 
help & advice given. 
Free onsite survey. 

Tel: Dave on 

07759 384884 

planspeople @ aol.com 



Walls, Floors & Bathrooms 
Professional, reliable 
service for all aspects 
of Tiling 

01656 743521 
07886 688382 


www.apollotiling.co.uk 


FREE measuring & fitting 

FAST local service 

FIRST choice for blinds since 1971 

Verticals, Rollers, Venetians, Romans, Pleateds, 

Conservatory blinds & Awnings 

CALL NOW! 

0800 916 6563 

8.30am-9pm weekdays, 9am-5pm weekends 

www.hillarys.co.uk 



'Hillar 


ARI BUILDERS 


Established 25 Years 
★ Complete Building ’Works 

★ Structural Repairs ★ Loft Conversions 

★ Extensions ★ Property Refurbishment 

ESTIMATES SUPPLIED 

Tel. 01446 406719/07812 366916 


GUY FORD 

Qmli^ Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


CROCKFORD 
& MORGAN 


BRICKLAYING 

Quality Standard 
Brickwork 


R. JONES 

Building Maintenance 


All types of Building Work 
Fencing, Decking, Painting 
Plastering, Roofing, 
uPVC Facias, Gutters, 
Windows & Doors, 

Tiling & Bathrooms 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Tel. 01446 402830 


07939 627869 


S and R 
Construction 

Please call 
0I446 400973/ 
07948 5231I8 

or E-Mail your details to 

sandrconstruction @ 
hotmail.co.uk 

References Available 


^ SAS 
Construction 


I All aspects of Building 
Extensions ® Maintenance 
Stonework ® Brickwork 
RELIABLE SERVICE 


Tel: 07890 528977 
07890 528973 


C. ANDERSON 

(BARRY) LTD 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

“s* Barry 
742928 

• Extensions 

• Grant Work 

• Roofs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio/Drives 

»Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


DAVID KAY 
PLASTERING 

Internal/externat 
Coving & Tiling, etc 

Insurance approved 


01446 732946 
07921 439749 


PHOENIX 

Construction 

All aspects of Building 
and Landscaping 
undertaken 

01446 402472 
^ 07825 270681 


lU BUILDING 
lin SERVICES 
All aspects of 
building work 
undertaken. 
Time-served, 
friendly service. 

Call Haward far a na 
abligatian quate 

01656 731688 
07983 506976 

jhbuildservices@aol.com 



B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 



> GENERAL BUILDING 
' CARPENTRY & JOINERY 
' KITCHEN FiniNG 
' PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

• PAROS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


stone Cleaning & Restoration 
Architectural Stone Carving 
Traditional Brick & Block Work 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 

01446 733432 
07512 901641 


Advertise your 
business with 
The GEM call 
on 01446 774484 


Computer Problems? 



crystal-lt 

lafttiecrteUl Mwesjak • lAat-llwcnjak 

Home visits 

Eveffilni^ and v%«ekof>ds avadalile 

01446 700885 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 


LITCHARD 

COMPUTERS 

TUITION: 

Word, Excel, Internet 

REPAIRS: 

‘No Rx, No Fee’, No Jargon 

SET-UP: 

Internet, Networks, Backups 

Prices from £10/hour, 
cattJeff 

Office 8 8 01656 768340 
Mobile 24/7 07900 228659 

Confidentiality guaranteed 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


OMEGA 

INTERIORS 

FREE Curtain Pole with every 
Curtain Set (restrictions apply) 
Made to measure curtains, 
designed in the comfort of your 
own home. Free consultation, 
free dehvery, free fitting. 
Large selection of fabrics. 
Phone today for an appointment 

01656 648669 
or 07740 203953 


^ IsyourTusmess’^ 

quiet at the moment? 
GIVE us A CALL - 
use The GEM to 
reach potential customers 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. 

Call us on 

01446 774484 
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CARPET 

FITTER 

AVAILABLE FOR 
ALL TYPES OF WORK 

New, used, restretch/repair. 
Samples available for 
home selection. 

Tel: Steve 01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
anytime 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
One price - No extras. 

Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


VfiLE CARPETS 

corned- to cfocc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Acorn 

Cesspit and Septic 
Tank Clearance 

Domestic and trade 
enquiries welcome 

Unbeatable prices 
Phone: 01656 862414 
Mobile: 07779 255639 


Alpha 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 

House, Garage, 
Garden Clearance etc. 

SKIP HIRE 

&DEM0UTI0N 

Licenced Waste Carriers 

All waste recycled 

Tel: 01446 701707 
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Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• acan, Tidy & Reliable ^ IJomsHc and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ romrmrdaC 

• UPVC Sotte, Fascia* & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


Ray Price Ltd 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

« 01656 864482 


r^STEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 



REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 

Refurbished Appliances On Sale 

REPAIRS & SPARES FOR 

• WASHING MACHINES 
• COOKERS • TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 

ALL MAKES INCLUDING 

HOTPOINT - CREDA - CANDY - HOOVER - ZANUSSI - INDESIT 

Local 

08456 804 806 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
Sam - 8pm (7 days) 


wfiNfoMf ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Bridgend 


d 



Open 6 days a week Monday - Friday 8.30ani - S.SOpm 
(1 .OOpm on Saturday) 


a/re//na//rF&/rci./rce- 
Specialists in all aspects of 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403; Mobile: 07966 025287 

QUALITY & SERVICE GUARANTEED 
www.bridgendwindows.co.uk 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

[0791 808 48 8Q 


T 2Z 


Internal 
& External 
Painting and 
^ Decorating, 
f Fully 

qualified. 


1446 795520 
07891 768151/ 


WWESS 


FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS 


• Garden/Outdoor Lights • Re-wires/Maintenance 
• Phone Points • Testing & Extra Sockets • Showers, etc. 


“X JOHN 
W CLISSETT 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING & DECORATING 
Free estimates - unbeatable prices! 
T: 01446 750625 M: 07980 691584 


Brian Rttky 

DECORATORS 

Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

Please telephone 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 


Is your business ^ 

quiet at the moment? 
GIVE US A CALL- 
use The GEM to 
reach potential customers 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. 

Call us on 

^ 01446 774484 ^ 



c&aglbd 

All aspects of Plumbing 
and Electrical work 
undertaken by time 
served Tradesmen. 
Part P Approved. 

For Free Estimates 
Contact us on: 



ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 





01446 400464 
07870471690 
08715845947 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Service centre for most 
leading makes of TV, Video, 
Hi-Fi & Camcorders. 

Installations carried out. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


MPN Windows, your local 
Network VEKA member is 
recommended by Steve Davis. 




15 years 
Experience 


COLES SERVICES LTD 

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS 

☆ uPVC Windows 
and Door Repairs 

☆ Windows Misted Up? 

☆ Broken Locks/ 
handles/hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


MPN UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS 
FREEPHONE 0800 8030821 

www.mpnwindows.co.uk 

www.mpnupvc.networkveka.co.uk i_i 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com |FENSA| 

Opening Hours gam to 9pm 7 days a week. R«gis»r.dcomp.n. 





_Driving SqHooI Lti 

• Learn at 14 - no driving licence required 

• Student/Nurse discounts 

• Horsebox/Caravan training 

Call for Special Offers: 0800 0280 406 
01446 793644/794899 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


MHA garage 

KIK DOOR 
WW 5ERVICE5 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 12 years experience. 


07783 703366 

01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.u k 


A.O. Burt & 
_ Sons Limited 

All aspects of garden maintenance/ 
estate management 

• Landscaping 

•Grass Cutting/Lawncare 

• Pruning of Trees and Hedges 

• Fencing •Weed Control 

All staff are qualified groundsmen, 
specialising in large gardens. 
Established firm since 1968 
Tel: 029 2089 0697 
Mobile: 07734 778310 


LAENG 


PAL 

SCHOOL FOR DRIVING 
EXTRA SPECIAL DEALS 
ON BLOCK BOOKINGS 

Intensive Courses 
Manual & Automatic 
Male & Female 
Instructors 
www.paldrive.co.uk 

0800 783 6183 
07976 981676 


/ LANEWISE 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


FIRST 3 HOURS 
for £25.50 
OR FIRST 10 HOURS 
from £117 
FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Domestic, 

Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


CHIMNEY 

SWEEP 

C.R. Jose 

~ Established 40 years ~ 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

All areas covered 

Telephone: 
01446 792735 





GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 

• Decking & fencing • Block paving & patios 
• Terracing & turfing 
• Ponds & water features 
• Landscaping & low maintenance gardens 
• Design Service • Tree felling 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
_ and portfolio available _ 




Advertise your 
business with 

Xbo OEM 

call on 01446 774484 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
Dot, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


W. A. Brown & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

f'\ Pembroke House, 

N ™ioPLE College Street 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



Glamorgan 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 




I Complete Garden Services | 

^ FENCING • DECKING • TREES EELLED, HEDGES ^ 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


20% OFF with this advert 


Vale Garden Care 

Residential & Commercial 

Lawns / Borders / Hedges / Garden Clearance 
Landscape/Irrigation/Jet Washing / Office Plants 
Window Cleaning / Fence & Exterior Painting 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 

Call or Text 

01446 781023 / 07866 544951 

Cardiff/The Vale/Bridgend 

fully insured•www.valegardencare.com-est. 2003 
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Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
• Play Houses • Log Cabins 


Ashdown Sheds 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds • Garages • 
Show Jumps • Hay stores 
Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ash(lown-group.com e-mail: info@ash(lown-group.(om 
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NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


• Main dealer 
for HAYTER 

• Sales & Servicing 

• Repair & Collection Service 

Tel: 01446 771660 
Mob: 07854 125404 

Vale Business Park, Cowbridge 


M f JR Plumbing & Heating 

_ ^ _ Geoff Maunder, 28 Romanza House, 
I ■ I The Waterfront, Barry 

I W %7815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 742907 
Combination Boiler Special^ 

Boiler Breakdowns 
Central Heating Installations 
301616 Boiler Change Over . Cookers 
Bathroom Suites . Showers . Towel Radiators 
Taps . Tap Washers . Outside Taps . etc 
All Work Guaranteed 

'iy Insured 
Fast, Friendly Service 


UPQ Home& 
n U O Garden Services 
Landscaping & Carpentry 


Lawns. Hedges. Decking 
Fencing. Patios. Paving 
Fully Insured 
Portfolio Available 


Contact Stephen on 

07904092089/01446750698 


Odds‘n’Sods 

Garden & Property 
Maintenance 
Lawns/Hedges 
Decking/Patios/Fencing 

General Handyman 

.. .We do it all!! 
07530 054188 
01656 646102 


S Middleton & Son 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

We cover all aspects of roofing including 
a 24 hour emergency call out service 

d Slating a uPVC Fascia’s & Guttering 
d Tiling d EPDM Rubberised Flat Roofing 
20 year guarantee and 50 year life expectancy 
Tel: 01656 720551 or 07973 488806 anytime 
www.smiddletonroofingspecialists.co.uk 



HOME REPAIRS & 
MAINTENANCE 

UPVC Facias, Guttering 
Replaced & Repaired, 
Home Painting Interior & 
Exterior, General Home & 
Garden Improvements 

Tel: 01446 736518 
07891 356527 


Tht 


or Ucd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


JMC Rym 


an A Son 
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WP PLASTERING 
SERVICES 

All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 01656 729655 
or 07915 390029 


CLARE 

Hair styled in the comfort 
of your own home. 
From a simple cut to a 
full perm or colour. 
Reasonable rates, 
friendly service. 
Bridgend & Surrounding Areas 
Call Clare on 

07846 603397 
or 01656 655527 


• Slating - Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel 01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07765377263 
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FREELAND PAVING 


All aspects of driveway surfaces 

Block Paving • Patterned Concrete • Tnrmac • Wnlls 
• Steps • Patios • Fencing • Decking • Drop Kerb 
Entrance* Ikirfing • Ikee Removal • Landscaping 

Full colour brochure of previous work - free estimates and friendly advice. 

Call Free on 0800 98801 18 (8am-5pm) 

D5=eafeltne 0790 2279186 qA hours) 


SeuneDay 

Rubbish Removads 


All types of rubbish 
removed. Houses, Garages, 
Gardens cleared. 
Prices start from only £ 10. 
All areas covered. 


FASTER 8L CHEAPER 
THAN SKIPS 


Contact Steve or Sarah on 

01656 8651 16 or 
07980 6251 16 


FLAT ROOFING 

South Wales' leading supplier 
& installer of EPDM rubber. 

Tel: 01656 728793 or 
24hrs 07790 823525 




UHliarngi 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Spec 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) I 

(after 6pm) (anytime) " 



GOLD WANTED £4 a gram 
paid for 9ct gold. All 
hallmark gold wanted. 
Scrap gold, damaged rings, 
pendants etc. Send all gold 
by special delivery. (This 
covers sender for up to 
£500) Send to: 

Samson’s Treasure House 
PO BOX 81, Llantwit Major, 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF719BR 

01446 796100 or call in at 
Gift Gallery, Commercial St, 
Llantwit Major, 01446 
795454. 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Is your business 
quiet at the moment? 
GIVE US A CALL- 
use The GEM to 
reach potential customers 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. 

Call us on 

01446 774484 


G. J. GILL 

Your local Plumber 

• Plumbing Repairs • Additional Radiators 

• Bathrooms & Tiling • No Job too small 

• ESTIMATES FREE • 

Tel: (029 20) 513742 Dinas Powys 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 





01446 

794266 


Alan Hams 

Heating & Plumbing 


Heating systems and 
fire surrounds installed. 
Boiler changes. 
Bathrooms. 

Gas Safe registered. 


Tel: 01656 667093 
Mob: 07902 687450 


Celtic Plumbing ^ 
and Heating 98425 

Corgi registered gas installers 
All aspects of plumbing and 
heating work undertaken 

— 01446 732 145 
07973 785 339 
^ 07956 887 536 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Batjirooms, showers, 
radiators, outside 

K isners, power 
any 

ig jobs. 

07526125982 
01446 753503 

No job too small. 

Free quotes. 

Fully 
insured. 



24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 • 07876 506982 


DCfiumbm^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

« 0M44 71 

0rnn$$— 


PLUMBING AND ▲ 

HEATING ENGINEERS G 

Natural Gas, Oil & LPG Appliances, i 
Genuine 24hr callout, 7 days a week. V 
OFTEC, GAS SAFE & CORGI REGISTERED 
No Callout Charge, No fix - No fee. ^ 

01656 657 438 
^ 0500 20 60 20 


ASH 


Plumbing & Heating 

I AH plumbing and heating work undertaken 

Mains Gas & LPG Qualified 


•Domestic •Park Homes 
•Caravans & Leisure Vehicles 


I 01446 751204/07812 599891 


Just 
Plumbing 

for all those small jobs 

01446 745478 
07961 403137 


Advertise your 
business with 

The OEM 

call on 

01446 774484 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawi-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



Glamorgan 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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53 

MERCEDES 
E270TDi Classic 

in silver, leather seats, 
service history, 
taxed 6 months, MoT 
tii February 2010 

£8,995 ono 


07799 863192 19 


1999 

TOYOTA 

CELICA 1.8 VVTi 

Siiver, taxed Dec 2009, 
MoT 12 months, aiioys, 
air con, 73,000 miies 

£2,300 ono 
01446 772575 20 

53 Reg 

Fiat Stilo 
Active 16v 

New MOT, 6 months tax, 4 
new tyres, 4 new brakes, 47k. 

£2,000 ono 

01446 760928 

Black 53 Plate 

Ford Focus 
1.6 Zetec Auto 

Long MOT & Tax, 
58k, air con, alloys. 

£2,700 ono 
07545 352564 


P Reg 

Vauxhall Astra 

Auto 1 .6 5-door 

Excellent condition, 
e/w, MoT til October, 
Taxed til July 

£550 ono 


01446 77158^0 


56 Plate 

1.25 FORD FIESTA 
Style Climate 5-dr 

8,/00 miles, low mileage, 
low insurance group, 

12 months tax, fsh, 1st MoT 
due November 2009. 
Immaculate condition 


£5,950 

01446 420802 
07989 687877 19 

1998 R Reg 

Daihatsu 4 Trak 


Blue, MOT, serviced in May, 
8 months Tax, excellent tow 
vehicle, new rear shocks, 
recent battery, starter motor, 
water pump & thermostat. 

£2,250 
01446 792866 
07870 896608 21 


98 S 

BMW 316 Coupe 

Black, 8 months MoT, taxed, 
full BMW service history. 
Goodcondition. 

£1,995 

or very near offer 
Tel. 07966 171840 

21 


Deadline for Motor Cars 
is 12 noon on Tuesday 


05 Plate 

MAZDA 6 

Metallic silver with ac, 
c/c, e/w, e/n, cd, alloys, 
multiple airbags, Tax & MoT 

£6,295 ono 
01446 748179 
07530 387857 

No Canvassers 20 


02 Vauxhall 
Vectra 2.2 SRi 
150 Estate 

Silver, half leather, cd, a/c, 
abs, e/pack, nice alloys and 
tyres, towbar, MoT, tax, gret 
condition inside and out. 

£2,495 ono 
07961 022004 

No canvassers 19 


Sovereign 

Mobility 

Scooter 

As new. 

£350 

Tel: 01446 792721, 


1999T Reg 

Peugeot 106 
Zest 2 1.1 

MOT October, 3-Dr, 
60k, CD, Met. Green. 

£950 ono 
07752 53795921 


1999 1.9 Diesel 

Renault 
Kangoo Van 

87,000 miles, roofrack & 
towbar, ex. runner, 

10 months MOT. 

£850 ono 

01446 794953 21 


2008 

C-Max 1.8 
TDCi Zetec 

5-Dr MPV, black, air con, 
CD, electrics. 

£9,600 ono 
01446 719887 

2003 DIESEL 

Fiesta Zetec 

78,700 miles, FSH, 
£35 per year Tax, 

60+ MPG, tax & 
MOT October 09. 

£3,300 ono 
01446 711533^1 




1999 Swift 
Signature 15/2 
2 Berth Caravan 

End bathroom, shower/cassette 
wc, hot air heating, motor mover, 
tow hitch, stabiliser. Fully 
equipped including Isabella 
awning - excellent condition. 

£4,650 ono 

Cowbridge Area 

07907 165056 21 


HELPING YOU 
SAVE MONEY... 




Oaocfl-CDOocil isacD sas]) 



For 4: "weelcs advertising 
delivered to more 
than 43,000 homes. 

Simply^ call 01446 TT4484 today 
"with your credit card details 

or make cheques payable to:- The OEM, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CFTl TEL. 

{This offer is open to private advertisers only) 
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Children and Young People Services 
Gwasanaethau Plant a PhobI Ifanc 


Flying Start Creche Organiser*'* 

Up to £16,663 p.a. pro rata Ref: V/CF/PDT82 

25 hours per week (Temporary funding up to 2011) 

Re-advertisement (previous applicants need not re-apply). 


For further information and an appiication form contact 
the Councii by visiting www.vaieofgiamorgan.gov.uk 
or teiephone Contact OneVaie on 01446 700111 
between 8am-6pm. 



Closing date: 4 June 2009. 

Subject to # Job Evaluation and *CRB disclosure. 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council is an equal opportunities employer. 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 

BRO MORGANNWG 


BE A MULTI-SKILLED 
ENERGY ASSESSOR 


Regardless of the recession, credit crunch or housing market' 
downturn, new 'green' laws require an estimated 2.5 million 
homes and commercial properties being rented, sold or built 
to have an Energy Assessment in the next 12 months alone. 
APPLICANTS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED TO TRAIN AS ASSESSORS NOW 
and to become multiple-skilled 'Property Professionals' carrying out 
possible Flood and Fire Risk Assessments, Insulation Surveys, Energy 
Audits, Property Valuations, Home Inspections and Public Buildings 
Assessments. No previous experience necessary. 

Training is subsidised and usually taken around current job at our 
nationwide training centres approved by Government-appointed 
Awarding Body for the Built Environment. 

On qualifying be available for flexible potential work through our 
Energy Assessor Panel, start your own business or work for other 
Assessment Providers. 

Fee income is £50 to £60 for domestic and £300 to £1,200 for 
commercial properties - up to 15 Domestic or 4 Commercial 
Assessments are estimated to be carried out in a week, subject 
to size of properties and supply. ref: hgl 21 m 


CALL TODAY for an interview to find out more about a new 
career in this fast expanding, environmentally important 
new 'green' industry. 

0117 927 8700 


Sales Office Administrator 

We distribute chimney systems, wood & multifuel 
burning stoves throughout the IJK, and are looking for 
someone to join our busy team. The job involves varied 
sales office work including typing letters & quotes, 
processing orders & producing invoices on Sage 
software & dealing with customers. 

Good computer & numerical skills are essential. 
Experience of building, heating or architecture useful, 
but not essential. Salary based on experience. 

Please send CV to Managing Director, 

Topstak Chimney Specialists Ltd, Unit 42, 

Vale Business Park, Cowbridge CF71 7PF. a 
F ax 01446 772882. W 

E-Mail: christian.pedersen 
@topstakchimneys.co.uk 


CATTERY 

ASSISTANT 

1pm - 5pm 
Monday - Friday 
Must be reliable and 
have own transport 

Tel: 01446 781376 


requires a 

Part Time 
Taxi Driver 

Must be prepared to 
work evenings and 
weekends. 

Contact Andrew 
on 01446 796777 

andrew.brownOI § btconnect.com 



SHdPT^iir 

y^enny lane% 

COWBRIDGE 

630 sq ft, A2 & A3 use. 
Plus 3 phase. 
Contact 

S Andrews & Son 

01446 774712 


Offices To Let 


Flexible terms. 
From 115 - 322 sqft. 

Penny Lane, 
Cowbridge 

Please contact: 


S Andrews & Son 

Tel: 01446 774712 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 15 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 



A 

/Nr. 




IROUGHTONX 
Nr. COWBRIDGE 
1 Bedroom 
Apartment 

FuUy decorated, modem 
appliances, includes new 
carpets, kitchen/lounge 
diner, balcony with mral 
views, off road parking 

£375 pcm -i- Bond 

Tel. 07515 504965 


Plymouth I 
Road, \ 
BARRY ISLAND 

One bedroom ground floor flat. 

£375pcm 

Bond & references. Admin fee. 

Tel: 01446 745478 
or 07961403137 


TCTUf 

/west END \ 

3 Bedroom Terrace 
Refurbished throughout, 
including recently upgraded 
kitchen, central heating. 

£590pcm 

Bond & references. 

Tel: 07966 467259 


J0M 

X Barry V 
Town Centre 


FuUy furnished 
studio apartment. 

£300pcm 

Suitable for over 40s. 
Bond and references 
required. No DSS. 

Tel: 07912 138342 


Happy Birthday 

ANNE FRANCIS 

19th May 

Much love from 
Robert, Nathan 
and Hannah, 
Tristan and Ning, 
Aaron and Julia, Jotham 
and Helene, Faith and 
Glyn, 

Jane, Brian and Hannah 



EMILY 
BURFORD 



Wishing you 
a very 

Happy 18 th Birthday 


Love and Kisses 
Mum, Dad, Simon 
and Andrew 
XXX 


SHARON 

FAIRFAX 

“The Lady in Red” 

Happy 50th Birthday 
on 20th May 

Best wishes from all your family 
and friends, also clients at 
The Principality 




ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take advan¬ 
tage of this offer simply 
either send in your 
description along with a 
cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to “The Glamorgan Gem” 
at The Gem, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 
must contain a residential 
land line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 

SINGER OVER LOCKER 

Used once £50. Tel: 
01446 772880. (21) 
BRITAX ECLIPSE Car 
seat (9mths-4yrs) £50. 
Grace battery operated 
baby swing £30. 
Grandparents items, as 
new. Tel: 01446 732783 or 
07980 939487. (21) 
PORAWOTTA TOILET 
Manual flush. Jayrider 
scooter dismantle (brand 
new), wheelchair (brand 
new), hedgecutter (brand 
new), trimmer (brand 
new), Bathmaster Sonaris 
(brand new), walking 
frame (brand new), folding 
wheel walker, folding tri- 
wheeld walker, leather 
sofa (good condition). 
Offers. Tel: 01656 890489. 
( 21 ) 

2 X MAXICOSY PRIORI 

XP Car seats, 9 month/4 
years (like new) £25 each. 
Tel: 01446 796904. (21) 
ROUND ANTIQUE Pine 
table and four chairs, very 
good condition £60 ono. 
Tel: 01446 738799. (21) 
ROUND TABLE 42” 
diameter & 4 chairs, mod¬ 
ern design, medium 
colour. Good condition 
£50 ono. Tel: 01446 
760070. (20) 


MACLAREN DOUBLE 
BUGGY Complete acces¬ 
sories £60. Britannia large 
cooker, currently with an 
LPG hob (easily convert¬ 
ed) £350. Tel: 01446 
771229. (20) 

CREDA CAPRI Electric 
cooker, excellent condi¬ 
tion £75. Tel: 01446 
738091. (20) 

CORNDELL PINE 

Matching dining table, 4 
chairs, nest of tables, 
bookcase & TV cabinet. 
Offers. Tel: 07870 499451. 

( 20 ) 

PHIL & TED Double 
buggy, red and black inc. 
rain cover, good condition, 
paid £500, sell £180. Maxi 
Cosi red/black car seat 
£50. Grace 3 in 1 pram 
set, as new £70. Tel: 
07800 963126. (20) 
FRIDGE FREEZER 
Integrated with cabinet, 3 
years old £65. Tel: 01446 
734772. (20) 

NEW STAINLESS 

STEEL CANOPY extrac¬ 
tor with telescopic chim¬ 
ney, 4 speed settings, 
also comes with two cook¬ 
ing spot controls, all push 
button controls, £100 ono. 
Tel. 07709 273069. (19) 
HEALTH RIDER Exercise 
machine £50. Abroller £5. 
Trampet £8. Tabletop 
snooker table £35. 
Butterfly rollaway table 
tennis table. Both with 
accessories £60. Tel: 
01446 773590. (19) 

TWO CHILDRENS BEDS 
Cabin £30. Pine high 
sleeper futon £45. Tel: 
01446 790363. (19) 
BROWN 2-SEATER Ikea 
sofa £75. Men’s Trek 
mountain bike £50. Tel: 
07795 560515. (18) 

37” PLASMA TV Brand 
new in box. HD ready with 
Freeview receiver. Wall 
mount available for extra. 
Genuine bargain at £350. 
Te: 07931 212432.(18) 


Bernard Williams 

Ann and Clare would like to thank all the 
relatives, friends and neighbours for the 
kindness and sympathy shown during their recent 
bereavement and for the cards and messages 
of condolence and donations to HeartLine. 
Thank you also to Daphne Townsend for the 
lovely service and Bill Price for the readings. 
Finally thanks to John and Christine James 
of W James of Fonmon for their excellent 
care and service. 


BURROWS 

Raymond of Llantwit Major, beloved husband 
of Gwen, dearly loved father of Juhe, Sarah 
and Andrew and devoted grandfather of 
Alex and Lewis. 

Funeral on Thursday, 28th May, 2009, service in 
St Illtud’s Church, Llantwit Major at 2pm followed 
by interment at Boverton Cemetery. 

Family flowers only but donations may be made to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care (cheques only) c/o 
W A Brown & Son, College Street, Llantwit Major. 



PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT 1990 

ECCLESIASTICAL EXEMPTION 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ORDER 1994 

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the procedures of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and the Baptist Union 
of Wales for the purposes of the above named Order, 
United Free Church, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 
has applied to the Listed Buildings Advisory 
Committee for a Certificate of Authorisation to carry 
out the following works to their premises: 

Replacement of existing slate roof with Spanish 
slate, new battens, felt and lead work. Re-render¬ 
ing of exterior walls with lime render. Repair and 
replacement of external doors and windows. 
Removal of suspended sanctuary ceiling and re¬ 
plaster of original ceiling. 

The Church building is listed Grade II and is in a con¬ 
servation area. 

Further details of the proposal may be obtained from 
Mr D Mitchell, Don Mitchell Associates, 39 High 
Street, Cowbridge, CF71 7AE, tel no. 01446 771218, 
email donaldmitchell@btinternet.com, with whom 
arrangements may be made to inspect the building 
and the plans and other documents. 

Representations must be sent in writing to: 

The Secretary 

Listed Buildings Advisory Committee 

Baptist Union of Great Britain 

Baptist House 

PC Box 44 

129 Broadway 

Didcot, Cxon CX11 8RT 

and be received by 17 June 2009 




SCRAP 

CARS 


TOP PRICES PAID 
07592 417630 
01656 661614 

BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £80 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


To advertise here 
please contact 
The GEM on 
01446 774484 

or e-mail: 

gemsaies ©internet- 
today. CO. uk 



Cardiff 


Spaces to let in 
centrally located 
barrier protected 
car park 

Close to Millennium 
Stadium and Sophia 
Gardens. Minimum 3 
month contract. 

£15 per week 
Tel: 07713 999137 



FOUND 

Ladies 
Wrist Watch 

Entrance to 

Millfield Drive Play Park 
Cowbridge on 
Wednesday, 13th May 

Tel. 01446 772671 


Dorothy 

SEWELL 


Eric Sewell and his 
family wish to thank 
all their relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours for their 
support, messages 
of condolence, 
and sympathy at 
this time. 

Also sincere thanks 
to all those involved 
in Dorothy’s care. 



GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

D Morgan & S Thomas 

trading as 

Install Waste 

of 

Unit 12, 

Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry, CF63 3RF 

is applying for licence to use 

Unit 12, 

Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry, CF63 3Rr 

as an Operating Centre for 
2 goods vehieles 
and 0 trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoy¬ 
ment of that land would be 
affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 HarehiUs Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at 
the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the 
applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representa¬ 
tions is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern 

I Eugene James Lee, do 
hereby give notice that I have 
applied to the Licensing Authority 
(the Vale of Glamorgan council) 
for the variation of my premises 
licence registration certificate 
at The White Lion Hotel, East 
Street, Llantwit Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF61 1XY known as 
The White Lion Hotel. 

The application is to allow ampli¬ 
fied live entertainment between 
the hours of 18.00 and 23.00 
Sunday to Thursday and to 23.30 
Friday and Saturday. 

Any person wishing to make rep¬ 
resentations to this 
application may do so by writing 
to the Senior 

Licensing Officer, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4RU, 
not later than 28 days from and 
including the date of this notice 
(as below). Representations 
received after this date will not be 
considered. 

A copy of the application can be 
viewed at the licensing authority’s 
address during normal office 
hours. 

It is an offence knowingly or reck¬ 
lessly to make a false statement 
in connection with this applica¬ 
tion, the maximum fine on sum¬ 
mary conviction being £5000. 
Signed: Eugene James Lee 
Applicant 

Dated: 16th May, 2009 _ 

Is your 
business 
quiet at the 
moment? 

GIVE us A 
CALL- 

use The GEM to 
reach potential 
customers 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl. 

Call us on 

01446 

774484 

V_ 
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LOCALS ON TOP AT CARDIFF 
AND VALE SCHOOLS MEET 


FOR the second 
Cardiff and the 
Vale Schools fixture 
- the senior cham¬ 
pionships for sixth 
form students - it 
was Vale athletes 
who produced the 
top individual per¬ 
formances, and a 
local school claimed 
the team honours. 

Two new champi¬ 
onship bests were set - 
both by Vale girls. 

Llantwit year-12 Ayla 
Phillips has an unblem¬ 
ished record at Cardiff 
and the Vale Schools 
track and field champi¬ 
onships. Her link with 
the hammer event started 
way back as a year-9 
pupil in 2006. She won 
that first junior girls’ 
competition, and set a 
new championship best. 

She repeated that pat¬ 
tern of a win with a new 
championship best 
through year-10 (first 
middle title) and last 
year, in year-11 (a sec¬ 
ond middle title). Each 
year, the winning dis¬ 
tance has improved and 
2009 was no exception. 

As a first year senior, 
and competing at Cardiff 
International Sports 
Stadium in a hammer 
competition for the first 
time, Phillips claimed 
her fourth consecutive 
title with a throw of 
35.11 metres, adding 
over three metres to the 
previous best of 31.63 
metres set by Ceri Lewis 
(Radyr) in 2006. 

Pleasing though that 
performance is, and the 
shot victory, which she 
also claimed, Phillips 



Tom Whitmarsh- 
Knight (Bro 
Morgannwg) won 
the 2,000 metres 
steeplechase. 


needs to keep working 
towards a target distance 
of 40 metres for the sea¬ 
son. 

Unusually, a second 
Vale pupil has a very 
similar record to 
Phillips. Penarth resi¬ 
dent Elinor Lewis (Bro 
Morgannwg) was claim¬ 
ing her fourth consecu¬ 
tive title in possibly a 
more demanding and 
dangerous record - the 
pole vault. 

Lewis also won her 
first title in 2006, but her 
2.80 metres clearance 
was not a new champi¬ 
onship best. However, 
she made up for that in 
2007, when her 3 metres 
vault was a new event 
best. 

A second middle title 
followed last year with a 
2.90 metres vault, and 
this year, claimed a first 
senior win with a new 
height of 3.30 metres. 
Lor good measure, the 
Bro Morgannwg year-12 
student also won the 
triple jump with a very 
respectable leap of 10.30 
metres. 

Two more Vale girls 
claimed double victories. 
Barry resident Sian 
Balchin (Kings 
Monkton) was the top 
thrower in both the dis¬ 
cus and javelin events, 
while the multi-talented 
Maddi Edgeworth 
(Cowbridge) claimed a 
sprint hurdles and 800 
metres double. 

In the boys’ competi¬ 
tion, Curtis Matthews 
(Barry Comprehensive) 
was the athlete who 
caught the eye, repeating 
his Senior Cup Linal feat 
of three victories in the 
high jump, long jump 
and discus, with 
improved performances. 

The Welsh Schools’ 
international has huge 
potential and is making 
real progress under the 
guidance of top com¬ 
bined events coach Mike 
Guest. 

Stan well year-13 
Adam Jones earned a 
sprint double but he was 
the victim of a stadium, 
which seems, sadly, to 
have inherited the old 
Leckwith’s biggest com¬ 
plaint of suffering from 
regular, unhelpful head¬ 
winds. He will be disap¬ 
pointed by his times, but 
this is early season and 
hopefully conditions will 
improve. 

After Bro 

Morgannwg’s double 
success at the Senior 
Cup Linal, it was 



Curtis Matthews (Barry Comprehensive) 
in high jump action. He also won the long 
jump and discus. 



Mike Lloyd (Cowbridge) won the 100 
metres hurdles, and finished second in 
the high jump. 


Cowbridge who enjoyed 
double team success at 
these championships. 

Last year, the Vale 
school won the boys’ 
team title with a score of 
340 points, with 
Whitchurch heading the 
girls’ section. This year, 
the team took both sec¬ 
tions with scores of 354 
and 301, which puts 
them out in front in the 
quest for the Overall 
Championships Points 
Trophy. 

Lollowing these 
championships, Cardiff 
and the Vale will select a 
senior team to compete 
at the Aviva Welsh 
Schools’ national track 
and field championships 
at the new Cardiff stadi¬ 
um on Saturday, July 4. 

The district is entitled 
to enter two athletes in 
every senior event, with 
the option of further ath¬ 
letes in some events if 
all those nominated have 
achieved the additional 
entry standard. 

All the winners at 
these championships are 
asked to make a note of 
Tuesday, September 8, 
which is the date of the 
Cardiff and Vale Schools 
Track and Lield presen¬ 
tation evening, which 
will be held at Cardiff 
High School. 

Results of Vale ath¬ 
letes: Senior Boys - 100: 

1 Adam Jones (Stanwell) 
12.0; 5 Lred White 
(Cowbridge) 12.3; 6 
Jack Lisher (Cowbridge) 
13.9; 200: 1 Adam Jones 
(Stanwell) 23.6; 3 Tom 
Whitmarsh-Knight (Bro 
M) 24.7; 5 Dan Jones 
(Cowbridge) 25.6; 6 
Matt Rowlands 
(Cowbridge) 26.5; 400: 

2 Lred White 
(Cowbridge) 54.5; 6 
Tom Harrison 
(Cowbridge) 59.4; 800: 

4 Tom Larkin 
(Cowbridge) 2:25.8; 
1,500: 2 Joe Beech 
(Cowbridge) 4:45.4; 5 
Kyle Garrison (Llantwit) 
6:38.6; 3,000: 2 Tom 
Whitmarsh-Knight (Bro 
M) 10:18.4; 3 Steffan 
Kitchen (Cowbridge) 
13:27.1; IlOH: 1 Mike 
Lloyd (Cowbridge) 20.4; 
400H: 3 Tom Williams 
(Bro M) 64.6; 4 Mike 
Lloyd (Cowbridge) 68.0; 

5 Nick Davies 
(Cowbridge) 73.5; 
2,000Sc: 1 Tom 
Whitmarsh-Knight (Bro 


M) 6:53.9; 4x100: 2 
Cowbridge 47.6; HJ: 1 
Curtis Matthews (Barry) 
1.78; 2 Mike Lloyd 
(Cowbridge) 1.75; 4 
Tom Williams (Bro M) 
1.65; 5 Matt Rowlands 
(Cowbridge) 1.60; LJ: 1 
Curtis Matthews (Barry) 
6.35; 4 Tom Williams 
(Bro M) 5.82; 6 Cory 
Chadwick (Cowbridge) 
5.38; 7 Dan Jones 
(Cowbridge) 5.20; TJ: 3 
Cory Chadwick 
(Cowbridge) 11.98; 4 
Nick Davies 
(Cowbridge) 11.13; SP: 

1 Matt Wilcox 
(Cowbridge) 10.18; 3 
Jamie Jones (Barry) 
10.10; 5 Lred White 
(Cowbridge) 9.25; DT: 1 
Curtis Matthews (Barry) 
33.64; 5 Nick Davies 
(Cowbridge) 23.59; 7 
Steffan Kitchen 
(Cowbridge) 18.53; HT: 
4 Matt Wilcox 
(Cowbridge) 17.28; 5 
Tom Larkin (Cowbridge) 
14.27; JT: 1 Steffan 
Kitchen (Cowbridge) 
34.81; 4 Kyle Garrison 
(Llantwit) 28.30; 5 Tom 
Larkin (Cowbridge) 
27.95. Team: 1 
Cowbridge 354; 4 Bro 
Morgannwg 71; 5 Barry 
Comprehensive 65; 8 
Stanwell 34; 10 Llantwit 
Major 25. 

Senior Girls - 100: 2 
Heather Jarvis 
(Cowbridge) 15.5; 200: 

1 Heather Jarvis 
(Cowbridge) 33.9; 800: 

1 Maddie Edgeworth 
(Cowbridge) 2:53.5; 
1,500: 2 Lucy Williams 
(Cowbridge) 6:24.5; 
3,000: 2 Elspeth Bisson 
(Cowbridge) 14:16.2; 3 
Alexa Kerr (Cowbridge) 


17:24.4; lOOH: 1 Maddi 
Edgeworth (Cowbridge) 
22.2; 400H: 1 Alice 
Thomas (Cowbridge) 
91.6; 4x100: 1 
Cowbridge 57.8; HJ: 1 
Rebecca Hoddart 
(Cowbridge) 1.25; 2 
Maddi Edgeworth 
(Cowbridge) 1.20; PV: 1 
Elinor Lewis (Bro M) 
3.30 CBP; LJ: 3 Alice 
Thomas (Cowbridge) 
4.16; 4 Georgia Evans 
(Cowbridge) 3.54; TJ: 1 
Elinor Lewis (Bro M) 
10.30; 2 Heather Jarvis 
(Cowbridge) 8.67; SP: 1 
Ayla Phillips (Llantwit) 
9.79; 2 Sian Balchin 
(Kings M) 9.11; 3 Katie 
Jarvis (Cowbridge) 6.70; 
4 Rebecca Hoddart 
(Cowbridge) 5.66; DT: 1 
Sian Balchin (Kings M) 
22.20; 2 Jade Loley 
(Cowbridge) 17.12; 3 
Gemma Bradbury 
(Cowbridge) 15.19 
HT: 1 Ayla Phillips 
(Llantwit) 35.11 CBP; 

JT: 1 Sian Balchin 
(Kings M) 28.83; 2 
Gemma Bradbury 
(Cowbridge) 21.41; 5 
Jade Loley (Cowbridge) 
15.71. Team: 1 
Cowbridge 301; 3 Kings 
Monkton 49; 4= Bro 
Morgannwg 34; 4= 
Llantwit Major 34. 

PM 



ABOVE: 

Elinor Lewis (Bro 
Morgannwg) set a 
new senior pole 
value best, and won 
the triple jump. 



GEM columnist Brian 
congratulates Princess 
Anne on royal win! 


ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee 


G em colum¬ 
nist Brian 
Lee had an 
exclusive interview 
with Princess Anne 
after her horse Dhu 
Loch, trained by 
her daughter Zara 
Phillips, and part¬ 
nered by Tom 
David (18), of 
Llanharry, had won 
the first division of 
the open maiden 
race at the Golden 
Valley Hunt Point- 
To-Point 
Steeplechases at 
Bredwardine on 
Saturday. 

Brian (72), who has 
been reporting on the 
Welsh horse racing 
scene for more than 40 
years provided us with 
this report: 

There were several 
national and local 
reporters at the meeting 
but none of them went to 
speak to her after the 
race. ” 

She was in the pad- 
dock with her daughter 


and Tom, who had just 
dismounted, and I said 
to her: “Well done, 

Ma’m 

Looking towards Zara 
and Tom she answered: 
“Not me! Those two did 
all the work. ” 

The last time Dhu 
Loch had raced, the 
mare had been placed 
second at the Ystrad Taf 
Fechan meeting at 
Ystradowen on April 18, 
and the Princess had 
made a surprise visit to 
Wales on that occasion . 

I said to her: “As a 
Welshman, and a mem¬ 
ber of the Welsh press, I 
had wanted this to hap¬ 
pen in Wales. ” 

She replied: “It was a 
more determined effort 
this time. ” 

I told her: “Tom is 
one of our up and com¬ 
ing young Welsh riders. ” 
With that she gave me 
a friendly tap on the 
shoulder and said: “You 
find lots of the good rid¬ 
ers are Welsh jockeys. ” 

I said: “Thank you 
very much. ” She 
laughed and I took my 
leave. 


Dhu Loch, who went 
off the 5-2 favourite in a 
field of 13 starters, was 
given a cracking ride by 
Tom, who had the mare 
in a handy position 
throughout and, taking 
the lead four fences from 
the finish, went on to 
win by six lengths from 
Jolly Rock. 

This week, Tom joins 
Aberthin National Hunt 
trainer Tim Vaughan as 
the stable’s amateur 
jockey. 

He said: “The 
Princess and Zara 
Phillips were delighted 
with Dhu Loch’s suc¬ 
cess. ” 

Dhu Loch was the 
second leg of a first-ever 
double for Tom who, 
earlier in the day, had 
won a division of the 
restricted race on 16-1 
chance Wizard Time who 
is owned jointly by 
PorthcawTs William 
Corrigan and William J 
Tudor. 

Wizard Time won by a 
short head from 
UHomme Sauvage and 
is trained by Mr Tudor’s 
son Jonathan. 


Cottrell Park GC’s Helen 
wins Miss Button trophy 


A TOTAL of 42 
ladies from Cottrell 
Park travelled to 
Chipping Sodbury 
for the captain’s 
away day. 

It was a flat but chal¬ 
lenging golf course, with 
water on nearly every 
hole and if you managed 
to avoid the water, there 
were plenty of sand 
bunkers to catch you out! 

The individual 

Stableford competition 
and the Miss Button 
Trophy was won by 
Helen Evans, one of the 
newer members of the 
ladies section. She scored 
a great 39 points, second 
was Alma Davies with 
29. 

Lollowing drinks and 
a very good meal, 
Margaret Thomas, the 
ladies captain, presented 
the prizes. 

She was in the win¬ 
ning team of Lyn 
Thomas, Norma Lryer 
and Margaret Thomas 
with 74 points. 

Nearest the pin was 
won by Sandra Collin, 
who also won the longest 
drive for the low handi¬ 
cap section. 

Helen Ruttley won the 
longest drive for the 
higher handicap section. 


Sue Smith won the 12- 
hole putting competition 
with 21 putts. 

A chipping competi¬ 
tion was introduced this 
year; this was not easy 
but great fun, and was 
won by Toots Plant with 
two balls within the 
hoops. 


Margaret Thomas was 
thanked for her excellent 
organisation of the day, 
and Jenny McGlyne for 
organising the competi¬ 
tions. 

The ladies returned 
home tired but content 
after a very good day out. 

CB 



Helen Evans (Miss Button). 



Toots Plant won the chipping competition. 



ABOVE: The winning team of Lyn Thomas, Norma Eryer, 
and captain Margaret Thomas (centre). 
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM 
BRYNHILL GOLF CLUB 


The ladies host a charity 
coffee morning for RNID 


ON the morning of May 7, the ladies of 
Brynhill Golf Club hosted a charity coffee 
morning, the proceeds of which will go to 
lady captain’s nominated charity. Jo 
Hopkins chose the Royal National 
Institute for the Deaf. 

Following a most enjoyable 12-hole competition, 
where the weather was pleasant and the course was 
in great condition, the ladies met back in the club¬ 
house for refreshments. 

A stall selling homemade cakes and a sale of this 
season’s latest golf wear proved hard to resist for 
many. 

The lady captain then presented home and away 
winners and runners-up with vouchers. 

Away winner - Helen Minto (Whitchurch) with 
21 points over the back nine (from Ann Morris of 
Maesteg). 

Home winner - Diane Davies with 26 points; 



ABOVE: Carole Bumford, the ball sweep 
winner, with the lady captain. 



Joan Coombes and Val Weir 


distributing the cards. 

runner-up - Glynis Gould with 21. 

Carole Bumford was the only player to score a 
two and was delighted to accept the entire ball 
sweep, which she graciously shared with her playing 
partners. 

Recent results round-up 

March 17 - Turkey Trot - winner Julie Harkin 
with 37 points. 

March 24 - John Collins Cup and GUW Medal - 
winner: Julie Har ki n (77 nett), runner-up: Diane 
Davies (80 nett). 

March 31 - Lady Reardon Smith Silver Salver - 
winners: Diane Tapscott and Nicci Meheut, runners- 
up: Rose Pitman and Audrey Phillips. 

April 7 - Easter Egg competition - winner: Sue 
Holland (36 points), runner-up: Lynne Bubbins (35 
points). 

April 14 - John Lowden Cup and Foundation 
Brooch - winner: Gemma Evans (67 nett), runner- 
up: Maria Gentile (76 nett). 

April 21 - GUW Challenge Bowl - silver winner: 
Lynne Bubbins (75 nett); bronze winner: Diane 
Bryant (74 nett). 

May 5 - Winifred Clode Cup - winner: Carole 
Bumford (37 points), runner-up: Rose Pitman (36 
points). JP 



ABOVE: Helen Minto, the away winner, 
with the lady captain, Jo Hopkins. 



ABOVE: The lady captain with 
home winner Diane Davies. 


Murch Bowling Club’s season 
begins with a glorious open day 


THE best weather for several years saw 
the Murch Bowling Club celebrate open¬ 
ing day in glorious sunshine with a mixed 
game of ladies and men. 

President Gwladys Hayes and vice-president 
Bill Frampton welcomed members and declared 
the green open. 

The traditional opening ‘Spider’ (nearest wood 
to a bottle of whisky in the centre of the green) 
was won by Jackie Warman, who playfully resis¬ 
ted attempts from members to open her prize. 

The winning mixed rink was skipped by presi¬ 
dent Gwladys, ably assisted by Bill Frampton, 



ABOVE: President Gwladys Hayes with 
vice-president Bill Erampton at the 
opening day at the Murch Bowling Club. 


Maurice Warman and Myra Rice. 

At the splendid post match buffet, provided by 
members, club captain Gus Santavy presented 
plaques to the winning rink. 

Opening day festivities behind them, the ladies 
started their bowls programme with a ‘friendly’ 
encounter against Barry Athletic, narrowly losing 
by three shots, 43-46. 

Gloria Perry and Cynthia Tranter skipped their 
rinks to 17-12 and 17-14 wins respectively, but 
skip Belinda Price’s quartet went down 9-20. 

This game was followed hy an afternoon 
Glamorgan League game against the ladies from 
Windsor Penarth, which resulted in a 55-44 win for 
the Murch ladies, with Gloria Perry and Judy Fudge 
skipping their rinks to 19-13 and 23-13 wins, while 
Cynthia Tranter’s ‘four’ succumbed 13-18. 

Further successes were registered against 
Pontyclun (friendly) 78-65, Rumney Gardens 
(Evening League) 40-23 and Penylan (Afternoon 
League) 45-41. 

The Murch men began their programme with 
three friendly games, winning against St Joseph’s, 
drawing against Cardiff Masonics and losing against 
Barry Romilly. 

However, no wins were recorded in the first three 
cup and league games. 

In an Alliance game, Murch went down 38-48 
against Barry Plastics, Cadoxton were victorious 99- 
52 in a South Vale A team competition, while Barry 
Romilly succeeded by 75-50 in a Munro Cup game. 


James Tudor notches 150th 
between-the-flags triumph 


C OWBRIDGE’S James Tudor 

chalked-up his 150th win between- 
the-flags when winning the 2m 5f 
maiden race at the recent Vale of 
Aylesbury Point-To-Point Steeplechases. 

He was on the Alan Hill-trained Sir Ronan, 
who won by 10 lengths from Mirage Prince. 

Tudor (26), rode his first winner, Mecca 
Prince, at a West Wales meeting in 2000 and 
only three other Welshmen have ridden more. 

He has also ridden around 20 winners under 
rules, and he later took the intermediate on More 
Trouble. 

Of the three Welsh riders who have ridden 
more winners, two of them are from the Vale. 

They are the legendary John Llewellyn, who 
rode a total of 270 winners, and Evan Williams, 
who notched-up 198 winners before hanging-up 
his riding boots. 

Carmarthen’s Dai Jones bagged his 200th 
winner earlier this season. 

All three of the Vale’s riders have won the 
national riders’ championship title. Llewellyn 
won it 1983, Williams in 2002 and Tudor in the 


Ten shots in 
three ends see 
Athletic home 


ATROCIOUS con¬ 
ditions greeted 
Barry Athletic’s 
first team in their 
opening WBA 
Carruthers Shield 
qualifier at 

Bridgend Municipal 
on Saturday. 

Persistent rain and a 
bitterly cold wind made 
it a difficult afternoon for 
both teams, but the 
Athletic coped reason¬ 
ably well and scraped 
home by six shots, win¬ 
ning 71-65. 

Two Athletic rinks 
went down narrowly, 
while Glyn Thomas’ rink 
managed a 14-14 tie. 

Dean Rees’ rink pro¬ 
vided the match winning 
touch in real style and ran 
out victors by 23-11 to 
ensure an overall victory. 

Dean’s squad ended 
with a tremendous flour¬ 
ish - rattling up 10 valu¬ 
able shots in the closing 
three ends. Garry Gane, 
Mike Vaughan and Geoff 
Whittaker were the sup¬ 
porting cast in Dean’s 
line-up. 

The Athletic senior 
squad, captained this sea¬ 
son by DK Williams, 


have displayed encourag¬ 
ing form in all their early 
games and must now 
maintain their winning 
sequence when continu¬ 
ing their WBA pro¬ 
gramme this weekend, 
with a home game 
against Maesteg Welfare. 

Barry Athletic’s sec¬ 
ond string raised the cur¬ 
tain on the PG2 front 
with a 10-4 win against 
Penarth Rectory Road at 
Barry Island - a good 
start for new captain Eric 
Booker. 

Ivor Stevenson 

skipped his rink to a mn- 
away 34-10 triumph that 
clinched the match. 

Scores: Barry Athletic 
at Bridgend Municipal: J 
Horgan, J Beanland, G 
Humphreys, R Horgan 
16, H Jenkins, T Jones, 
M Jones, D Stephens 20. 
D Evans, JR Evans, DK 
Williams, G Thomas 14, 
D Job, N Walker, B 
Goddard, A Hunter 14. 
G Gane, M Vaughan, G 
Whittaker, D Rees 23, M 
Darra, A Davies, E 
Murphy, K Adams 11. D 
Snelling, M Eskins, JP 
Donovan, C Blake 18, P 
Anderson, G Caldwell, S 
Rees, D Vincent 20. 

CLIVE PHILLIPS 


I by BRIAN LEE | 

2006/07 season. 

At the mid-week Weston & Banwell meeting at 
Cothelstone, Rhys Hughes, assistant trainer to 
Aberthin trainer Tim Vaughan, landed the men’s 
open race on Steve Whistance’s Overlut, who was 
winning for the fifth time this season. 

The French-bred Overlut, who went off the 13- 
8 favourite, scored by 15 lengths from Tyneham 
who, like the winner, was bidding for a three- 
timer. 

The Llangeinor mare Lady Myfanwy brought 
her season’s tally of wins to six when coming 
home five lengths ahead of The Bandit in the 
ladies’ open race. 

This game mare has an outside chance of 
equalling the 10 wins of another Llangeinor-qual- 
ified mare Chesnut Annie, who heads the list of 
leading point-to-pointers in the country. 

Ogmore’s Nick Williams, riding Mrs B F 
Bowditch’s Lockerley Man, won a division of the 
open maiden, getting home by a neck from 
Mayfair Tambourine and James Stephens was 
successful in the restricted on Berkeley Court, 
who won by a length and a half from Ewar Finch. 

The South Wales point-to-point season is draw¬ 
ing to a close and enthusiasts have just the 
Gelligaer Farmers’ fixture at Lower Machen on 
Saturday, May 23, and the Countryside Alliance 
Club meeting (Wales) at Bonvilston on Bank 
Holiday Monday, May 25. Both meetings have a 
2pm start. 

The open race at the Gelligaer will be a mixed 
open, but the Countryside Alliance meeting will 
stage a men’s open and a ladies’ open race. 


Cowbridge squash 
club ends the 
season on a high 

THE squash season in Cowbridge ended 
with a presentation night in the rugby 
club with an excellent attendance. 

Club chairman Clive Prigg presented the prizes 
and commented on what was the club’s most suc¬ 
cessful season since its inauguration 35 years ago. 

Promotion for the men’s A team and men’s B 
team, and the winning of the South Glamorgan Cup, 
were the highlights of the team performances. 

The men’s championship was retained by Nick 
Guard, who beat Jon Bisson in the final. 

Nick has also been selected to represent his coun¬ 
try in the men’s masters tournament. 

Niall Sloan has just been awarded his level one 
coaching badge and, with Julie Clode, who is a level 
two coach, heads up the rapidly expanding junior 
section, which has been granted a silver award for 
coaching from Squash Wales! 

So we look forward to an even more successful 
season starting in September, when the men’s A team 
will battle it out with the ‘big boys’ in the south 
Wales leagues and the A team take on the best in 
south Glamorgan. 

Junior coaching continues throughout the sum¬ 
mer, any enquiries for junior or senior membership, 
contact Clive Prigg on 01446 773729. 


BARRY FUN RUN WILL HELP 
FAMILIES FROM ACROSS WALES 


REGISTRATIONS are 
already pouring in for the 
first ever Ty Hafan Barry 
Island Fun Run, and the 
family hospice for young 
lives is encouraging 
would-be participants to 
get their entry forms in 
early, so as not to be dis¬ 
appointed, as places are 
limited to 500. 

The event, which takes place 
on May 31 and has replaced the 
annual Barry Waterfront 5K 
Run, has now been made more 
family-friendly by taking it off 
road and shortening the distance 
to 3.5K, which can be run or 
walked according to age and 
ability. 

“Making it a family event has 
opened it up to a much wider 
age group and the day promises 


to be a lot of fun,” said event 
organiser Alan Drury. 

The funds raised through tak¬ 
ing part in the run will enable Ty 
Hafan to continue offering its 
services to life-limited children, 
young people and their families, 
from across Wales, although 
many come from the local area. 

Families like the O’Neils, 
whose 11-year-old son James has 
been spending time at Ty Hafan 
for the past eight years. 

James has cerebral palsy and 
is one of four siblings aged 
between five and 13-years-old. 
His eldest brother has the condi¬ 
tion ADHD (attention 
deficit/hyperactivity disorder). 

“Knowing that James can go 
to Ty Hafan is nothing short of a 
life-line for me,” said mum 
Michelle. 

“When he is there I know he is 
receiving the very best of care 


and it means that I can give more 
attention to the other boys.” 

One of the first groups to reg¬ 
ister were Eagles Kick Boxing 
Club from Barry, who have a 
team of around 20 runners taking 
part, and they are hoping that 
other groups and families will 
take up the fun-filled challenge 
too. 

You can get involved today by 
contacting Alan Drury on 029 
2067 2067 or visit 
WWW. ty hafan. org/events. 

All entrants will receive a free 
goodie bag and race souvenir 
when they cross the finish line, 
and individuals raising £30 or 
more in sponsorship will also 
receive a free commemorative t- 
shirt. 

Entry is £7 for adults, £3.50 
for children (under-16 years old) 
or just £17.50 for a family of four 
(two adults and two children). 
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VALE ROAD 
WORKS REPORT 


Dock View Road at its 
junction with 

Thompson Street, 
Barry - ongoing tempo¬ 
rary traffic signals, to 
allow construction work 
on the adjacent foot¬ 
bridge over the railway 
line. 

Town Mill Road, 
Cowbridge - daytime 
temporary traffic signals 
to allow Western Power 
Distribution to install a 
new cable, May 26-29 
(half term week). 

Ty Hafan Run, Barry 
Island, Sunday, May 
31: Station Approach 


road (between Breaksea 
Drive and Friars Road), 
Friars Road (between 
Station Approach and 
Paget Road) and Paget 
Road (between the un¬ 
named road that leads to 
the sports ground and its 
cul-de-sac end) will be 
closed to vehicles 
between 7.30am-1pm to 
allow the event to take 
place. 

Victorian Fay re, 

Saturday, June 20 - var¬ 
ious roads in Llantwit 
Major town centre will 
be closed between 8am- 
6pm. 


Don’t let a scratch on your 
car put a dent in your pocket! 

Stone chips, scratches and bumper scuffs can 
now be repaired same day at your convenience 
and at a fraction of ‘Body Shop’ costs. 

/ Bumper Scuffs / Paint Scratches 
/ Stone Chips / Alloy Wheels 

2 YEAR GUARANTEE _ 

For your no obligation quote, 
call your local operator 
FULLY MOBILE 
Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 
01446 771727 


/ ^ % 




BUYING A 
NEW 


Advertise your 
old one with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 




www.^ ^vanhire.co.uk 

• CDW (Collision Damage Waiver) 
from £ 10 per day 

• House Removal 
Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Toyota,VW, 

Zafiras, Saab Estates) 

• People Carriers (VWTourans, 

VW Caraveles,Transit Tourneau, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Full RAC Cover 

• Tippers 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 
- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available , 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions ^ 
apply) 

• Book Online 

hire@wicl<vanhire.co.uk 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £25.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 



We meet by accident... 



BODY 

REPAIRS 

LIMITED 


Special offer 
£50.00 Cash Back 

Every customer who has an insurance repair carried 
out by Motorvation will receive a £50.00 reduction on 
their insurance excess. If there is no excess to pay 
or the accident was not your fault you will receive 
£50.00 cash back. Retail invoices will be discounted 
by 10% with this advert. 


Know your rights! 
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Motorvation Body Repairs Ltd 
Collision House 
Cheapside 

Bridgend Industrial Estate 

Bridgend 

CF31 SUN 

Telephone: 0844 8550 180 
Fax: 0844 8550 190 

E-mail: info@motorvation.net 
Web: www.motorvation.net 


Approved and trained by: 


In case you were not aware, it is your legal right to 
decide which company repairs your car, whether the 
insurance claim is your fault or not. You do not have to 
go where you are told and have your car repaired; it’s 
your pride and joy and it’s your choice. 

Sometimes, accidents happen whether it is a minor 
scrape in a car park or a more serious bump which 
leads to an insurance claim. Cost should not be the 
priority in repairing your vehicle. 

We offer: 

•Paintless dent removal from £45.00 

•Plastic repairs 

•Wheel refurbishment inc. wheel balance from £85.00 

•Tyres and wheel balancing 

•Electronic four wheel alignment from £75.00 

•Glass repair and replacement 

•Air conditioning service & maintenance from £85.00 

•Valet service from £45.00 

•Cabriolet roof refurbishment from £200.00 

All quoted prices are plus VAT 

Don’t forget!!! We carry out all aspects 
of Accident Repair and Paintwork to 
ALL makes of vehicle. 
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...we part as friends 
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EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SMOCKS • BRAKES • DISCS • MOTS • ALLOY WHEELS 
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THE PRICE WE QUOTE 15 PRICE YOU RAY • ALL OUR PRICES IPJCLUDE WKLVE. BALATiCE. FnTWG. VAT 6 CASING DISF>OSAL! 
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Buying a new 

You’ve never had it 




Look at these 
incredible 
offers on 
selected new 
Ford now at 
D.G. Weaver! 



SAVE UP TO 

^OFF^ 

LIST PRICES!! I £700 


EQUIPMENT 
UP TO 


PLUS 

£1000 

FINANCE 
DEPOSIT 
ALLOWANCE 

available on selected new 
Ford Registrations! 

UNTIL 30TH JUNE 2009, TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. _ 

Contact us now to find out more! 


n 




so good!!! 


SCRAPPAGE 

ALLOWANCE 

WORTH 

£2000 

OFF LIST PRICE!* 


n 


WHEN YOU 
FINANCE THRU 
FORD CREDIT 
WITH RATES 
FROM 

3.9% 

APR 

TYPICAL! 


You’ll be 
fine in ‘09! 







09 REG. NEW SHAPE 

FIESTA SDR 


09 REG. NEW SHAPE 

KA 


BEST VALUE FORD DEALS! 


08 PLATE KA 
ZETEC CLIMATE 


57 PLATE 
KA STYLE 


FROM 


08 PLATE FIESTA » 
STYLE 5DR 


08 PLATE FIESTA™-“' 
ZETEC BLUE 


07 PLATE FIESTA « 
ZETEC CLIMATE 


08 PLATE FCCUS® 
TITANIUM 


58 PLATE 
FOCUS CC1 


56 PLATE M0NDE0™-“' 
2.0 TDCI EDGE 



Many more in stock, inc diesel, automatics & Estates 


BEST BUYS! • LOW MILEAGES! • UNBEATABLE VALUE IN FORD! 

vwwv.dgweaver.CO.ulc for more great offers! 


Contact our sales team for details of this month’s promotion 




Limited Normal opening hours: 9am-7pm Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Saturday 10am-4pm Sunday I Ton Pentre 

200 Gelli Road, 
Rhondda, CF41 7LU 

Tel: 01443 425140 


Visit us online at v\^v\/v\/.clgweaver.oo.uk 


Llandow 

Penllyne Way, 

Vale Business Park, CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 776600 


* Details of government sorappage soheme available on request. Models shown for illustration purposes only, these offers oannot be used in oonjunotion with any other advertised offers. Part exohange negotiable. Piioes quoted for oash or finanoe. Terms and oonditions apply Subjeot to status. Finanoe offer via Barolay loan! 
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CONVERTIBLES 


EXECUTIVE/SPORTS 


BMW/MINI 


55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 5-dr Hatchback in sapphire black moire anthracite interior, cd, alloy wheels, 

a/c, only39,160 miles.£10,995 

55 BMW 320Cd 2.0 TD Sport 2-dr coupe in titanium silver with black suede interior, shark fin aerial, cd, steer¬ 
ing wheel mounted controls, rear parking sensors, only 39,446 miles.£13,995 

02 BMW 3 Series 2.0 318ti SE Compact Hatchback 3-dr. In jet black with anthracite interior, parking sensors, 
multifunction steering wheel, cd, climate control, electric windows and mirrors, only 79,181 miles.£4,995 

51 BMW 2.0 318i Touring 5-dr Estate. In steel blue with jacquard grey interior, rear parking sensors, trip com¬ 
puter, CD, alloy wheels, only 69,830 miles .£5,995 

02 PORSCHE Boxster S 3.2 2-dr convertible in brilliant silver with black leather interior, 18inch sport design I 
alloy wheels, wind deflector, heated seats, only 38,850 miles.£14,995 

52 VOLVO C70 2.0T Convertible 2-dr. In Silver with beige leather upholstery, air con, electric windows and 

mirrors, CD, alloy wheels, only 63,125 miles.£6,995 

05 MGTF 1.6 115 Convertible In ignition blue, rear glass screen, alloy wheels, CD, only 18,025 miles . .£5,995 
T MAZDA MX5 1.8i 2-dr Convertible 10th Anniversary Limited Edition. In metallic blue with blue/black Interi¬ 
or, alloy wheels, CD, alarm, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 42,422 miles.£5,495 

03 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8 Petrol 150bhp. In black, with biscuit leather interior, alloy wheels, CD, heated seats, 

only 32,000 miles.£9,995 

53 MG TF Convertible 1.8 135 16v 2-dr. In metallic silver with dark interior, alloy wheels, CD, 

only 22,723 miles.£4,495 

06 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Sport 5-dr hatchback in steel grey with grey interior, cd, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, 

only 56,325 miles.£8,995 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0 Titanium X 5-dr Hatchback in stardust silver with half blackk leather interior, quick clear I 

front screen, 18 inch alloy wheels, heated front seats, cd, only 21,445 miles .£7,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi 5-dr hatchback in panther black with Humy dark flint interior, cd, alloy wheels, air con, 
front fogs, only 27,325 miles .£7,995 

55 VOLVO S40 2.0 Diesel in amethyst with ivory leather interior, cd, alloy wheels, cruise control, sunroof, electric 

seats, only 34,255 miles.£9.995 

54 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi Premium Coupe. In crystal silver with Montreal black leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, alloy wheels, immobiliser, deadlocks, alarm, CD, only 27,953 miles.£8,995 

54 ROVER 75 Tourer 2.0 CDTi Connoisseur SE 5-clr Estate Automatic. In Cimarron Greem with black leather 

interior, walnut dash and steering wheel, alloy wheels, rear parking sensors, only 48,180 miles .£6,995 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6S 3-dr Coupe in smart silver with dark interior, air con, cd, alloy wheels, alarm, only 

46,770 miles .£5,495 

53 MERCEDES S350 Automatic 3.7 Petrol 4-dr Saloon. In brilliant silver with black leather, automatic climate 
control, walnut wood trim, sat nav, heated seats, CD, front and rear parking sensors, alloy wheels, full Mercedes 
service history, only 78,700 miles.£12,995 

52 AUDI A4 SE 2.0 Petrol 4-dr Saloon Automatic. In Crystal Blue with phoenix cloth interior, parking sensors 

on front and rear, air con, CD, alloy wheels, electric windows, only 55,560 miles.£5,995 

57 FORD Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. In apple green with Cascade indigo interior, climate control, 

alloy wheels, CD, body coloured bumpers, heated front screen, only 3,873 miles .£5,995 

07 FORD Fusion Zetec Climate 1.4 5-dr Hatchback. In metallic tango red with onyx dream interior, alloy wheels, 

chrome front grille surround, front fog lights, trip computer, air con, only 10,870 miles.£6,995 

07 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr Hatchback in aluminium silver with Madison graphite interior, air con, cd, elec¬ 
tric front windows, only 9,120 miles .£6,495 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr Hatchback. In metallic black with dark interior, alloy wheels, CD, body I 

coloured bumpers, front electric windows, only 19,005 miles .£6,495 

07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Active 5-dr Hatchback. In chemical gray with drop blue black interior, central lock¬ 
ing, CD, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 22,120 miles .£5,795 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback in tonic blue with tungsten/denim interior, air con, alloy I 

wheels, quick clear screen, cd, front fogs, only 24,250 miles .£6,495 

06 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 3-dr Hatchback. In onyx black with madison grey interior, air con, alloy wheels, CD, low 

insurance, only 14,545 miles.£5,995 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v Dynamique 3-dr Hatchback. In odyssey blue with jacquard black interior, front fogs, 

alloy wheels, CD, only 35,870 miles.£5,995 

56 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 12v Urban 3-dr Hatchback. In Raven black with black matrix interior, electric windows, 

CD, colour coded bumpers, only 16,465 miles .£5,995 

06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 16v SXi 3-dr Hatchback. In pomegranite red with Duke charcoal interior, alloy wheels, 

CD, immobiliser, power steering, front electric windows, only 3,480 miles.£5,495 

05 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Urbis 5-dr Hatchback. In Grey with dark grey interior, rear parking sensors, CD, alloy I 

wheels, only 12,215 miles .£5,495 

04 RENAULT Clio 1.5dCi Dynamique 5-dr hatchback in Odyssey met blue with jacquard black interior, sunroof, 
alloyt wheels, air con, alarm, cd, only 31,538 miles .£4,995 

53 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Ghia 5-dr Hatchback in moondust silver with bussac ebony interior, air con, cd, alloy I 

wheels, colour coded, bumpers, only 43,745 miles.£4,995 

03 TOYOTA Yaris GS 1.0L Petrol 5-dr. In dark green, with grey interior, central locking, CD, 

only 63,500 miles.£3,995 

02 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v Privilege 5-dr Hatchback. In Nordic green with vertigo grey interior, air con, 5 belted 

seats, body coloured bumpers, power steering, only 38,940 miles.£3,995 

04 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-dr Hatchback. In breeze blue with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 5 belted seats, 

steering wheel audio mounted controls, only 56,321 miles.£3,495 

02 FORD KA 1.3 Hatchback in Blue with blue interior, pas, insurance group 2, only 58,587 miles, . . . .£2,495 


FAMILY SELECTION 


56 TOYOTA AurisT3 D-4D. In Ixion Blue Mica, with anthracite interior, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers. 

trip .computer, shift indicator, only 12,700 miles .£9,995 

07 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8TDCi in moon dust silver with rack ebony interior, quick clear front screen, 

air con, alloy wheels, only 19,200 miles .£8,995 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 5-dr Hatchback Automatic. In aquarius blue with cubical ebony interior, air 

con, cruise control, quick clear screen, only 26,900 miles.£7,995 

05 HONDA Civic SE 1.7 CDTi 5-dr Hatchback. In magnetic blue with hatch black interior, body coloured I 

bumpers, alloy wheels, CD, only 50,300 miles .£6,495 

04 FORD Focus C-Max 2.0TDCi Ghia MPV. In moondust silver with Linea ebony interior, alarm, cruise con¬ 
trol,CD, alloy wheels, only 54,290 miles.£5,995 

03 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique 5-dr in met Hessian with charcoal grey interior, panoramic roof, air 

con, cd, auto lights, electric windows front and rear, 56,752 miles.£3,995 

04 FORD Mondeo 1.8 Mistrial 5-dr. In Tonic Blue with majestic ebony upholstery, air con, central locking, CD, 

alloy wheels, only 61,165 miles .£3,995 

04 MG ZR+ 1.4 3-dr. In metallic grey with half leather interior, electric windows, air con, alloy wheels, CD, only 

63,335 miles .£3,995 

03 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8i 16v Design 5-dr MPV in sapphire black with Texas charcoal interior, 7-seats, air con, 

cd, roof bas with bike fixings, only 56,300 miles.£3,995 

03 RENAULT Megane 1.6 16v Dynamique 5-dr. In metallic Hessian with charcoal grey interior, panoramic roof, 

air con, CD, auto lights, electric windows front and rear, 56,752 miles.£3,995 

02 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6i SX 5-dr MPV in violet blue with beige interior, air con, cd, five belted seats, 

only 48,500 miles.£2,995 

Y PEUGEOT 206 1.6GLX 5-dr. In metallic blue with dark interior, air con, front fogs, only 64,000 miles.. £2,995 


01446 720044 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


04 04 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-dr Hatchback. In^ 

breeze blue with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 5 belt¬ 
ed seats, steering wheel audio mounted controls, only 
56,321 miles.£3,495 j 


07 07 FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Active 5-dM 
Hatchback. In chemical gray with drop blue black inte¬ 
rior, central locking, CD. immobiliser, body coioured 
bumpers, only 22,120 miles.£5,795 


7 


N 


-Av 


06 06 FORD Focus 1.8 TDCi 5-dr hatchback^ 

in panther black with Humy dark flint interior, 
cd, alloy wheels, air con, front fogs, only 27,325 
miles.£7,995 


03 53 MG TF Convertible 1.8 135 16v 2-dr. In^ 

met silver with dark interior, alloy wheels, CD, only 
22,723 miles .£4,4''*^ 


05 55 VOLVO S40 2.0 Diesel in amethyst with ivory 
leather interior, cd, alloy wheels, cruise control, sun¬ 
roof, electric seats, only 34,255 miles.£9.995 


A 


^03 53 MERCEDES S350 Automatic 3.7 Petrol 4-dr^ 
Saloon. In brilliant silver with black leather, automat¬ 
ic climate control, walnut wood trim, sat nav, heated 
seats, CD, front and rear parking sensors, alloy 
wheels, full Mercedes service history, only 78,700 
, miles.£12,995 . 




^08 57 FORD Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate 3-dr Hatchback. 

In apple green with Cascade indigo interior, climate 
control, alloy wheels, CD, body coloured burnpers, 
heated front screen, only 3,873 miles.£5,995 


02 02 CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6i SX 5-dr MPV in 

violet blue with beige interior, air con, cd, five belted 
seats, only 48,500 miles.£2,995 


Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 
View our stock online 


I Finance avaiiabie subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age.j 
Written quotations avaiiabie on request. 

Guarantees may be required. 


visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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53 MINI Cooper S in met black with 
black leather trim, 65,000 miles with 
pan-roof.£7,995 



04 MINI 1.6 Convertible in yellow, 
39,000 miles.£8,995 



81 MGB Roadster in gunmetal grey 
with light grey leather trim. Nut and bolt 
restoration. On offer at.£6,995 



56 LEXUS iS 250 SEL (New Shape) 
Automatic. In met. red with cream 
leather, 17,000 miles .£17,995 
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CONVERTIBLES 


JAGUAR XKR Convertible. In met silver with ivory leather, 61,000 miles with 20” alloys etc.£11,995 

PEUGEOT 307 Convertible 2.0 Sport in met grey with black leather, 10,000 miles .£10,995 

BMW 318Ci Convertible In metallic blue with navy hood, 52,000 miles with multi cd, upgraded alloys .£8,995 

MIN11.6 Convertible In yellow, 39,000 miles.£8,995 

MGB Roadster in gunmetal grey with light grey leather trim. Nut and bolt restoration, on offer at.£6,995 

MERCEDES SLK 230 Auto. Silver, black leather trim, 76k miles, looks and drives superb. REDUCED BY £100070 £6,995 

BMW Z3 1.8 In topaz blue, with blue roof and leather trim, 63,000 miles, fantastic value at.£5,495 

MG TF 1.8 in met silver with charcoal leather trim and navy soft top, low mileage example at only.£4,995 

MAZDA MX5 1.8. Met green with beige leather trim, 65,000 miles, host of extras .£4,995 

MGTF 1.8 (135) In met, blue, 25,000 miles, superb example at .£4,695 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


BMW 320 SE In met -silver, 9,000 miles, fantastic savings against new at.£17,995 

LEXUS iS 250 SEL (New Shape) Automatic. In met. red with cream leather, 17,000 miles.£17,995 

MERCEDES E320CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In tanzania with grey leather trim, 61,000 miles, 

Full panoramic roof. REDUCED BY £50070 £12,995 

BMW 118 Diesel Sport In silver with charcoaci trim, 27,000 miles, fsh.£12,995 

MERCEDES C220 CDi SE Sport Coupe Auto. In smoke silver, 58,000 miles. REDUCED BY £100070 £10,995 

BMW 530 SE Automatic In met silver with full black leather trim, full specification executive saloon at .£9,995 

JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel in light blue met with grey half-leather trim, 71,000 miles, . REDUCED BY £100070 £7,995 

BMW 320 Diesel Sport Touring in met grey with black leather trim, f antastic value at.£7,995 

MINI Cooper S in met black with black leather trim, 65,000 miles with pan-roof .£7,995 

MINI Cooper in met silver with black roof and half leather trim, low mileage example with full glass roof .£7,695 

MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport 3.0 Auto Warrior in black, 41,000 miles .£6,995 

MERCEDES C200 Kompressor 6-speed in black, 46,000 miles with cd, alloys, etc . REDUCED BY £1000 70 £6,995 

MERCEDES C240 Avant Garde Auto in met blue, low mileage example at.£5,995 

LAND ROVER 1.8 Freelander 1.8 Serengeti 5-Dr. In black, 57,000 miles, usual extras.£5,495 

BMW 520 SE Auto In met blue with grey trim, 18” alloys etc.£2,695 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS FROM £1,995 


07 PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi S/W in ice blue with full panoramic roof, high spec diesel estate at .£7,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel T-Spirit D-4D 5-dr in met silver champagne with black leather trim, 71,000 miles, 

top of the range diesel at only.£6,995 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-dr (new shape) in black, low mileage example at .£6,495 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.5 Diesel Expression Automatic. In met silver, 37,000 miles .£6,495 

06 NISSAN Micra 1.4 SVE Automatic. In met grey, 26,000 miles, fantastic specification . REDUCED BY £50070 £5,995 

06 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S 3-dr in met grey, very desirable hatch at .£5,995 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8T3X in met silver, low mileage family car at only. REDUCED BY £50070 £5,495 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campass 3-dr in silver with cd, a/c, etc.£4,995 

06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 12v Active Black, 12,000 miles only, low insurance, CD, alloys and air con.£4,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 5-dr in silver, 42,000 miles with cd, sunroof, etc .£4,995 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 4. In met. grey, 38,000 miles with CD, alloys.£4,995 

03 CITROEN C8 2.0 HDi SX 7 Seater In Jade metallic, 70,000 miles with electric sliding rear doors .£4,995 

54 FIAT Panda 1.2 Eleganza in met-blue, 52,000 miles with roof rails, CD, A/C.£3,995 

04 SMART CAR Pulse. Red & black, black leather trim, 35,000 miles, full glass roof.£4,995 

52 TOYOTA Yaris 1.5T-Sport 3-dr in smoke silver, 41,000 miles, FSH, superb value at.£4,695 

04 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr in ice blue metallic, 29,000 miles.£4,495 

04 NISSAN Almera 2.2 DCI SE 5-dr. 49,000 miles, superb value diesel at. REDUCED BY £500 70 £4,495 

54 SUZUK11.5 VVTi Ignis Sport. In Met Silver, 50,000 miles, with Recara sports seats, alloys etc.£4,695 

03 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SX 3-Dr. In Black, 61,000 miles with CD, alloys etc.£3,795 

55 FIAT Punto 1.2 Sunroof Special. In blue, very nice example. REDUCED BY £600 70 £3,695 

04 FORD Ka 1.3 Style In Silver, low mileage, local car at.£3,695 

04 DAEWOO Kalos 145X 5-dr. Met blue, 17,000 miles, ideal family hatch, fantastic value .£3,695 

55 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-dr. In black, fantastic value at .£3,495 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti SX 5-dr in silver, 26,000 miles, excellent example at.£3,495 

03 RENAULT Megane 1.4 Dynamique 5-dr in met blue, stylish modern family hatch at .£3,495 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Expression 16v. 3-dr in electric blue, low mileage local car at.£3,495 

52 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 12v. In Red, 21,000 miles with air con, CD etc.£3,495 

02 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Automatic 5-Dr. In met blue, 45,000 miles with climate pack .£3,495 

53 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active 3-Dr. In met red, low mileage, low insurance.£3,295 

02 MG ZR 2.0 Diesel 3-dr in met burgundy, low mileage example at .£3,295 

03 FORD Ka 1.3i. In Blue, 30,000 miles, local car at.£2,995 

53 MG 1.4 ZR 3-dr. In Bright metallic Green, 55,000 miles, low mileage on offer at. REDUCED BY £50070 £2,995 

52 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SXi 3-dr. In met. silver, 69,000 miles, full sports pack plus upgraded alloys.£2,995 

02 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v 4-dr in light metallic blue, 50,000 miles .£2,995 

Y NISSAN Micra 1.0 S 5-dr Automatic. In met-green, only 21,000 miles, 2 lady owners from new.£2,995 

W FORD Puma 1.7 Met silver, 59,000 miles, with a/c, c/d, alloys . REDUCED BY £500 70 £2,495 

Y VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.6 Estate In Silver with privacy glass, roof rails etc. REDUCED BY £500 70 £2,495 

02 DAEWOO Matiz SE in bright met green, 33,000 miles, low insurance.£2,295 

02 DAEWOO Tacuma 1.6 SX in silver, 55,000 miles, a/c, cd.£1,995 


01446 722600 

WARRANTIES BrOQcl Str00t/ Borry (Next to Barry Railway Station) WARRANTIES 



RBC 


FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR 
PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS • CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

vwvw.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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OUR APPROVED SELECTION 


CITROEN Cl 

08 1 .Oi Rhythm 5-door Grey 

08 1 .Oi Rhythm Grey 

08 1 .Oi Cool Special Edition White 

06 l.OiVibe Red 

CITROEN C2 

07 1.1 i Design Block 

56 1.6i 16vCodeSpEds Block 

56 1.6i 16vby LOEBSpEds Red 

06 1.1 i Design Block 

CITROEN C3 

08 1.4i Rhythm Silver 

07 1.4i Pluriel Cote d'Azur Silver 

56 l.li Desire Special Edition Blue 

56 l.liL Red 

06 1.4iSX Gold 

05 1.4i 16v Rhythm Silver 

04 l.liL Red 

CITROEN C4 

08 1.6 HDi 16v VTR Plus EGS Coupe Block 

08 1.6i 16v Exclusive Blue 

56 1.6i 16v VTR Plus Coupe Silver 

56 1.6i 16v SX Auto Hatch Silver 


8,500miles 
5,010miles 
6,503miles 
19,600miles 


21,000miles 

22,106miles 

20,700miles 

23,500miles 


11,325miles 

16,125miles 

19,522miles 

1,534miles 

44,150miles 

30,497miles 

17,421 miles 


15,440miles 
12,010miles 
41,845miles 
23,661 miles 


£7,295 

£6,995 

£6,295 

£5,495 


£6,495 

£7,495 

£7,495 

£5,995 


£7,995 

£6,995 

£5,995 

£5,995 

£5,995 

£5,795 

£4,495 


£11,495 

£9,995 

£6,795 

£6,495 


CITROEN C4 PICASSO 
08 1.6HDiVTR-h Red 

07 Grand 2.0i 16v VTR Silver 

CITROEN C5 

08 2.0HDiVTR-h Grey 

08 1.6HDiVTR+ Silver 

05 2.0i 16v Exclusive Auto Red 

CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE 
09 1.6i 16v VTR estate Silver 

09 1.6i 16v VTR estate Blue 


CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 
08 1.6 HDi 92 VTX Diesel 
07 1.6i 16v Desire Estate 
56 1.6i 16v Desire Estate 
06 1.6 HDi 92 Exclusive 
05 2.0 HDi Exclusive 
05 1.6 HDi no Exclusive 
54 2.0i 16v Exclusive Auto 
03 1.8i 16vSX Estate 

NON APPROVED 
06 Peugeot Verve 1.4 


15,789 miles £12,995 
29,000miles £10,995 


Silver 

Grey 

Silver 

Red 

Blue 

Blue 

Silver 

Beige 


12,973miles 

13,787miles 

53,100miles 


Smiles 

Smiles 


18,000miles 
10,500miles 
18,544miles 
43,338miles 
28,813miles 
26,000miles 
29,000miles 
51,500miles 


£13,495 

£12,995 

£6,995 


£9,495 

£9,495 


Grey 25,000miles 



THE ONLY THING THAT COMES CLOSE TO A NEW CITROEN? ...AN APPROVED USED CITROEN! 

• ONE YEAR’S WARRANTY • HISTORY AND MILEAGE GUARANTEES • TECHNICIAN PREPARATION 

• 30 DAY ‘NO QUIBBLE’ EXCHANGE SCHEME • ONE YEAR’S ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE • THESES BENEFITS WORTH OVER £800! 


ciTROEn ^lec^ 


APPPQVtO ilSIO 


BASSETTS - BRIDGEND 01656 649009 

SOUTH ROAD, BRIDGEND INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRIDGEND, MID GLAMORGAN, CF31 3ULwww.bassettsbridgend.cltroen.co.uk 


Q 





w 



WOFFE^Ha VAUXHALLTIGRA 
-1.4 AIR 

DELIVERY MILES ONLY 


FROM 


£10450 




CRACKING CORSA 
^CLEAROUT!, 

iSSssJ S 



&Save 


^6 MONTHS ROAD TAX! FREE FUEL! 
MOT FOR LIFE! FREE 12 MONTH 
MINIMUM WARRANH! 

JHIS WEEKEND ONLY! WITH THIS ADVERT 


No Gimmicks just good honest bargains from FRF! 



FROM 


1 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1 TWIN TOP 1.6 AIR 

£13599 


08 Corsa 1.2 Breeze 5dr. 

08 Corsa 1.2 Design 3dr. 

08 Corsa 1.2 SXi 3dr. VXR Kit. in Flame Red 
08 Corsa 1.2 SXi Air Con 3dr. 


£7999 

£8699 

£9999 

£7999 


CORSA VXR 1.6 

• In Flame Red 

°‘£1249 



WhV choose * Network Q12 mth warranty • Drive away within 24 hrs 
* • Best part-exchange price paid • Very LOW rate finance 

PPP \/;|ljyk;|ll9 * Full service FREE of charge • 0% finance available on 

rnr YdUAIIdll. . No mot needed for min of 12 mths selectedcars 


QUALITY USED VEHICLES AT GIFT PRICES! 

07 Corsa 1.2 SXi 3dr with a/c . 

. £7499 

57 Astra 1.6 Club 5dr . 

£7999 

08 Zafira 1.9 CDTi Design . 

£10999 

57 Astra 1.9 SRi 150 CDTi . 

£10599 

56 Tigra 1.4 Convertible . 

£9499 

06 Astra Twin Top 1.6 Sport . 

£10999 

SAAB AT BRIDGEND 

07/57 9-3 1.8 Ipt Vector Sport Est. 

. £11495 

07/57 9-3 1.9 Tid 150 Vector Sport auto . 

. £12495 

07/57 9-3 1.9 Tid 150 Vector Sport, nav. 

. £13495 

Over 201 owner SAAB Vehicles on Sale NOW!! | 


^DIESEL CORSA 

Corsa 1.3 CDTi Breeze 5dr 


Corsa 1.3 CDTi SXi 3dr AirCon 


only £8495 


only £9499 


only £9499 


Corsa 1.3 CDTi Design 3dr 



' In Star Silver 


only £829 



Finance example: Cost price £7,999. Deposit £3,999. Balance £4,000. Total Interest £1,698.20. 60 monthly 
repayments of £89.97. (Document and purchase fees apply). Total amount payable £9,697.20. Subject to 
status and terms of agreement Written quotations are available on request 

All illustrated deals are non part exchange. * These finance offers are only available on FRF finance, t Amount of fuel 


16 


• LOW RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACK AVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELEaED FINANCE OFFERED • CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH! 

Buying with Confidence From Your Main Vauxhall Dealer 


FRF Bridgend 

www.frfmotorgroup.co.uk 


Western Avenue, Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend 

Sale Hotline 
08456 209779 


NetworkO 

Used cars you can rely on 
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mazDa 




_ 




Now available 
with typical 0% APR^ 
with 50% deposit required. 

The stunning all-new MazdaS is here. It's the next-generation Mazda 
that combines expressive design with inspired engineering. It's a 
statement of individuality; the perfect choice for those who want to stand 
out from the crowd. It's a car for those who prefer to zig when others 
zag; for those with a passion for design and a love of pure driving. 

Lead, don't follow. Be one of the first to experience the thrill of the 
all-new MazdaS for yourself by booking your test drive now. 




X 


1P 



1T> 


To take a test drive contact us at: 

VICTORIA PARK MAZDA 
Hadfield Road, Cardiff CFll 8AQ 
Freephone: 0800 021 4384 
www.victoriaparkmazda.co.uk 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the MazdaS range: Urban 21.4 (13.2) - 48.7 (5.8), 

Extra Urban 37.7 (7.5) - 74.3 (3.8), Combined 29.4 (9.6) - 62.8 (4.5). CO 2 emissions (g/km) 224 -119. 

Retail sales only. Subject to availability at participating dealers only on vehicles registered between 1 April 2009 and 30 June 2009. +0% finance available on Mazda Conditional Sale on all-new MazdaS models. Finance subject 
to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantees/Indemnities may be reguired. Mazda Financial Services RH11SR. Model shown; All-new MazdaS 1.6 5dr TS^ OTR £15,500. Model shown features 
optional metallic paint (£385) and accessories available at additional cost. 
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Feel the difference 


Feel the difference 


RIGHT CAR, RIGHT PRICE, RIGHT PEOPLE! 




09 09 FOCUS CC 3 2.0 Panther black, 
cream leather, climate control 


1 06 06 VAUXHALL AstraTwin Top 1.6 Design | 

Alloys, a/c, cd, star silver 




01 51 CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.0 Ltd 5-dr 

a/c, cd, full leather 


08 08 C-MAX 1.8TDCI Zetec 5-dr MPV. 

a/c, cd 




08 08 FOCUS 1.6 TDCI Style 

a/c, cd, alloys, vision blue 


08 New Shape 58 FIESTA 1.25 Zetec 5-dr. 

B/tooth, cd, alloys, a/c 


FORD 


08 08 KA 1.3i Zetec Climate 3-dr. a/c, cd, alloys, 1 only .£5995 

06 06 KA 1.3i Collection 3-dr. cd, c/I.£4495 

08 58 New Shape FIESTA 1.25 Zetec 5-dr. B/tooth, cd, alloys, a/c . .£10495 

08 57 FIESTA 1.4 TDCI Zetec Climate 3-dr. Alloys, a/c cd £35 tax . . .£7695 

06 56 FIESTA 1.4 TDCI Style 5-Dr. cd, e/w, £35 to tax.£6695 

06 06 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec 3-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd, quickclear.£5695 

05 05 FIESTA 1.4 TDCI Zetec Climate 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd .£5695 

04 54 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr. a/c, cd, electrics .£4495 

08 08 FUSION 1.4 TDCI Plus 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd .£8795 

08 58 FOCUS 1.6 TDCI Style Estate 5-dr. a/c, cd, electrics.£10995 

08 08 FOCUS1.8TDCiZetec5-Dr. a/c, cd, alloys.£10495 

08 08 FOCUS 1.8 Zetec TDCI 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd, electrics.£10495 

08 08 FOCUS 1.8 Titanium 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£10495 

08 08 FOCUS 1.6 Titanium 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd, privacy glass.£9995 

08 08 FOCUS 1.6 TDCI Style 5-dr. a/c, cd, electrics.£9995 

07 57 FOCUS 1.8 Style 5-dr. Sports pack, a/c, cd .£7995 

06 06 FOCUS1.6LX5-dr.a/c,cd, electrics .£6295 

06 56 FOCUS 1.6 LX Estate 5-dr. a/c, cd, electrics .£5795 

05 55 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 4-dr. Alloys, a/c, park assist.£6495 

05 55 FOCUS 2.0 TDCI Ghia 4-dr. Alloys, a/c, park assist .£6995 

05 05 FOCUS 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-dr. a/c, alloys, cd.£5995 

04 04 FOCUS 1.8 Ghia Estate, a/c, cd, electrics .£4995 

04 04 FOCUS 1.6 Ghia 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£4495 

02 02 FOCUS1.6CL5-dr.cd, park assist.£3495 

00 X FOCUS1.6LX5-Dr. a/c, cd, alloys.£2495 

08 08 C-MAX 1.8 TDCI Zetec 5-dr. Sport pack, a/c, cd.£10995 

08 57 C-MAX 1.8 TDCI Titanium 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£10995 

06 06 C-Max 1.6 TDCi Zetec a/c, cd, alloys .£6995 

06 06 C-MAX 1.6 TDCI Zetec 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd .£6995 

06 06 C-MAX 1.6 Zetec 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£6995 

06 56 M0NDE0 2.2TDCiST(155PS)a/c, cd, alloys .£8995 

05 05 MONDEO 2.0 TDCi 130 LX 5-dr. a/c, cd, cruise .£5995 

05 05 MONDEO 1.8 LX 5-dr. a/c, cd, cruise.£4995 

05 05 MONDEO 2.0 TDCi LX. a/c, cd, 130ps, 6-speed.£4495 

07 07 S-MAX 1.8 TDCI LX 5-dr. 7-seats, park assist.£12495 

07 57GALAXY1.8TDCiGhia. a/c, cd, 7seats .£13995 

09 09 FOCUS CC3 2.0. Black, cream leather luxury pack .£15995 

09 09 FOCUS 2.0 TDCI CC2. Alloys, aa/c, cd, 1 only .£14995 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design. Aloys, cd, a/c .£8995 

08 08 FOCUS 1.6 Zetec Auto 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£9995 

08 08 FUSION 1.4 Zetec Auto 5-dr. a/c, cd, alloys.£8995 

08 57 MONDEO 2.3 Edge Estate Auto. Sat nav, park assist .£11995 


08 57 MONDEO 2.0 TDCI Titanium Auto 5-dr. fully loaded .£13995 

06 06 FIESTA 1.6 Ghia 5-dr Auto. Alloys, a/c, cd, full electrics.£7295 

07 07 FUSION 1.6 Auto 5-Dr Zetec. a/c, cd.£7995 

06 06 FUSION 1.6 Zetec Auto 5-dr. a/c, cd, alloys.£7295 

06 06 FOCUS 1.6 LX 5-dr Auto, a/c, cd, electrics .£6495 

06 06 FOCUS 1.6 Sport Estate Auto. Alloys, a/c, cd.£6495 

06 06 C-MAX 2.0 Zetec Auto. Alloys, a/c, cd, choice.£6995 

06 55 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec Climate Auto 3-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd .£6295 

06 55 FOCUS 2.0 Ghia 5-dr Auto. Alloys, cd, cruise .£6995 

06 55 C-MAX 2.0 Ghia Auto 5-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£7295 

99 TVWGolf 1.6 Auto 5-dr. Full electrics .£2495 

08 58 RENAULT Twingo 1.2 16v Dynamique 3-dr. Alloys, a/c.£6995 

08 08VAUXHALLZafira1.6Life5-dr. a/c, cd, electrics.£8495 

08 08 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi 5-dr. Blue, a/c, bluetooth.£7495 

07 57 PEUGEOT 308 1.6S 5-dr. a/c, electrics .£8495 

07 57 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-Dr. a/c, cd .£7995 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Expression 3-dr. a/c, cd.£6495 

07 07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi Life, a/c, electrics, cd .£7995 

07 07 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Sport 5-dr. Alioys, a/c, cd, .£7495 

07 07 VW Fox 1.2S 3-dr. cd, electrics.£5295 

06 56 VWTouran 1.9 TDi S 5-dr. 7 seats, alloys, a/c .£8995 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6Twintop Design, a/c, cd.£8995 

06 06 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T3 3-dr. a/c, cd, electrics .£5995 

06 06 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 HDi MPV Desire. Full electrics.£6495 

06 06 CITROEN Picasso 1.6 HDI Exclusive. Climate, alloys.£6695 

06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXI + 3-dr. Half leather, a/c, cd.£5995 

06 06 NISSAN Note 1.4 SE 5-dr. a/c, cd, alloys.£6495 

06 06 RENAULT Modus 1.4 Dynamique 5-dr. cd, a/c .£4995 

05 55 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Sport 3-dr. Alloys, a/c, cd.£4495 

05 05 RENAULT Scenic 1.9 DCI Dynamique 6-speed, a/c, cd .£6495 

05 54 RENAULT Laguna 1.9 DCI 120PS. a/c, cd, alloys.£4495 

05 54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3 3-dr. a/c, alloys.£4295 

04 54 SKODA 1.2 Fabia 5-dr. a/c, cd, alloys .£4995 

04 54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life 3-dr. cd, electrics, choice.£3995 

04 04 VW Polo 1.2S 3-dr. a/c, cd, electrics.£4295 

03 03 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Look 3-dr. a/c, electrics.£3495 

02 02 PEUGEOT 307 1.4 HDi LX 5-dr. a/c, £35 to tax .£3495 

02 02 RENAULT Laguna 1.8 5-dr Expression, a/c, alloys, cd .£2495 

01 51 CHRYSLER PT Cruiser 2.0 Ltd 5-dr. a/c, cd, leather.£3995 

01 Y MAZDA Premacy 1.8 Atlantis 5-dr. cd, a/c, electrics.£2995 




08 08 FUSION 1.4 Zetec Auto 5-dr 

a/c, cd, alloys, tonic blue 


08 57 MONDEO 2.3 Edge Estate Auto. 

Sat nav, roof rails, park assist, heated seats 


niAV Port Road East, BARRY 

PW Ivllllair 01446 733248 

Opening Times: Weekdays 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday 9am - 5pm • Sunday 10.30am - 5pm 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.PWMILLAR.CO.UK 
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CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 


GOLD HPI 
CHECKED 


FULLY 

VALETED 


MAJORITY 
ONE OWNER 
FSH 


rCREDIT CARDS^ 
ACCEPTED 


FINANCE 

AVAILABLE 


^CARS BOUGHT^ 
FOR CASH 


SHOWROOM 

FACILITIES 


OPEN 7 DAYS 



52 BMW 316 Tl Compact SE. Finished in black, alloys, 
a/c, cd, 72k.£5195 



T FIAT Coupe Turbo 2.0. Finished in speed red, full black 
leather, alloys, a/c, cd 12 disc multichanger, 81k .£2695 








55 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. Finished in performance blue, I 
black leather/sports cloth trim, alloys, a/c, cd, 52k £6795 I 


1 53 VWGolf 1.9 GTTDi (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in met I 
I silver, alloys, a/c, cd, 67k .£6295 | 




PEUGEOT 206 CC 1.6 Alure. Finished in moonstone blue met, alloys, a/c, radio, cd, 28k.£7495 

RENAULT Megane CC 1.9 DCi (Diesel) Dynamique. Finished in met grey, alloys, climate, cd, 50k .£7495 

PEUGEOT 206 CC Quicksilver 1.6. Finished in met silver with Quicksilver trim, alloys, climate control, cd, 38k ... .£6795 
FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury. Finished in tourmallard green met with full magnolia leather trim, alloys, a/c, radio/cd, 2 


lady owners, 31 k . 

PORSCHE Boxster 3.2 S. Finished in black with full grey leather, 18” upgrade alloys, a/c, sports seats, 
cd, electric hood, 60k . 




VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTI (Diesel) (ISObhp) 16v SRI. Met black, full black leather, sports seats, pas, alloys, 

a/c, 25k. 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6 VXR 3-Dr. Finished in met black, half leather, alloys, a/c, cd, sports seats, 23k. 

FIAT Grande Punto Sporting M-Jet 1.9 (Diesei) 3-dr. Finished in black, alloys, a/c, cd, 13k. 

FIAT Punto Grande 1.4 Active Sport 3-Dr. Finished in metallic silver, alloys, cd, pas, c/locking, e/windows . 

AUDI Q7 S-Line S.OTDi (Diesel) Quattro. Finished in met black with black leather/suede interior, 20" alloys, 

climate control, cd, 1 owner, fsh, 28k. 

AUDI A3 SE 1.9TDI (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in black, alloys, climate, cd , 67k. 

BMW 525 SE (Diesel) Auto Finished in met silver with full black Dakota leather, alloys, climate, cd, 1 owner fsh, 55k 
JAGUAR X-Type Sport 2.0 V6 Auto. Finished in black, with biack ieather, alloys, a/c, cd, 1 owner, fsh, 49k ..., 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. Finished in performance blue, black leather/sports cloth trim, alloys, a/c, cd, 52k. 

VW Golf 2.0 GTTDi (Diesel) (140) 5-dr. Finished in met silver, alloys, a/c, radio, cd, multichanger, fsh, 39k . 

PEUGEOT 206 2.0 GTi 180 3-dr. Finished in metallic silver with black leather suede upholstery, sports seats, 

alloys, a/c, multiplay cd, 25k . 

PEUGEOT 206 GTi 1.6 HDi (Diesel) 110 3-dr. Finished in aegean blue with full black leather, sports pack, alloys 

a/c, multiplay cd, 44k. 

VW Golf 1.9 GT TDi (Diesel) 5-Dr. Finished in met silver, alloys, a/c, cd, 67k. 

BMW 316TI Compact SE. Finished in black, alloys, a/c, cd, 72k. 

PEUGEOT 206 GTI 2.0 3-dr. Finished in china blue met, leather/suede interior, pas, alloys, climate, cd . 

PEUGEOT 206 GTI 2.0 3-dr. Finished in met silver, black leather trim, alloys, climate, cd, 36k . 

FIAT Coupe Turbo 2.0. Finished in speed red, full black leather, alloys, a/c, cd 12 disc multichanger, 81k . 


.£5495 


.£10295 
.£10995 
. .£7295 
. .£5295 

.£25995 




NISSAN X-Trail 2.2 DCi (Diesel) SE 5-dr. Finished in black, alloys, a/c, cd, 76k. 

RENAULT Megane Dynamique 1.6 VVTI Sport Tourer. Finished in met greyalloys, a/c, cd, 18k . 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 Design Finished in met silver, twin electric sunroofs, a/c, radio, cd, 16k. 

AUDI Q7 S-Line S.OTDi (Diesel) Quattro. Finished in met black with black leather/suede interior, 20” alloys, 

climate control, cd, 1 owner, fsh, 28k. 

PEUGEOT Partner Totem 1.9D (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in met grey, pas, e/w, a/c. cd, 1 owner, 30k. 

FORD Mondeo LX Estate 2.0TDCi (Diesel). Finished in met black, air con, cd, cruise control, 1 owner, fsh, 54k 

PEUGEOT Partner Totem 1.9 (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in met ice blue, pas, c/I, e/w, cd, 33k. 

MERCEDES ML 270CDi (Diesel) Automatic. Finished in light met blue with full grey leather, alloys, a/c, cd, 49k 

LANDROVER Freelander Sport 2.0 TD4 (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in met green, alloys, a/c, cd, 40k. 

RENAULT Megane Sport Tourer Dynamique 1.9 DCi (Diesel) Estate. Met grey, alloys, climate, cd, fsh, 1 owner 
RENAULT Laguna Expression 2.0 16v Sport Tourer. Finished in met grey, alloys, a/c, cd, electric sunroof, 74k .. 

FORD Focus C-Max 1.8LX 5-dr. Finished in moondust silver, pas, c/I, e/w, a/c, radio, cd, 37k. 

MAZDA 6 2.0D TS (Diesel) Estate. Finished in met blue, alloys, a/c, cdm cruise control, 73k . 

CITROEN Picasso 1.8 SX. Finishged in met grey, pas, c/I, e/w, cd, 37k . 

NISSAN AlmeraTino S 1.8 5-dr. Finished in met silver, pas, c/I, e/w, climate control, 43k. 

VAUXHALL Zafira Elegance 2.2 Auto. Finished in met blue, alloys, a/c, roof rails . 




07/57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTI 16v SRI. Met black, Tull black leather sports seats, pas, alloys, a/c, 25k . 

56 CITROEN C4VTR+ 1.6 5-dr. Finished in met silver, alloys, climate, cd, 24k. 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate T 3-dr. Finished in moondust silver, alloys, climate, cd, 1 owner, 33k . 

06 CITROEN C4 1.4 VT Coupe. Finished in met grey, pas, r/c/l, e/w, cd, 1 owner, fsh, 37k. 

06 PEUGEOT 307 1.6S 5-dr. Finished in black, alloys, a/c, cd, 31 k . 




. .£8995 

03 

.£12495 

03 

. .£7995 

03 

. .£6795 

51 

. .£9795 
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. .£6495 


. .£6295 
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. .£6995 

56 
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. .£5495 
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02 


Y 


Y 

.£10295 


. .£6295 


. .£6295 
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. .£4995 

56 

. .£5995 

05 


03 PORSCHE Boxster 3.2 S. Finished in black with full 
grey leather, 18” upgrade alloys, a/c, sports seats, cd, elec¬ 
tric hood, 60k.£13795 


VOLKSWAGEN Passat SE 2.0 TDi (Diesel) 4-dr. Finished in met blue, alloys, a/c, 6-speed, 1 owner, fsh, 63k.£6795 I 

RENAULT Megane SL Oasis 1.6 5-dr. Finished in black, alloys, air-con, cd, electric sunroof.£5495 I 

TOYOTA Corolla T3 D4D (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in met silver, alloys, a/c, cd, 1 owner, fsh, 48k .£6495 I 

SEAT Altea StylanceTDI (Diesel) Finished in met grey, alloys, climate, cd, 56k.£6495 I 

FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.6TDCi (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in tonic blue met, alloys, a/c, cd, 70k .£5995 | 

FORD Focus LX 1.6TDCi (Diesel) 5-Dr. Finished in panther black met., pas, air con, c/locking, e/windows, 82k .. .£5495 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 SE 5-dr. Finished in met grey, alloys, climate control, cd, 1 owner, 38k .£5295 

CITROEN C4 LX 1.6 HDI (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in met gold, pas, c/I, e/w, cd, 47k.£4995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Auto 5-Dr. Finished in met storm grey with black leather trim, alloys, a/c, cd, 18k . .£5295 

FORD Focus 1.6 Auto 5-dr. Panther black, alloys, cd, pas, c/I, e/w.£4495 

TOYOTA Corolla T3 1.6 VVTi Auto 3-dr. Finished in met blue, alloys, a/c, cd, 58k.£4995 

SEAT Leon SE 1.8 20v 5-dr. Finished in met grey, alloys, a/c, cd, 47k .£4795 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 5-dr. Finished in met silver, alloys, a/c, cd/multichanger, 42k.£4495 

FORD Mondeo 1.8LX 5-dr. Finished in oyster gold met, pas, c/I, e/w, cd, cruise control, 57k.£3995 

HONDA Civic 1.6 Inspire 5-dr. Finished in met green, alloys, a/c, cd, 61k .£4695 

FORD Mondeo 1.8 Zetec 5-dr. Finished in oyster gold met, alloys, a/c, cd, cruise control, 68k .£3695 

MERCEDES A170 CDI (Diesel) Classic 5-dr. Finished in blue, pas, r/c/l, e/w, a/c, cd, 45k.£4995 

MERCEDES A140 Elegance 5-dr. Finished in metallic silver, alloys, a/c, cd 59k.£3995 

MAZDA 6 1.8TS 5-dr. Finished in met blue, alloys, a/c, cd, 67k .£3995 

CITROEN C5 LX 5-Dr 2.0 HDi (Diesel). Finished in met red, pas, r/c/l, e/w, a/c, cd, 81 k.£2995 

ROVER 75 1.8T Club SE 4-dr. Finished in met. blue, pas, c/I, e/w, a/c, alloys .£3195 

TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 VVTi GS 5-dr. Finished in met red, a/c, radio, cd, pas, c/I, e/w, 67k.£2695 

VW Passat 2.0 SE 4-dr. Finished in met blue with full beige leather, alloys, a/c, cd, 88k.£2995 

FORD Focus Ghia 1.8TDDI (Diesel) 5-dr. Pacific met green, pas, c/I, a/c, cd, 56k.£2995 

MAZDA 323 1.6 GSi 5-Dr. Finished in blue met., alloys, a/c, cd.£2695 




(New Shape) VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Life 3-dr. Finished in black, pas, c/I, e/w, radio, cd, 15k .£6! 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-dr. Finished in jeans blue met, pas, a/c, radio/cd, e/w, 10k.£6795 I 

SMART Fortwo Pure 71 Auto. Finished in black, pas, r/c/l, cd, 6k, only £35 per year road tax .£5995 | 

FORD Fiesta Style Climate 1.4TDCi (Diesel) 5-Dr. Finished in met green, air con, pas, c/locking, e/windows, cd, 

31 k, only £35 a year road tax .£6! 

FORD Fiesta Zetec Climate 1.4TDCI (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in black, alloys, a/c, cd, 42k, only £35 per year road tax .. .£6795 I 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 3-dr. Finished in metallic moondust silver, alloys, a/c, cd, 48k .£6195 I 

CITROEN C3 Desire 1.4 HDi (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in wicked red, pas, r/c/l, e/w, a/c, cd, 1 owner, 33k.£5795 I 

HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 GSI 3-dr. Met ice blue, pas, c/I, e/w, a/c, cd, 27k.£4695 I 

PEUGEOT 206 Verve 1.4 HDI (Diesel) 5-dr. Finished in met blue, alloys, a/c, cd, 36k .£5995 I 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve Finished in black, sports seats, alloys, a/c, cd, 37k .£5995 I 

CITROEN C3 1.1 Desire 5-dr. Finished in mauritius blue, pas, r/c/l, e/w, a/c, cd, 1 owner, 9k .£5495 I 

MAZDA 2 1.4 Antares 5-dr. Finished in met grey, pas, c/I, e/w, a/c, 27k .£5195 I 

VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2S 3-dr. Finished in Mars red, pas, r/c/i, e/w, a/c, 34k.£4995 I 

RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.5 DCi (Diesel) 3-dr. Finished in met silver, alloys, sunroof, cd, 70k. only £35 a year tax .. .£4495 I 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T3 5-dr. Finished in met silver, c/I, e/w, pas, 48k.£4995 I 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique 5-dr. Finished in met silver, alloys, a/c, cd.£4295 I 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Finesse 3-dr. Finished in forest green, pas, cd .£3995 I 

RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. Finished in red, pas, c/I, e/w, cd, 35k.£4495 I 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Fever 3-dr. Finished in moonstone blue, pas, c/I, e/w, cd, 39k.£3995 I 

NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr. Finished in met silver, pas, r/c/l, e/w, cd, 56k.£3495 I 

FORD Ka 1.3 finished in met black, pas, radio/cd, alloys.£3195 I 

VOLKSWAGEN Lupo 1.4E 3-dr. Finished in black, pas, rear wash/wipe, 67k.£3495 I 

RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.6 3-dr. Finished in met blue, alloys, a/c, cd.£3295 I 

PEUGEOT 206 GLX 1.6 5-dr. Finished in diablo red, pas, a/c, c/I, e/w, multiplay cd, 53k.£2695 I 

PEUGEOT 206 1.1 Style 3-dr. Finished in crystal met green, pas, c/I, e/w, cd.£2695 | 





FORD Transit 280 SWB (Diesel) Finished in white, low roof, side loading door, ply lined, 53k 

FORD Transit Connect 200 (Diesel) Finished in white, side loading door, ply lined, 62k. 

VAUXHALL Astra Envoy CDTI (Diesel) Van. Finished in orange, pas, r/c/l, 62k . 

^ 


. .£4895+VAT I 
. .£3995+VAT I 
. .£2995+VAT I 







X, 




1 54 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Auto 5-Dr. Finished in met 
I storm grey with half black leather trim, alloys, a/c, cd, 18k .. 
■ .£5295 


07 FORD Fiesta Style Climate 1.4 TDCi (Diesel) 5-dr. 

Finished in met green, air con, pas, c/locking, e/windows, 
cd, 31k, only £35 a year road tax.£69''^ 


53 FORD Ka 1.3 finished in met black, pas, radio/cd, I 
alloys . £3195 I 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 43 


COMPACT CARS 

“COMPACT CARS, COMPACT PRICES 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


DRIVE AWAY FOR 
£99 DEPOSIT 


FINANCE AVAILABLE 
(Subject to status) 


MANY MORE CARS 
IN STOCK 


■Hi 



04 BMW 316 ti ES 

2 owners, fsh, alloys, in gloss black 
Yours for £5995 


\-y 


)3 MG TF 1.8 Sprint 48k, ABS, pas, cd | 
player, passenger airbag, traction 
control, alarm 


T FORD Galaxy 1.9 Zetec T/Diesel Auto 

I 73k, ABS, passenger airbag, traction | 
control, low insurance rating 



Y SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 SE 

74k, fsh, alloys, e/pack, superb 
throughout 


04 NISSAN Cube 1.4 Auto. 

I Air con, DVD player, e/pack, low tax, 
huge load area, ultra cool! 


.V 

04 VAui^L Corsa 1.0 12v Life 
Twinport Only 29,000 miles, two 
I owners, low insurance and tax group. I 


05 RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 Dynamique 40k, alloys, a/con, cd player, sports interior, 

low tax & insurance.£4795 

54 PEUGEOT 307 2.0 HDi SW 40k, e/pack, low ins, 50mpg.£4695 

04 VW Golf GT TDi (140) new shape. 5-dr, full VW SH. only 63k, sports trim, 50mpg, in bright 

blue met.£7995 

53 MAZDA 323 2.0 Sport 42k, s/history, a/con, cd player, passenger airbag, abs, 

pas, leather upholstery.£2695 

03 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 Expression 40k, lady owner, e/pack, CD player, low tax and 

insurance.£3995 

03 FORD MONDEO 1.8 LX a/con, cd player, e/pack, value at.£2495 

03 FIAT PUNTO 1.2 ACTIVE 70k, lady owner, e/pack, low ins.£2995 

52 PEUGEOT 307 SE 2.0 HDI SW 7 seater, 80k, fsh, a/con, panoramic roof, multi disc .£3995 

52 RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 Dynamique 50k, e/pack, alloys, low ins.£3495 

52 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 LX 70k, a/con, cd system, low ins .£3495 

52 FORD FOCUS 1.6 LX Facelift 80k, a/con, CD system .£2995 

52 HYUNDAI ACCENT 1.5 GSI T/Dlesel 70k, s/history, e/pack, superb economy, low 

insurance.£2995 

02 MERCEDES E220 CDI Classic EES alloys, climate, cruise, e/pack, diesel economy 

for .£5995 

02 PEUGEOT 406 Executive 2.0 HDI 62k, s/history, leather, a/con, alloys superb mpg .£2995 
02 RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8 Expression 60k, e/pack, CD system, air con, plush interior, 

ideal family hatch.£2695 

02 FORD FOCUS 1.8 Ghia 80k, 2 owners, top spec.£2795 

02 FORD FOCUS 1.8 LXTDC11.6 CLUB a/con, alloys, cd system, 50mpg.£3295 

02 ROVER 75 Classic CDTI 2 owners, e/pack, alloys.£2995 

02 RENAULT LAGUNA 1.9 DCI Authentique met silver, alloys, 45+ mpg.£2995 

02 FORD KA 1.3 1 owner, fsh, alloys, p/steering, jazzy interior, low tax & ins, only ... .£1995 

51 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 CLUB 54k, lady owner, e/pack.£2695 

51 ROVER 25 1.6 II alloys, a/con, e/pack, superb at .£1995 

51 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 CD alloys, multi cd, a/con superb.£1995 

X RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 Sport Conv 60k, power hood, alloys.£2995 

X CITROEN PICASSO 1.6 LX a/con, cd player, plush trim.£1995 

W VW LUPO 1.4S. 70k, FSH, e/windows, p/steering, sports trim, low tax and insurance£2995 

W FORD ESCORT 1.6 Finesse Estate 80k, alloys, a/con .£1695 

W VAUXHALL OMEGA 2.0 GLS RTTIBl 80k. s/history, e/pack, alloys, spacious saloon at £1795 
W FORD KA Collection 56k, fsh, a/con, cd player, fully colour coded, low tax & ins .. .£1695 

V BMW 323 Convertible. 80k, e/hood, alloys, sports trim, superb at.£3995 

V FORD FOCUS 1.8TDCI GhIa Saloon alloys, a/con, e/pack, multi disc, superb mpg .£2395 

S VW POLO 1.4 CL 2 owners, p/steering, e/pack, low tax and insurance, only.£1695 

S FORD FOCUS 1.8 LX 80k, alloys, leather, family hatch .£1995 

S PEUGEOT 106 1.5 XND Zest 2 80k, s/history, 50mpg .£1495 

99 V FIAT COUPE 20v 2.0 74k, s/history, pas, e/windows, c/locking, a/con, 

cd auto changer, in red .£3695 

R HONDA CRV 2.0 LS cd player, e/pack, esr, Japanese reliability at only .£1695 

R NISSAN PRIMERA 2.0 SE s/history, alloys, full leather, a/con, ideal family hatch at .£1495 

R PEUGEOT 106 1.1 Look 2 70k, p/steering, low tax & ins .£1395 

96 N JAGUAR XJ 3.6 SE full cream leather, 18” sport alloys, in claret red met .£2695 


05 TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 040 T3. 

I 1 owner & demo, 46k, FSH, CD system, 
e/pack, 65mpg, only £35paTax. 


53 SMART For Two City Push 

Only 1 owner, 

only 40k with service history 


03 FORD KA Collection 27k, 2 owners, 
fsh, colour coded, a/con, cd player, 
jazzy trim, low tax & ins 


54 CITROEN C2 VTS 

Paddle shift Auto, only 2 owners, 50k, 
fun to drive, your for only £4495 




51 AUDI 1.9 TDi Avant (130) SE. 

I Superb example, full service history, 
in titanium metallic 


Visit us at vvww.compactcarswales.co.uk 

01656 767606 


WATERTON ROAD • 
BRIDGEND • CF3I 3YY 


SAT NAV 
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Millennium glory for Bridgend as... 

Athletic Youth hit the 
heights of victory! 


BRIDGEND 


ATHLETIC YOUTH 

13 

MERTHYR YOUTH 

6 


Bridgend Athletic 
Youth achieved 
their dream at the 
Millennium 
Stadium last 

Saturday when they 
created club history, 
becoming League 
champions of Wales 
in an undefeated 
season. 


been a great score. Then 
with 10 minutes gone, 
Merthyr were penalised 
for coming over the top 
at a ruck, which Tom 
Davies successfully con¬ 
verted. Five minutes later 
Merthyr were penalised 
for a high tackle and 
Davies repeated his effort 
to give the Athletic a 
deserved 6-0 lead. 

Merthyr came storm- 



Having already won ing back and and severe-_ 

the Welsh Cup, District ly tested the Athletic penalty right on half time ABOVE: Athletic 

theVaVs'S to Ms pfcrand™* efforts' by 

game knowing that they their forwards, resulting second half was route to their 

were 70 minutes away in the Athletic conceding frantic as the victory. 

from this seemingly a penalty in front of their ,|,e Athletic staeed their last stand 

impossible goal, but with posts for killing the ball, missed an early opportu- AtWetic number eighi 
the realisation that these The kick was success- tn or, fnrthr-r atir-ari 

were going to be against ful but a minute later, the „ nLoltv when Tom Morgan, who had 

their toughest and most Athletic took a lineout on Davies missL his first was forLTt"feaveThe 
physically imposing foe half way line and ^,, 1 , ^ (he Millennium field in considerable 
opponents. drove the ball 20 metres this year in 10 attempts, pain prompting a reshuf- 

Merthyr launched a with a great controlled Matthew Morgan L iA foe pak 

Sc 0 ? 1 ,” w u T‘"® 11 S “ade a great run down Merthyr had some 

Athletic 22, where Welsh releasing the btoo their ,he touchline before burly backs and threw 

kicking ahead to the cor- themselves at foe much 
Matthew Morgan ted a gap and ran 35 „er, almost resulting in a smaller Athletic midfield 

claimed a good mark and metres untouched before try. The forwards had trio of MorgL 
with some quick think- putting full back Mike sp^pf^l attempts to drive Habberfield and Olds! 

mg, tapped the ball and Hathaway over in the the ball over before spin- Flankers Stuart Edbrooke 

made a great run to the comer for a fantastic try fong foe ball out wide to and bL ftowf Tere 
half way line. Tom Davies converted uotUnwnv fnr a orpnt • . „ 

The Athletic were with a great effort to “St [te ba/wts E'wSil 00 X 0 ^^ 
"eav"L“ Merthyr %lck rSfovrio to^s adjudged to be knocked Morfan Evans and Welsh 

around and foe pace of played. The Athletic front row Pe„s' 

foe game was furious. Merthyr realised they pf ^psee, Norman and Replacement scmm 
Centre James Olds made needed to stM taking Holman foen demolished half Aled Thomas made 

some ground m one nsks and broke out of „ Mprttiw cpnim rpcult caicu umuc 

attack before putting a defence effectively on i„g i„ foefr heavier play- frhimse‘lf°on°y “to te 

superblyjudged kick into several occasions ^^ing the field. thwarted by slipping on 

the comer for speedy through the enterprise of Fresh legs were foe tricky surface of the 
wmpr Luke Morgp. their full back m taking brought on by both sides Millennium Stadium 

Underpressure, he just pick throws. However, |,e Athletic retained wifo dght minutes of 

until with 10 injury time played, the 
minutes to go, Merthyr referee blew for the end 
of a gripping encounter 
and the beginning of a 
deserved evening of cele¬ 
brations by a fantastic 
squad of players and 
their organisational and 
coaching team. PR 


under-18 captain Lloyd 


failed to hold onto the the only further score control 
ball for what would have they managed was 



NANTYFFYLLON RFC 
WELCOMES A REAL 
SURPRISE VISITOR - 
WARREN GATLAND! 

THE regulars at Nantyffyllon Rugby -- 

Club were stunned on Friday evening 
when Wales and Lions coach Warren 
Gatland strolled into the club as a guest 
for the Falcons under-16s presentation 
night. 

His attendance was kept as a closely guarded 
secret and wasn't confirmed until the very last 
moment, so it was the best kind of shock a rugby fan 
could ever ask for when he was spotted walking 
towards the doors. 

Warren presented trophies and spoke during the 
presentation and was happy to have photos and sign 
numerous autographs, assisted by Ospreys player 
and local boy Mike Collins. 

After the presentation Warren sat downstairs chat¬ 
ting with the regulars and even joined in the pub 
quiz. 

Warren toured as a player with the 1989 All of the year. 

Blacks squad but they travelled so much he had for- UnderHls player Kieran Griffiths was also pre¬ 
gotten about the day the squad trained at Nanty and sented with his cap for representing West Wales, 
so it was a huge surprise when he was shown a pic- Everybody at Nantyffyllon would like to thank 
ture and actually saw himself there on the famous Mike Collins and Warren Gatland for making the 
Nanty pitch! night so special and they hope that Warren won’t 

During the presentation, awards were made to leave it another 20 years before returning for anoth- 
Ben Uphill - Most improved back; Brandon Penny - er warm welcome. 

Most improved forward, and Cory Sharma - Player J^Y SHARMA 



ABOVE: Warren with the Falcons. 


Brack LA serve up a five star 
performance in leisure league 


BRACK LA were the big winners of the 
day in the Bridgend Sunday Leisure 
League, as they cruised through to an 
impressive 5-0 victory over Bluebirds. 

Velindre Foundation Fundraisers might be strug¬ 
gling at the lower end of the table, but Leon Smith 
helped them to a 3-1 success over Cross Keys this 
week, while John West helped Mean Machine to a 3- 
1 win against Day Sleepers. 

Coity Crusaders shared a thrilling 3-3 draw with TshformofelnfarmMiJn. 
Celtics, but they lost ground in the title race as a 


Mark Aaron-inspired Bulldogs side sneaked through 
2-1 against AC Brackla. 

Leisure Leagues are delighted to announce that 
they will soon be launching a brand new Wednesday 
night league at Ogmore Comprehensive School, tak¬ 
ing place between 7pm-9pm. 

Each new team will receive a free retro team kit 
and free entry to the league. 

Anyone interested can register their team online 
now at www.leisureleagues.net, or call 0845 230 



Players are honoured 
at Kenfig Hill RFC 


ABOVE: The final was sponsored by the RAF with star guest the 
Blues’ and Wales’ centre Tom Shanklin, who is currently 
recovering from a dislocated right shoulder. 


KENFIG HILL 
RFC held their 
annual presentation 
night on May 15. 


NantymoeFs pool 
stars win again! 

ON May 7, Nantymoel Boys-Girls Club 
travelled to Barnsley to take part in the 
UK pool and snooker finals and once 
again came home national winners! 

RESULTS 

National Pool Champion: Girls under-19, Leah 
Spans wick; under-14 Harriet Teal; under-12, 
Shannon Matthews. 

National Pool Champion: Boys under-19, 
Michael Chillcott; under-16, Corey Baker; under-12, 
Jake Matthews. 

National Snooker runner-up,Christopher 

Edwards. 


Crusaders new 
match date 

THE postponed Celtic Crusaders v 
Wakefield Trinity Wildcats game will now 
be played on Saturday, May 30, with a 
7pm kick-off, and will be shown live on 
Sky Sports. 

The original game on March 22, was postponed 
following the sad death of Wakefield Trinity 
Wildcats reserve team player Leon Walker during 
the encounter between Crusaders’ and Wakefield’s 
second string at Maesteg RFC earlier that day. 

The post-mortem proved inconclusive after it was 
found not to have been caused by trauma or by any 
injury sustained playing rugby league. 


The guest speaker was achieving a Welsh cap at 
broadcaster Rick O ’ Shea, under-18 level. 

The following awards First team captain’s 
were made: plaque - Rhodri Clark; 

Ted Davies Shield for second teams captain’s 
most improved player - plaque - Michael Guy. 
Scott Richards; Arthur First Aiders awards - 
Hughes Cup for first Emma Chappell, Clive 
team top try scorer - Jenkins, John Reffell. 
Steven Shalders; Club ties were pre- 

Gwylim Thomas Cup for sented to Lynn Jenkins, 
referees’ player of the Evans, Nigel Evans 
year - Matthew Bater; sends its best 

Rod Thomas Shield for wishes to Gareth John, 

second team top try scor- ^ho has undergone a 

er - Rhys Stanton; Van of operations after 

Zyl Cup for clubman of ^ f ^^ilage operation 
the year - Dicky Jones; wrong. 

Don Evans Cup for first , a true Muler, 

. , . travels regularly from his 

team player of foe year- j/Chepstow to 

DerwynRees. play for the club. 

A special presentation ^ GERALD 

was made to Gareth O’SULLIVAN 

Harvey m recognition of 


Rhys and Joe 
star for West 
Wales team 

MANY congratulations to Rhys Butler 
(Croesty Primary) and Joe Daniel 
(Litchard Junior) for representing West 
Wales under-11 recently in matches 
against East Wales and North Wales. 

This is a fantastic achievement for both players 
and they deserved recognition for the hard work 
they have put in this season. 

It is also another great achievement for Pencoed 
RFC mini and junior section, who continue to pro¬ 
duce talented players season after season. 

SIMON BUTLER 



ABOVE: Rhys and Joe show off their 
medals after representing West Wales. 







































